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1 April –19 December 2020  
Miranda Charalambous  
Collections Manager 

 
Collections Team: M. Charalambous; Claire Donithorn; Helen Jackman; Joan Varley; Lyn 
Layland; Kay Wilson & Jean French 
 
Exhibitions and Displays 
The year opened on the 5th February with a celebratory exhibition by CD about the history of 
Church House and the Eden Valley Museum.  The exhibition will be extended to 2021 to 
coincide with the Museum’s Birthday celebrations in June.  CD’s exhibition, What’s in a 
Name? and JV’s exhibition, Hopping in the Eden Valley were both uploaded to website. 
Images from What’s in a Name? were uploaded to our social media channels as a quiz by 
MF. The Edenbridge Bonfire Society mounted an exhibition about their history on 30 
September this year. Highlights of the show include an imaginative timeline collage and 
panel depicting the Society’s celebrity effigies produced by Andrea Deans and of course, the 
Society’s effigies and costumes. The Collections Team was delighted to assist the Society in 
sourcing images and objects (including new material) for the displays. The exhibition and 
was featured by ITV Meridian News in November. Alethea Mitchell’s guest exhibition, 
Edenbridge and the Foundling Hospital in the eighteenth century opened on 5 February and 
has been extended until 19 December 2020. A shorter version was uploaded to the website 
during the summer. MC, LL, KW sourced images and information for MF’s pub, medicine 
and High Street social media posts. MC produced the Remembrance image on the website 
using images from our photographic archive. Early this year, MC asked Eden Valley Artists 
to create work in response to items in our collection for an exhibition in February 2021. The 
group attended a meeting at the Museum on 2 March. The idea for an exhibition was met 
with great enthusiasm by the group but unfortunately was cancelled later in the year owing to 
the Covid-19 pandemic. An exhibition about 900 Years of the Church will open in February 
2021 (instead of June) for 6 months. MC will work on this during the second lockdown. So 
far, access to the objects in the church has not been possible owing to the scaffolding in 
front of the doom painting and more recently, the current the restrictions owing to the Covid-
19 pandemic. In March, CD and MC will display a selection of Roman coins, loaned by a 
local metal detectorist. MC is preparing text and imagery for a digital tour of the upper 
galleries as part of the Recovery Grant project. MC explored the option of using a web-
based storyboard-style app or similar but found that most were for social media (i.e. files 
cannot be saved as link on the tablet.) The digital tour will now be accessed on the iPad by 
disabled visitors as a series of WordPress pages to be toggled back and forth by clickable 
buttons. 
 
Collection 
A couple of items in the collection have been forwarded to a company for conservation. 
Further items will be actioned once the current Covid-19 lockdown is lifted.   A new entry 
form was compiled by JV, MC and PB this year to reflect the fact that all loans are now 
covered under our insurance policy. Valuation will be required for loans over and above the 
single item limit.  
 
The British Library’s “Unlocking Our Heritage Project”  
(Curatorial Report 01.04.19 – 31.03.20) Esther Gill, the project manager from the Keep in 
Brighton visited the Museum in August to collect a selection of audio material (mostly 
acquired by the museum in 1999), associated paperwork and additional content descriptions 
compiled by MC during the summer. The original material has now been catalogued by HJ 
on Modes. MC will catalogue the digitised recordings. The Keep are currently in the process 
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of cataloguing the recordings for use on the British Library website. As part of the Recovery 
Grant project, MC will extract clips from about 7 or 8 recordings for use in the gallery. MC 
has further details about this, ready to be actioned (both options in the region of £800-£900 
including audio equipment.)  
 
Photographs 
JV submitted WW1 and WW2 images for two new subsets for our section on the Kent Photo 
Archive, and a further subset for the 21 Lewis & Towers Bottle Factory images. JV is 
currently preparing two more photographic display panels for Cowden Station and also 
supplied images for the Hever and Penshurst panels. JV and JF continue to catalogue the 
backlog of images accumulated by new exhibitions and those which have been gifted by the 
local community. MC was asked by Sevenoaks Museum in October to supply a selection of 
images and text for a digital timeline.     
 
