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FROM THE CHAIRMAN

The second thing to add is that in the
Falconhurst Wood there is the site of a
brickmaking shed where the bricks for the
Falconhurst estate were made including for
the dog cart a brick path from Falconhurst
to the home farm at Pyle Gate and to the
Vicarage at Edells.

One of the many good things about
the Eden Valley Museum is that we are
always discovering things. This “From the
Chairman” lists some of the things I have
discovered having lived here since 1964 in
addition to the many things I did not know
in the articles in this issue.

The third thing is that when the Convent
left Eden Hall recently I retrieved the
certificate presented and signed personally
by Winston Churchill as a permanent record
of thanks from the Army Council for the
use of the Hall as a hospital for the British
sick and wounded. It could have said for the
Belgium wounded as well. It is personally
signed by Winston Churchill and is now in
the Museum.

I married on 30 September 1964 and on my
way down from London to the wedding in
Markbeech Church I stopped at Elsie’s for
a bracer and stepped into a time machine.
There was a complete silence as I was in
morning coat and carried a top hat and then
suddenly everybody knew who I was and
there was a bubble of conversation again.
Somebody came up to me and said in a
then incomprehensible accent “ I took the
bride to be some warm milk straight from
the cow this morning”. I was puzzled until
my best man whispered in explanation ”It’s
a local fertility rite”. Three children followed
in the fullness of time but as my bride said
years after “I had butterflies in my stomach
that morning”.

I too would like to record my thanks
to those members of the Museum who
have given so much time to create such
memorable commemorations to the part
that the Eden Valley played in the First
World War.
Alan Smith.
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REYNOLDS
FAMILY

for the Great War, which was to claim the
lives of over 16 million people.
The family photo, which features in our
WW1 exhibition, is typical of the period; a
poignant record for the volunteer, the family
left at home, and a key item that would have
helped identify the body in the event of
death. The backcloth and the jerseys worn
by the boys suggest a rural family. We don’t
have a date, but looking at the possible age
of the youngest lad, who does not appear in
the 1911 census, it seems likely it could have
been 1915, the time when many Edenbridge
men were recruited into Lord Kitchener’s
Army.

A hundred years ago,
when this soldier
enlisted to do his duty
for King and Country,
this would have been
a much treasured
photograph.
Front cover:
The 1911 census tells
Image: P2002.195 WW1
photograph of the family of
us the young man, in
William Reynolds, donated to
the Eden Valley Museum by
his standard service
Michael Milsted.
dress and peak cap,
is William Reynolds,
a 28 year old game keeper, born at Pirton
in Hertfordshire. Recorded in the same
household at Pierces Plat were Margaret his
wife, aged 30, and four children; Margaret
Alice, aged 5 and born in Edenbridge;
William Frank, aged 4 and born in Pirton;
Charles Stanley aged 2 and Alfred John
aged 1, both born in Edenbridge. Living
at the same address was William’s brother
Harry Reynolds aged 21, a single man
whose occupation was also that of game
keeper.

Mick Milsted is not related to the Reynolds
family, but his grandparents, Joe and Mary
Ann Berry moved to Cobhambury Farm in
1910. The two families were neighbours and
close friends. This is how the photograph
came to be in his possession.
Mick knows William returned home to
civilian life and two of his sons worked at
the tannery - but after that, the trail goes
cold. Our researchers have been unable to
find anything about his war service, which
was not unexpected as the majority of
WW1 service records, for ranks other than
officers, were destroyed during enemy action
in the Blitz in WW2.

The ownership and occupation of the
properties described as Pierces Plat changed
several times during the 19th and early
20th centuries, so it is difficult to establish
who William’s employer was. However,
according to information found in the Rate
Books, it seems likely it was either George
Marshall, owner of Cobhambury Farm or
the Streatfeilds.

Maybe there are descendants of these
children around today who could let us
know more about William’s war service – if
so please get in touch with the museum.
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An interesting
report appeared
in The Courier
on May 16,
1913. This gives
a brief insight
into his life
before he set off


WORLD WAR ONE

battles of Sambre and Mons ended in Allied
withdrawal and the great retreat from Mons.
August 26th saw heavy British losses at
Le Cateau where thirty-eight guns were
sacrificed to cover the retreat.

From the archives…

Edenbridge During the First Five Months
of the Great War - as reported in the
Kent & Sussex Courier. Griffiths, W.M.
Aspects of Edenbridge, No 9, Edenbridge and
District Historical Society, 1991.

Then on September 5th and 6th came the
great battle of the Marne upon which the
fate of France depended. The result was
a moral victory for France and a German
retreat to a position behind the River Aisne.
It was during this battle that troops were
first moved to battle by motor transport
– in this case two regiments of French
reinforcements were taken to the Front in
taxi cabs. “The battle of the Marne presaged
the end of a war of movement on the
Western Front and the beginning of a trench
stalemate and four more years of war were
needed to prove that at that point Germany
had lost the War.” In the first battle of the
Aisne which followed, the armies had their
first experience of trench warfare. The final
great battle of 1914 in the west was the
first battle of Ypres from October 12th to
November 11th – a battle of “mud, blood
and horror.” By this time both sides dug
trenches, strung barbed wire and were not to
move more than ten miles in each direction
during the next three years.

Image: P2001.1.51 Edenbridge High Street
at the outbreak of World War One

The First World War began on August 4th
1914 and was to drag on until November
11th 1918, but in the first five months, from
a glorious summer to a bitter winter, great
battles were fought which were decisive to
the course of the War, the fate of nations
and the future history of Europe.
In the west a series of battles known as the
Battles of the Frontiers were fought from
Belgium to Alsace Lorraine and resulted in
the clash of arms of some 3,500,000 men
and the cost of many casualties.

During the first five months of the War the
Allies had suffered more than a million and
a half casualties. The British Expeditionary
Force, the only Allied army made up
of professional soldiers, reservists and
territorials, had virtually been eliminated,
and back in England men were being
recruited to replace them.

