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A number of initiatives were undertaken during the first quarter of 2021. Below is a brief rundown of 
all tasks undertaken 

 
Infrastructure changes: 

• A significant alteration of the shop area of the Museum was undertaken with the dual aims of: 
1. Opening the previously blocked front window and creating a greater presence for the 
Museum on the Highstreet. 
2. A re-assessment of shop structure and use, with the long-term aim of improving its viability as 
a source of income and options for future development 

The shop changes during this period involved the removal of two bespoke cabinets which had been 
fitted in front of the window space, redecoration of the space and creation of a window display area 
including lighting. The process of moving these cabinets from the shop and refitting them in the 
Courtyard bedroom was then begun, ongoing through to May. The final aim agreed by the Curatorial 
group is to re-house the ever-popular World War displays in a new dedicated location. Both the 
redecoration and installing of the cabinets involved a significant level of help from Executive 
member Richard Johnson and Paul Byrne, I would like to personally thank both of them for all their 
efforts and patience in undertaking such a task. 

Website, streaming and social media: 

• The Annual campaign (this year the Monkey from Macs) was launched on all platforms to fund 
the preservation of a small piece of local history 

• The continued renewal of material on our website, including regulars such as Object of the 
Month and new elements such as the Activities page for children were begun or completed. 

• As part of the continuing ‘Recovery’ Project a live streamed talk on Baking during the World 
Wars with Meryl White took place on 31st March. This is the first of four talks to take place in 
2021 and we hope to be able to host the others both online and in person with the Rickards Hall 
facility. 

Looking forward: 

• At time of writing (16th April 2021) the move of displays and creation of a unique Wartime area 
for the Museum in the Courtyard bedroom is ongoing and an exciting prospect, as is the further 
development of the shop area. These plans are already in active development and present a 
plethora of possibilities to the Museum going forward 

• Installing a new sign (finished and ready to go up) once the Sevenoaks District Council 
Conservation department return to work. This will complete our new facia – and the face we 
present to the world. 

• Shop development and planning 

• Re-accreditation of the Museum 

• A social event (in planning) during summer 2021 to act as a volunteer recruitment drive, renewal 
of our connection with the general public and 21st Birthday celebration. 

 
 I would like to thank our Stewards for the amazing work keeping the Museum open 
during a difficult time between the lockdowns. 

 

 


