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I think it is fair to say that 2020 has been a unique year and not one that we could have foreseen, nor will we 

forget. There was a lot of disruption caused by Covid-19 this year and the museum had to close a couple of 

times for safety reasons whilst a lot of people worked tirelessly to make the museum Covid safe. Obviously, 

the result was that physical visitor numbers were down, but I am very proud of the team spirit we all showed to 

ensure that the operations of the museum continued. I want to especially thank Martin and Miranda who have 

ensured that we still have a functioning museum this year. Their dedication and commitment is outstanding. I 

am not too sure if lockdown has been a help or not but Miranda and the team have been as busy as ever 

working away in the background continuing with our exciting projects and helping to bring our exhibits online 

so that everyone can enjoy them whilst the museum has been closed. 

 

I also want to pay tribute to everyone who volunteers as a steward. As ever you are the face of the museum 

and a critical component of it. I know there has been logistical challenges with stewarding this year, but I want 

to thank each and every one of you who helped the museum maintain a sense of normality, as well as the 

volunteers working behind the scenes. 

  

Since my last update in February there have been some important developments. Bob Orridge recently stood 

down from the Executive. Bob has been involved with the museum from its very inception and served on the 

Exec for many of those years. Also, Jane Higgs, former Hon. Curator has finally taken a step back. I am 

extremely grateful for all the work they have put into the museum over the years and the Exec agreed to 

award them both Honorary Lifetime Membership. Their framed certificates will be delivered to them in the next 

few days. Finally, our dear friend and member, Lennox Cato was recently appointed a Deputy Lieutenant of 

Kent. I am sure you will join me in sending our warm congratulations to him. 

 

Returning to museum news. Through our continuing involvement with the Southeast Community Rail 

Partnership, museum posters bearing historic images (similar to those at the Town Station) will soon be 

appearing at Cowden and Penshurst Stations, great opportunities to bring the museum to people all over the 

Eden Valley; and Govia Thameslink are also publicising the museum to encourage rail travel to Edenbridge. 

Within the museum, we will be hosting the exhibitions and events we were due to have this year, next year. 

This includes celebrating what will be by then the museum’s 21st birthday and 901st anniversary of the Parish 

Church.  We look forward to welcoming you to the museum in 2021. 

 

 In the meantime, I would like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

 

Lee Ward 

 