On August 20th German armies had
marched through Brussels and penetrated
the forest country of the Ardennes where the
French under Marshal Joffe were planning
a major offensive. The resulting battle on
August 22nd ended in German victory and
the French began a retreat which ended at
Marne. Further west the 1st German Army
had crashed into a defensive position held
by 30,000 men of the newly landed British
Expeditionary Force under Field Marshal
Sir John French at Mons. Here the resulting

In December just before Christmas, the first
bombs had been dropped on England from
German sea-planes. On New Year’s Day
1915 the battleship Formidable was lost in
home waters to a U-24, the first of a number
1 Baldwin, H.W., World War 1: an outline history. Harper &
Row, 1962.



of British Men-of-War to be sunk during
that year by U-boats; and while momentous
and horrific events were taking place in
Europe and at sea, the Kent and Sussex
Courier was faithfully reporting events here
in Edenbridge The following is a summary
of these reports:Friday August 14th
1. On Sunday August 9th a troop train
travelling on the South Eastern Railway
towards London was fired on before
and after passing through Edenbridge
Station. One window was broken and
the mark of a rifle bullet was found on
interior woodwork. Also on the same
evening there was a similar outrage – A
party of territorials in a motor car rushed
to the railway and ran up and down the
railway banks in the vicinity. The main
road between Redhill and Maidstone
was patrolled all night by motor cyclists.

Image: P2005.1341 Recruiting meeting at the
Oddfellows Hall, Edenbridge High Street, 1914

be able to reach the farms. However,
there was no cause for alarm as the
authorities would be arranging transport
etc. There would be ample food for the
pickers, as “proved conclusively” by the
falling prices of necessaries.
. The collections held at the Parish Church
raised £24 for the National Relief Fund.
. There was a special meeting of the Parish
Council to appoint a representative to
the Rural District Special Council for
the relief of Unemployment and Distress
locally owing to the War. Mr C. Cheal
was appointed.

. Pictures showing requisition of horses for
the Army in the Edenbridge area.
. There was to be a collection at the Parish
Church in aid of The National Relief
Fund.

August 28th
1. A Central Committee to avoid
“overlapping” was formed. This included
leading residents, and they would be
in close touch with the County SubCommittee at Sevenoaks. Representatives
would be at Church House each day
between 11.0 a.m. and 12.0 a.m. and
6.0 p.m. and 7.0 p.m. to receive offers of
help and to answer inquiries. The Red
Cross and Soldiers Families Association
would be incorporated. Cases of urgent
distress would be helped but no tramps
or vagrants need apply. Mr. and Mrs.
Roger Thompson started a local fund
with a gift of £100, with the promise of a
further £100 when the sum of £500 was
reached.

4. Recruiting – The Hon. P.B.Lyon
presided at a recruitment meeting held
at the Oddfellows Hall. Dr. Newington,
Col. Williams and Mr.Faudel Phillips
addressed the meeting. Seventeen names
were enrolled and the new recruits were
given an enthusiastic send off yesterday
(Thursday, 13th August).
[Some land-owners at this time were
threatening servants – both indoor and
out-door, and particularly single men, with
dismissal if they did not enlist. There was
coercion for men to “do their duty.”]
August 21st
1. Hop picking. There was anxiety as to
whether or not “foreign” pickers would


. A list of serving men from the
Edenbridge District – 30 Regular Forces
- 7 Lord Kitchener’s 2nd Army, 33
Special Edenbridge Detachment – 70 in
all.

men left to join Kitchener’s Army.
The Town Band would play every
Saturday and collections would go to the
War Relief Fund.

September 4th

September 11th

1. An account of – “How an Edenbridge
Man fought at Mons”. An interview
with Private Locke of the 1st Battalion
Queens Own Royal West Kent
Regiment in the London Hospital in the
Whitechapel Road. His parents lived
at Railway View, Edenbridge. He had
been wounded in the foot by shrapnel
but had helped as a stretcher bearer. He
gave an account of what he saw when
Germans killed British wounded with
the utmost barbarity and when Red
Cross lorries were fired upon. However,
our men were keen to get into action and
tumbled from trains into action with
the utmost enthusiasm. He had been
visited in hospital by Princess Henry of
Battenburg.

Photograph of Private Locke – still in the
London Hospital. Had
been visited by the King
and Queen. They spoke
to him and smiled when
he expressed hope that
he would soon be fit and
able to get his own back.
He again spoke of the
barbarity of the Germans
and told of wounded
and dying being stripped of uniforms and
money and even buttons being cut off
uniforms.
September 18th
1. Edenbridge Officer wounded. Major
George Harold Ing of Lewins,
Crockham Hill was wounded in the
wrist during a cavalry charge in severe
fighting at Compeigne on September 1st.
An Officer of the 2nd Dragoon Guards,
he pluckily fought on after being
wounded. He had also been wounded in
the Boer War.

. A midnight scene at Edenbridge. A
brickbat had been flung through the
window of the home of Mr Paine at
Pococks. He, thinking that the Germans
had arrived, shot at a man apparently of
the labouring class - one Stamp – who
had thrown the missile. Stamp, who had
been shot in the thigh, was detained as
a lunatic, and a general warning against
hysteria was given by Police who were
called to the scene.

. Recruiting Meetings were held
simultaneously at the Oddfellows Hall,
Marlpit Hill and Marsh Green. Colonel
Streatfeild presided at the Edenbridge
Meeting where eleven recruits were
enrolled. Colonel Bathurst addressed the
meeting at Marlpit Hill.

. A recruiting meeting – Addressed by
General Sir Neville Lyttleton, brother
of the Hon. Mrs. Talbot of Falconhurst.
There was a guard of honour of Boy
Scouts at the Oddfellows Hall, where the
meeting was held. The National Anthem
was sung and there was a selection of
music played by the Town Band. Miss
Sara Silner sang patriotic songs. Nine

September 25th
An appeal to people to send money to the
Courier Office when every 6d sent would
ensure a quarter of a pound of excellent
smoking mixture plus five cigarettes would


be sent to a soldier at the front.