Objects 
The Bolebroke Cup was purchased by the Museum this year from Lennox Cato Antiques & 
Works of Art.  (The cup was featured by Richard Johnson as an object of the month at the 
Museum in 2019.) 
A resident of Edenbridge, who went on the remain marches held in London, has offered to 
donate an official ‘remain’ ‘peoples vote’ placard, various stickers and a European beret. A 
digital copy of a handwritten diary (3-7 August 1877) which includes references to 
Edenbridge and local people.  
 
Object of the Month  
Stories produced by MC have been uploaded to the website each month since April and 
circulated via a link from social media. Objects featured so far in include the Eden chip 
basket, a 1930s china ice cream cone server, a policeman’s whistle, a concealed shoe, a 
drover’s smock, a wooden wheel, a couple of toffee hammers and a 1900 Armand Marseille 
doll.  
 
Eden Valley Heritage Magazine 
EVH has been submitted by JV for the final layout. We already have several articles for next 
year's issue. EVH will mostly have to be posted out this year due to there being no physical 
AGM. This year, LL produced an index to all past copies of Museum News/EVH which has 
already proved to be extremely useful. 
 
Upgrade to Modes Compact  
This was discussed by the Collections Team in October with a view to engaging an 
additional volunteer to help catalogue the H.I. files on Modes. The proposal for an upgrade 
has been put on hold at present for two reasons. Firstly, an upgrade from Modes Compact 
for one user to Modes Complete for two users is £1300 +VAT. The annual support fee would 
rise by £73 + VAT (£219). The price for an additional user licence is another £650 +VAT and 
the annual support fee would rise by £73 +VAT.  Therefore, the total cost to upgrade from a 
single user Modes Compact licence to a 2 user Modes Complete licence is £1300 +VAT 
(and Modes annual support would rise to £219 per year). Secondly, it was agreed at the 
collections meeting in October that a significant quantity of hours would be required to train 
new volunteers to interpret and catalogue documents accurately. The work involved is not 
suited to those seeking short term volunteer work. At the moment, no one on the team has 
sufficient hours to support new volunteers. In the meantime, KW and LL have agreed to 
carry on with the work whenever they have time to do it. 

 
Annual Appeal 
February 2021 
In June, the Executive Committee agreed for MC to look into the possibility of conserving a 
toy monkey in our collection and make ready for display. MC has been in touch with a 
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conservation consultant specialising in fashion, textiles and toys via Joanna Low. Damage to 
the rubber is irreversible but it may be possible to stabilise the toy in some way so that it 
keeps its shape. MC is currently awaiting an estimate.  
 
Toy display 
Two classes from Edenbridge School plan to visit our toy display on 7 and 8 December, 
subject to Covid-19 lockdown restrictions. MC will provide the class teacher with information 
about our exhibits in advance of the visit. A risk assessment has already been provided 
(MC/MF.)  
MC plans to research the design of the toy museum at Penshurst Place with a view to 
producing an additional panel in the High Street Bedroom gallery next year. Several toys, 
which previously had been loaned, were generously gifted to the Museum this year. 
 
Wheels of Time 
WoT are developing an Electronic Sticker Project. Free individual electronic stickers will be 
offered to children between 5-11 (and slightly older) in exchange for one or more of the 
following to encourage Covid-19 safe visits and interaction with WoT sites: visiting a WoT 
members website, completing a downloadable quiz about our site or completing a printable 
town trail or similar. MC has ideas for this and will attend both the WoT AGM and WoT 
Launch in January and March respectively via Zoom in 2021. 
 
MC compiled a draft layout of the new Museum leaflet, in response to an initial draft made by 
JV and suggestions from the Curatorial Team. Objects have been selected for imagery but 
not all have photographs.   
 
A new location for the display cases in the shop will be discussed at the next collections 
meeting in readiness for the anticipated refit. 
 

Miranda Charalambous 
 
 