1. On the previous Thursday a fast train
carrying a local detachment of the 4th
Battalion West Kent Regiment had
passed through Edenbridge S.E.R.
Station. Parcels and letters addressed to
local people had been thrown out as the
train went through.

October 2nd
Photographs of two Edenbridge men
wounded:Private Percy Jeal of Marlpit Hill and Private
Frank Underhill of the 19th Hussars, a
prisoner of war.

. Count and Countess Riccardi Cubitt
had invited Belgian refugees and
wounded to tea at Eden Hall.

October 9th
Announcement of the resignation of the
Rev. H. Somers-Cocks. He would be leaving
at Christmas to go to his old parish of
Eastnor in Herefordshire, where his nephew
Lord Somers was the Patron. The Rector
of Eastnor had recently been killed in a car
crash. The Rev. Somers-Cocks had been
Vicar of Edenbridge for eight years.

November 6th
On Sunday – All Saints Day – a muffled
peal of bells had been rung at the Parish
Church in memory of those who had fallen
in the War. The mufflers used had been
donated, and would be kept for future use.
1,008 Stedman triples had been rung in the
morning and 751 in the evening.

October 16th

November 15th

No report.

1. The local detachment of the Foreign
Service Battalion of the West Kent
Regiment had landed safely at Port Said.

October 23rd
The arrival in Edenbridge of Belgian
refugees and wounded men. The County
of Kent was the first in the country to
offer hospitality to Belgian refugees. The
Commandant of the Edenbridge Red
Cross thanked all those who had helped in
preparing a temporary hospital and for gifts
of money, food and clothing.

. A Red Cross report stated that the
hospital for Belgian wounded at Church
House had closed temporarily. This
was because those in the first batch had
become convalescent and also through
lack of funds.
. At the Red Cross hospital at Marlpit
Hill Dr. Scott and the Matron had been
presented with gifts by grateful Belgian
soldiers.

October 30th

November 20th
1. Private W. H. Dowson of the Royal
Sussex Regiment had been killed in
action. He had been working at New
Barns Farm when he was called up as a
reservist.
Image: P2003.1026 Belgian wounded soldiers with Red Cross nurses
outside Rickards Hall, Edenbridge during WW1, 1914.

. Two cases of Smallpox had been reported
among Belgian refugees landed at
Folkestone. However, precautions had


been taken and no further cases had
occurred.

December 11th
Parcels had been sent to men at the front.
Each parcel contained a three pound
Christmas pudding, a quarter of a pound of
tobacco, fifty cigarettes, matches, cigarette
paper, mittens, a pack of playing cards and a
soldier’s hymn book.

. Sergeant H. Styles who had worked at
Hever and been called up as a reservist
was reported wounded.
November 27th
1. Report of the death of Lieut. Frederick
Ernest Styles of “Blackmoor”, Four Elms
– killed in action at Etraux in France.
A letter from his Commanding Officer,
now a prisoner of war, had been received
by his parents (letter quoted in full).
He had been a member of the Royal
Munster Fusiliers and very popular
in Four Elms. He had organised a
cricket match between Four Elms and a
Regimental team.

December 18th
1.
In the recent floods, fields on both
sides of the river were under water and
farmers suffered damage. However, the
prompt action of the District Council
prevented Pound Pit from flooding (specific
action taken was not mentioned).
2.
On the previous Saturday, December
12th, a troop of the Hampshire Yeomanry
were billeted in the town. Horses were
quartered in the Market Yard and the arrival
of more troops was anticipated.

. The £500 target for the Relief Fund
had been reached. Mr. & Mrs. Roger
Thompson had accordingly donated a
further £100.
December 4th
Convalescent Soldiers outing.
1. Belgian soldiers accompanied by Dr
Scott, the Matron and six nurses from
the Marlpit Hill hospital had an outing
to London. They had toured London by
bus, had visited St Paul’s Cathedral and
Westminster Abbey, and had lunch at
the Strand Palace Hotel.

Image: P2012.1921 Hampshire Carabineer Yeomanry in the courtyard of
the Crown Hotel, Edenbridge, January 1915.

. The Rev Somers-Cocks had been
unwilling that money should be raised
for his benefit at such a time when it had
been proposed that contributions should
be made towards a gift for him on his
retirement from Edenbridge. However,
he would be glad if contributions of no
more than 6d could be made towards
a Roll of all incumbents of the Church
from earliest times to the present day, to
be placed in the Church.

December 25th
Christmas Day
1. A Volunteer Training Corps was to be
organised by C.V.H. Newington for all
men under service age and for those not
available for the Army who had genuine
reasons. There would be practice at the
miniature rifle range and when efficient,


the Corps would be recognised by the
War Office.

Army.
. A report of two Edenbridge men killed
on HMS Formidable.

. A real English Christmas dinner
followed by an entertainment in the
Oddfellows Hall was organised for the
Belgium refugees by several ladies and
gentlemen of the town.

. Corporal Johnson of Edenbridge had
been promoted to Second Lieutenant for
gallantry in the retreat from Mons.
4. A further meeting of the Volunteer
Training Corps. Their aim was to do
their duty in the face of an enemy
invasion.

. In the last three months two parcels each
had been sent to local men at the Front
as well as to the prisoners of War.
January 1st 1915

January 22nd

1. There had been a number of gratifying
replies from men who had received
parcels sent by residents of Edenbridge.
They mentioned the usefulness of the
gifts and the cheering thought that men
at the Front were not forgotten, and most
cordial thanks were expressed.

Report on the Old People’s Dinner held the
previous Wednesday. It was notable that out
of a Parish of 3,000 there could assemble 90
people over the age of 70 years of age besides
others not strong enough to attend. This was
testimony to the healthful condition of the
district.

. Report of a gale on the previous Monday
evening, December 28th. Many trees
were uprooted and sheds and chicken
houses blown down. Pedestrians
narrowly missed by falling slates and
guttering. The football pavilion on the
recreation ground had been blown thirty
yards from its original site.

January 29th
1. A report of a septuagenarian, Private
T. Spittles, in the Army. He was on
duty with his battalion, the 3rd Surrey
Regiment at Dover on home defence.
He had been born at Furnace Farm on
November 5th, 1844.

. Forty Belgium refugees had attended the
Christmas dinner, and today, January
1st, were to have tea and a Christmas
tree. This was for all refugees as well as
any wounded soldiers in the district.

. All lights visible from outside to be
extinguished between 6.0 p.m. and 7.0
a.m. This because of the threat from
enemy aircraft. Employers were most
co-operative. The Tannery was to close at
5.30 p.m. and not re-open until 8.0 a.m.
each day and the Sunday Services, at the
Parish Church and St. Paulinus Church,
would be held at 3.30 p.m.

4. The employees at the Tannery had been
given a large joint of beef each by Messrs.
Whitmore. There had been a social
evening for the Hampshire Carbineers
who were billeted in the town.
January 8th

Editor’s note: Relevant photographs from the
museum’s collection have been added to this
article.

1. Mrs Tingley’s roll of honour. A widow
of twenty-one years who had reared a
family of seven sons and one daughter.
All seven sons were now serving in the
10

FOR CONSPICUOUS
DEVOTION TO DUTY…

Rosamunde Josephine Pennell was born in
Buenos Aires, Argentina on 12 May 1897.
Her father was George Herbert Pennell
(1860-1944), a General Surgeon. Originally
from Australia, George had been educated
at Lancing College, West Sussex and
Lincoln College Oxford. He trained as a
surgeon at Guy’s Hospital School and later
served as a clinical assistant at the Royal
London Opthalmic Hospital, Moorfields
and as a medical officer at the Evelina
Hospital for Sick Children, Southwark. He
emigrated to Argentina where he served as
a Medical Officer for the Argentine Great
Southern Railway.

By Joan Varley
Miss Rosamunde Josephine Pennell MM,
BRCS (VAD)

In 1893 he married Miss Frances Lucy
Lafone (1854-1922) and they had three
daughters, Amy Lafone Pennell (1894-1901),
Rosamunde Josephine Pennell (1897-1986),
and Marion Conseulo Pennell (1904-1971).

Rosamunde Josephine Pennell		

The 1911 census shows the family living
back in England, in Kingsbridge in Devon.
However it would appear that they had
decamped to Edenbridge by the time of the
Great War and were living at Waterlakes.

Image: www.ancestry.co.uk

On January 9th 1918, having lied about her
age, Rosamunde Josephine Pennell, known
to her family as Joey, boarded a ship bound
for Boulogne along with 11 other VADs
(Voluntary Aid Detachments) of whom
she was the youngest at 20. They had been
waiting six months for the posting following
one month’s training in motor mechanics.
This was a new venture for the British Red
Cross Society. They were going to join the
FANYs – First Aid Nursing Yeomanry
who were providing an ambulance
service between the bases and along
communication lines on the ‘Western Front’.

George Herbert Pennell		

In place since October 1914, it had taken
the FANYs many months to be accepted by
the British Army and they had in the first
instance run hospitals and clearing stations

Image: www.ancestry.co.uk
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for the Belgian and French armies. Having
eventually been accepted by the British
Army, and by 1918 proposing to set up
another convoy of ambulances at St. Omer,
they agreed to take BRCS VADs when they
couldn’t raise sufficient numbers of drivers
from their own ranks. And so Joey and her
compatriots joined the FANYs in St. Omer.

starting from within days of her arrival and
continuing until January 1919.
Sixty years later, Joey discovered a packet of
the letters she’d written home from France
and published an engrossing account of her
adventures in Red Herrings of 1918 from
which much of the information in this
article is derived.
Casualties arrived in St. Omer by train or
by boat along the canal where they were
off loaded at the jetty formerly used by the
brickworks. The VADs and FANYs would
be at the ready, waiting for the call to come
through to the secretary and then they
would be despatched at regular intervals
with sometimes 10 to 15 ambulances
making up the convoy.
Once loaded with casualties the driver
would start off at a snail’s pace and as soon
as they were out of the way stop and offer
cigarettes to their passengers and summarily
assess the seriousness of their wounds so that
they could fix their speed accordingly. Once
the casualties had been delivered to the
nominated hospital, and the blankets and
pillows returned then the vehicle had to be
scrubbed out.

Nissen Huts of the St. Omer Convoy, First Aid Nursing Yeomanry,
c.1918-1919.
© IWM (Q 7966)

The VADs occupied small Nissen Huts
(named after their designer, Major Peter
Norman Nissen of the 29th Company Royal
Engineers) on a camp with separate huts
for cook house, mess and ablutions. Only
partially complete when they arrived, over
the coming weeks and months the VADs
furnished and painted their individual
cubicles to make them more comfortable
and homely. There was, however, not a lot
of time to be spent on these activities as
their daily details included servicing and
maintaining their own vehicles, driving
doctors and dentists on their daily rounds
of local hospitals, medical facilities or
labour camps (Chinese), and collecting and
delivering hospital equipment, laundry,
coffins for the dead, and even coal.

There were opportunities for some fun
and relaxation on their days off, such as
trips to Boulogne, walks in the woods and
entertainments such as visits to the theatre
(in an old French Riding School attached
to the barracks) and dances. Dancing in
public was initially forbidden for the VADs,
though not for the FANYs. However a
compromise was found in that whilst the
VADs weren’t allowed to attend a dance at
the adjacent YMCA organised by a visiting
regiment, they were given permission to
entertain some of the soldiers in their own

“F.A.N.Y.s – Not Fish Flesh nor Fowl but dam’
good Red Herrings” General Plumer. 2nd Army. A Red
Herring was the badge painted on the front and rear of
the ambulances.

These details all comprise the content of
the letters that Joey regularly sent home
to her father, mother and sister Consie,
12

mess hall with music, dancing and drinks.

They showed great bravery and coolness,
and were an example to all ranks. They
also carried to safety and helped in every
way French civilians.”

In May 1918, St. Omer suffered air raids
with serious loss of life. However according
to Joey the worst raid took place in late
April.

As the raids continued over St. Omer
Josephine’s family became increasingly
worried about her and there were discussions
in letters about her returning home early.
In a letter to her father dated April 21st she
says: “I have never had such a happy time in
my life. But … if you think it wiser that I
should come home I shall never regret doing
so. … what I shall do at home I have no idea.
… it would have to be regular night duties at
Eden Hall, or every day at Marlpit …”

“Many of us were in bed when the sirens began
… the order was … come ready for the road.
… Soon the archies (anti-aircraft guns) began
to give tongue. ... Sometimes in the intervals
… the “terrumm terrumm” of the German
Taube bombers seemed to come down from
right overhead. ... A tremendous crash… then
another… and another… “They’ve got the
town”, someone volunteered. … the phone
rang “Ambulances wanted at the Station …”

As the German Spring Offensive brought
them within shelling distance the camp was
moved away from the town to la Malassise
Monastery and in June Joey got leave. She
spent some of the time in London with a
friend and some of the time in Edenbridge
visiting family where her father was the
volunteer Medical Officer for Eden Hall.

During the course of these raids the VADs
and FANYs tirelessly carried out their duties.
On 21st June 1918 it was reported in the
local press that “Miss Pennell receives
Military Medal for distinguished service
driving a motor ambulance and rescuing
nurses under fire in France. Her father was
a local surgeon, and the family lived at
Waterlakes.”

Following her return to St. Omer the Allied
Forces were now beating back the German
Advance and a period of slackness set in
for the VADs and the FANYs as the raids
ceased and the wounded were scarce in their
sector. As the Germans were pushed further
and further back, Joey and her colleagues
were able to spend a few days visiting Paris
which had never been taken by the Germans
(although for a time it had been within
range of the big German railway guns).

“The King approved the award of the
Great War ‘Western Front’ Military
Medal to the undermentioned ladies for
distinguished service in the field. In each
case the acts of bravery were performed
during enemy air-raids on hospitals.
Miss Muriel Thompson, Miss Winifred
Millicent Elwes, Miss Elsie Agnes Courtis,
Miss Mary Richardson, Miss Mollie
O’Connel-Bianconi, Miss Hilda May
Dickinson, Miss Elizabeth Beveridge
Callender, all F.A.N.Y.

Josephine was to continue her duties
in France, interspersed with various
entertainments, learning French, riding
lessons and excursions, through to the end
of hostilities and on into 1919, returning
home towards the end of January that year.

Miss Katherine Fabling, Miss Margaret
Davidson, Miss Stella Dickson, Miss J
Pennell, all B.R.C.S. (V.A.D.)

Life must have seemed very different for
Joey when she returned to Edenbridge.
From her letters it is clear that Joey’s

All these ladies were out of their cars
during the raid, picking up and in every
way assisting the wounded and injured.
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F.A.N.Y.

mother had been suffering from ill health
for some time and her sister Consuela was
handicapped.

The First
Aid Nursing
Yeomanry was
formed 1907 as
a first aid link
between field
hospitals and the front lines, and was given
the yeomanry title as all of its members
were originally mounted on horseback.
Unlike nursing organisations, the FANYs
saw themselves rescuing the wounded and
giving first aid, similar to a modern combat
medic. Their founder, Sergeant Major, later
Captain, Edward Baker, a veteran of the
Sudan Campaign and the Second Boer
War, felt that a single rider could get to a
wounded soldier faster than a horse-drawn
ambulance. Each woman was trained not
only in first aid but signalling and drilling
in cavalry movements.

Joey’s mother died in 1922 and her father
was remarried in 1923 to Anna Nancy
Landon (1882-1953). During that same
year, on 2nd August Rosamunde Josephine
Pennell married Roy Stanhope Tennent at
Edenbridge Parish Church. They had one
child, Charles James Pennell Tennent (19241983). Joey died in Weymouth on 11th July
1989.
References
Census 1911.
Guise-Mist Family Tree and Bellhouse Family Trees,
www.ancestry.co.uk accessed 28th June 2014.
Kent and Sussex Courier, July 1918.
London Gazette, Supplement, 30th July 1918.
Pennell, George Herbert (1860 - 1944). Plarr’s Lives
of the Fellows: a biographical register of the fellows of
the Royal College of Surgeons of England. livesonline.
rcseng.ac.uk accessed 28th June 2014.

During World War One, two of the leaders
of FANY, lieutenants McDougall and
Franklin, arrived in Calais in late October
1914, driving motor ambulances instead of
horses.

Tennent, R. Josephine. 1980. Red Herrings of 1918.
Midas Books.

V.A.D.

The British army initially wanted nothing
to do with them, so they drove ambulances

The Voluntary Aid Detachment (VAD)
was a voluntary organisation providing
field nursing services, mainly in hospitals,
in the United Kingdom and various other
countries in the British Empire. The
organisation was founded in 1909 with
the help of the British Red Cross Society
and Order of St. John. By the summer of
1914 there were over 2,500 Voluntary Aid
Detachments in Britain. Each individual
volunteer was called a detachment, or simply
a VAD. The organisation’s most important
periods of operation were during World War
I and World War II.
Source: Voluntary Aid Detachment.
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voluntary_Aid_Detachment,
accessed 22nd July 2014.

Image: IWM (Q 10704) First Aid Nursing Yeomanry (FANY) ambulance
drivers attending to their cars at St. Omer, 28 February 1918.
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‘TIL THE BOYS COME HOME

and ran hospitals and casualty clearing
stations for the Belgian and French armies.
However they were eventually accepted by
the British Army and by the Armistice, they
had been awarded many decorations for
bravery, including 17 Military Medals, 1
Legion d’Honneur and 27 Croix de Guerre.

On the 10th May 2014 the museum
launched its World War One
commemorative exhibition ‘Til the boys come
home – the Eden Valley during the Great
War – the Home Front. The focus of the
exhibition was the impact of the war on the
people of Edenbridge and the surrounding
villages and hamlets and those who lived
and worked in the rural areas of the valley.

The FANY was officially renamed the
Princess Royal’s Volunteer Corps in 1999,
after being given permission by Anne,
Princess Royal to use her title, and is now
referred to as FANY (PRVC).
Sources:
FANY (PRVC). Princess Royal’s Volunteer Corps.
www.fany.org.uk, accessed 28th June 2014
First Aid Nursing Yeomanry http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/First_Aid_Nursing_Yeomanry,
accessed 28th June 2014

Louisa May Dupe was chosen as our poster girl for the exhibition. She worked in the Tannery during WW1 and later married
Arthur (Spider) Geal who survived the war.

Whilst many of the men of the valley first
enlisted and then were conscripted, those
who stayed behind were also part of the war
effort, working the land, becoming Special
Constables and joining home defence militia
such as the Volunteer Training Corp.
Some women left the area to go and work
in munitions factories and other industries
supporting the war effort, or to take the
15

place of men who had gone to war in shops,
offices and factories, as well as on the buses
and trains. Locally they took the places of
men at the Tannery.
Within the Eden Valley, many more
women turned to work on the land as their
husbands, sons and brothers were called to
war; and others volunteered as nurses to
work in the hastily set up hospitals in the
area that were receiving injured refugees and
casualties from the front.
The children too played their part, writing
to men at the front, making up parcels to
send them, and encouraging their parents to
save for the war effort.
The exhibition covers many of these varying
aspects of the home front in the Eden Valley
during World War One.
To mark the opening of the exhibition the
museum invited a number of local groups
to participate including the Scouts, Forge
Singers and the Town Band, along with
two groups of WW1 re-enactors, the Rifles
Living History Society and the Queen’s
Own Royal West Kent Regiment Living
History Group.

Museum volunteers Janet Slack and Janet
Lewis.
Image: © Joan Varley

The Scouts marched in the High Street
along with the Town Band and the reenactors. There was a munitions display,
‘Show and Tell’ stands, one-to-one bayonet
fighting displays and a very popular
(multiple showings) of a film on the Belgian
experience in the Great War followed by a
Q&A session with Andrew Morgan of the
Rifles Living History Society.
Around 600 people attended during the
course of the day and many enjoyed the
refreshments laid on in the ‘British Kitchen’
with dishes based on Mrs Beeton’s 1914
recipe book.

Re-enactors marching in the High Street.
Image: © Stuart McGregor

The following pictures will give readers a
‘taste’ of that event.
16

The Town Band followed by the WW1
re-enactors and Edenbridge Scouts march
down the High Street.
Image: © Joan Varley

Andrew Morgan
Rifles Living History Society.
Image: © Stuart McGregor

Marching into the Courtyard.
Image: © Stuart McGregor

Members of the Forge Singers dressed as
WW1 Nurses.

Council Leader, Bob Orridge welcoming
everyone to the event.

Image: © Stuart McGregor

Image: © Stuart McGregor
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Bayonet practice.

Image: © Stuart McGregor

The Forge Singers entertain the visitors with songs popular in the First World War.
Image: © Joan Varley
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There was work to be done in the kitchen too…

Claire Donithorn, Cheryl Bell, Richard Johnson and Julie Johnson on duty in the
‘British Kitchen’ serving food of the period including ‘Bully Beef’ and Camp Coffee.
Image: © Joan Varley

The British Kitchen in full swing.		

Image: © Stuart McGregor
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Peter Zieminski on the Queen’s Own Royal
West Kent Regiment Living History Group
on the ‘show and tell’ stand.
Image: © Stuart McGregor

Museum member Peter Stephens
performed with the Forge Singers .
Image: © Stuart McGregor

Jane Higgs entering into
the spirit of the day.
Image: © Stuart McGregor

Display of one-to-one bayonet fighting.

The Forge Singers also afforded us
with a Naval presence on the day.

Image: © Stuart McGregor

Image: © Stuart McGregor
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Re-enactors posing in the courtyard. Image: © Stuart McGregor

The end of a long but very rewarding day.		

Image: © Joan Varley.

Further images from the opening event can be found on the back cover.
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THEY SERVED THEIR
COUNTRY DURING TWO
WORLD WARS

WILFRED HUMPHREY from Bough
Beech served as a Corporal in the Queen’s
Own Royal West Kent Regiment during
World War One. During World War Two
Wilfred served in the Home Guard.

By Joan Varley and Ray Tatnall
2014 marked the 75th anniversary of the
outbreak of World War Two. For those
young men who served in, and survived
World War One, the prospect of another
World War must have been daunting, but
they would have been relieved to have been
too old for active service overseas.
However the Second World War impacted
on the lives of people at home to an even
greater extent than during World War
One and many were needed to serve their
country for a second time, albeit this time at
home.
Two such local individuals were Wilfred
Humphrey and Frank Tatnall.

Image: P2002.4 Wilfred Humphrey in Home Guard uniform,
c. 1939-1945.

FRANK TATNALL, originally from
Marsh Green before moving to Church
Street in Edenbridge, also served his country
during two world wars.

Image: P2002.345 Frank Tatnall (centre). c.1914.

Image: P2002.138 Wilfred Humphrey, c.1914-1918.
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During World War One Frank served in the
Essex Regiment and during World War Two
he served as an auxiliary fireman.

Image: P2002.347 Frank Tatnall in Auxiliary Fireman’s
uniform during World War Two, 1939-1945.

Image: P2002.332 Frank Tatnall in World War One uniform
with the Essex Regiment shoulder badge, c.1915.

My grandmother lived in Marsh Green and
she shared an unusual air raid shelter with her
neighbour. It was “ home-made” and appeared
to be either an old van or car, sunk into the
ground and covered with earth over the top. I
cannot remember ever having made use of it
myself.

As remembered by his son, Ray . . .
My father was in the Auxiliary Fire Service
during the war, and this was in addition to his
“ daytime job”. I cannot remember him telling
me about any fires that he attended; perhaps it
was illegal to do so.

Marsh Green also had an air raid shelter in
a field opposite the Wheatsheaf pub which my
father and his brother and others helped to
construct.

The only incident I remember him mentioning
to me happened in the Stick Hill area. They
were in a shooting brake type vehicle towing
a pump which started swaying to and fro and
they finished up in some woods. Later the
Chief arrived and asked the driver how fast
they were travelling – “About 30 mph” he
replied, to which the Chief remarked “First
time round the clock or second!” I do not think
that anybody was seriously hurt.

At the Church School there was a shelter at the
end of the playground, and there was also one
in Church Street.
Indoors we had a “Morrison” type shelter
constructed from steel angles, plates, etc. My
brother and I drew chalk lines on the top to
represent roads for our Dinky-type cars to be
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Image: Aspects of Edenbridge, no.10, p.15. EDHS 1994 The Air Raid
Shelter which could hold 30 people, opposite the Wheatsheaf Pub in
Marsh Green.

pushed along! There were straps forming a
base [for the beds] but we discarded these as
they were most uncomfortable, and just used
a mattress. After the war the shelters were
collected for scrap, but the mesh side panels
were left (or scrounged). They were useful for
mending chicken runs, fences, etc. I believe a
small piece still survives in the garden.

One day several of us discovered some
unexploded incendiary bombs quite close to
“Tank Wood”. We brought these souvenirs
home; my father was not pleased!
I often cycled to Marsh Green to see my
grandparents. In a field close to their cottage
there was a Barrage Balloon operated from
a trailer winch. The airman who operated
it used to call to obtain water for a brew. It
was a great place to play, but we had to wait
until the officer had finished his daily visit.
The “Corporal in charge” was called Billy and
he came from Portsmouth. After the war he
invited us to visit him and his family. It was
our first holiday but I can’t remember much
detail.

During the war I contracted German Measles
much to my disgust, and wanted Dr Coates
to let me have English Measles (so I was told).
When I was in hospital in Tunbridge Wells I
remember there was an Italian prisoner of war
in the bed adjacent to me. I do not think that
he was a security risk as he was unguarded,
and I do not recall seeing any handcuffs, and
did not lose any sleep.

Another post-war memory was seeing German
prisoners of war helping with the foundations
of the “Prefabs” in Church Street, which I
believe were manufactured in Bristol. The
Germans had a reputation of being good
workers. Also there was the demolition of
the “Pill Boxes” which was a difficult job, as
they had been solidly constructed. However, I
cannot remember them being built.

Another memory is the H.E. bomb that landed
by a bend in the river that we knew as the
“bream hole”. My brother and I were asleep
upstairs in bed, and I guess that the siren had
gone off and father had come upstairs to take
us down to the shelter. There was an explosion
and father flung himself over us. Fortunately
the bomb was the other side of the railway line
and the embankment must have taken a lot of
the blast.

Ray Tatnall
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WORLD WAR TWO

these disappeared at the time of the metal
collection for munitions.

From the archives…

The unit grew to be about one hundred
strong and was commanded by Captain
Dickie Darnley M.C. who lived at Marlpit
Hill. He had lost a leg in the 1914-18 War.
Mr Tom Smith (a coal merchant, haulier
and removal man) was the Company
Sergeant Major and his son Robin was
a member before he was called up into
the R.A.F. Dave Harrison was one of the
Sergeants.

THE HOME GUARD
Griffiths, W.M. (Ed.) Aspects of Edenbridge
No. 10, Edenbridge and District Historical
Society, 1994.
During the early months of the war a unit
of Local Defence Volunteers was formed
in Edenbridge. Members were identified
by armbands marked L.D.V. and local
sportsmen handed over their shot guns to
the unit. Training began using these guns,
broom handles and whatever else could be
utilised in drill sessions.

Mr Jack Bentley arranged to take over the
instruments of the Scouts Band when their
activities were suspended at the beginning
of the war and the Edenbridge Home Guard
unit had their own band. Tich Harrison
recalls learning to play the tenor drum. He
never quite mastered the stick twirling and
kept losing them while spinning them in
the air. Mr Bentley got rather cross when he
could not hear the tenor drum beat!

In time the L.D.V. became the Home
Guard and gradually items of uniform and
equipment arrived.
Among the members were Mr Dave
Harrison, a local barber, now ninety-five
years old and his son Cyril, better known as
Tich. They recalled their days in the unit.

The unit met for drill during the week
and for exercises and manoeuvres at
week-ends.
Little by little uniforms and equipment
arrived. The men said that the khaki
overalls came in two sizes – too big
and too small – so wives and mothers
were kept busy cutting and stitching
these rather scratchy garments to make
them fit. Helmets, caps and bandoliers
also arrived and the shot guns and
broomsticks were replaced by Canadian
Ross rifles. These weighed twenty-one
pounds so drill with them was a very tiring
business. In due course ammunition for the
guns arrived but each man was issued with
only five rounds.

Image: P2002.74 The Drill Hall, Edenbridge

Meetings were held in the Drill Hall which
used to stand where the Fire Station is now.
It was a large building which had been given
to the town by Captain Styles, one time
M.P. for the area. It had a large hall and
living accommodation alongside and above.
At one time there were captured German
World War One machine guns outside, but

The response to the question, “Sir, what
do we do when we have used all our
ammunition against the enemy?” was
“Throw stones I suppose!”…
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ANNIE’S PICTURE
POST CARD COLLECTION
Photographs and story courtesy of Jill
Harwood with contributions by Joan
Varley

Image: P2014.2268_2 Lawrence Crisp and Mary Ann (Annie) Bennett,
m.1910

Lawrie and Annie lived at Rose Cottage,
West Wittering but often visited the
Bennetts at Sunny Side. They had no
children but played a big part in bringing up
Annie’s nephew Norman Straughan after his
mother Mabel died in 1918.

Image: P2014.2268_1 Mary Ann (Annie) Bennett, 1881-1965

The whole family sent each other post cards
to keep in touch and Annie collected many
of them. The collection includes post cards
to and from all the nine Bennett children
and their mother from around 1904 until
about 1930. She also had a collection
of unsent post cards depicting scenes in
Edenbridge and nearby villages.

Background
Mary Ann Bennett, who was always known
as Annie, was born in Warnham, Sussex in
1881 to James and Mary Bennett who had
nine children. James was a hoop maker.
The family eventually settled at 9 Sunny
Side, Edenbridge.
Annie was a domestic servant as were her
sisters and she held various positions starting
close to home at Crockham Hill, but later
working in both Surrey and West Sussex.
In 1910 Annie married Lawrence Crisp who
was the village carpenter and joiner in West
Wittering, Sussex.

Before the Great War
This first post card, depicting a scene
at Hilders Lane, Marlpit Hill was sent
by Harold Bennett to his mother at 15
Sunnyside Edenbridge in 1907 on the
occasion of her birthday.
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London and New York. She commanded
some of the highest fees of her day, and her
exploits were reported on both sides of the
Atlantic. It was common for such celebrities
to be the subject of picture post cards.

Image: P2014.2286

The picture post card below of Miss Edna
May was sent to Annie by her friend
Winnie. Whilst the date is unclear, it
appears to be before 1910 as it was sent to
15 Sunnyside, refers to Annie as Miss A
Bennett and talks about Annie moving to a
new place in service.

This delightful birthday post card, printed
in Germany, was sent to Annie by her
mother in 1913 and carried news of the
birth of a premature baby to Annie’s brother
Frederick John (Jack) and his wife Rose.

Few people today will have heard of the
actress and singer Edna May (1878 - 1948),
but 100 years ago she was the toast of
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Dear Mother received your kind letters
hoping this will find you quite well I must say
it leaves me at present Sorry too busy to write
letter remember me to Bob with love from Bert

The Great War – WW1
The following post cards were sent during
the latter period of the Great War.

Albert (Bert) was born on 26 January 1896
in Edenbridge. He survived the Great War
and died in Tunbridge Wells in 1981.
This next post card was sent by Lily
(Lavinia). She was born in 1906 to Frederick
John (Jack) Bennett and his wife Rose and
normally resided in Redhill. It is addressed
to 9 Sunnyside, Edenbridge, Kent and is
dated September 1st, but we don’t know the
year.

This RFC post card was sent by Albert Isaac
Bennett to his mother, Mary Bennett. It is
postmarked 3 Jan 1917 and addressed to
Mrs Bennett, 9 Sunny Side, Edenbridge,
Kent, and the text reads:
Dear Mother
Just a few lines to say I arrived quite safe. I
wish I was back home again I had such a nice
time with you all at home never mind cheer up
I will write more next time love Bert xxxxx

Image: P2014.2288

The subject of the post card is The Firs,
Marlpit Hill, Edenbridge; and the text
reads:

This second post card, also sent by Albert is
an example of one of the many embroidered
cards, or ‘Silks’ produced in Belgium and
France. This one has the motto: “Souvenir
d’Arras”. The date it was sent is unknown
but the text reads:

Dear Uncle
I hope you are allright we are at home. Dad
has got to go for a soldier. I am staying with
grandmothers for a few days. Voilet has be
to see us, Tora Startops girl. Gladys has sent
a postcard to uncle Harold. I wish you were
home but I shall be glad when you come home,
with love from your niece Lily xxxxxxxxxxxx
The next post card was sent by William
Henry Bennett to his mother and is another
example of a ‘Silk’. It depicts a butterfly with
the flags of the Allies decorating its wings
and the words ‘Mother - Longing to See You’.
The text reads:
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Albert and William Bennett both
survived the Great War. Their brother
Harold Arthur, born in Edenbridge
in 1898, was not so fortunate. He was
a Private in the Royal Army Medical
Corp and was killed in Flanders,
Belgium on 7th October 1917.

Dear Ma
Just a line to let you know I am still keeping
well hoping you are all in the best of health
I received your letter and Ernie address so I
might have chance to see him well must close
now so fondest of love to you all from your
ever loving son Will xxxxxxxxxxxxx Kindly
remember me to Mrs Hunt
This ‘Silk’ below was sent by William Henry
Bennett to his nephew Norman (Sonny).
The text reads:

Dear Little Sonny Just a line hoping you and
granma and grandad are keeping well as it
leaves me quite well at present how is your
dad I hope he is keeping alright I shall be glad
when we can all get back home to see you well
I must close now give my love to granma and
grandad with fondest of love from your uncle
Will xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

A birthday post card sent by Annie’s
younger sister Lizzie to their father John
Bennett at 9 Sunny Side in 1926.
Prior to WW1 the picture post cards sent to
Annie by her sister Lizzie and other relatives
appear to have mainly depicted scenes from
where they were living or in service such as
the one overleaf depicting Regent Street in
London, sent by Lizzie to her sister when she
was in service in Chichester. Postmarked 18
March 1904.

Post-War
Communication by picture post card
between the various members of the Bennett
family continued into the next decade.
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Other cards sent by Lizzie depicted Kew
Gardens, the Bank of England and the
River Thames.
After the war many of the picture post cards
depict seaside resorts such as Westgateon-Sea (postmarked 1922), Shanklin, Isle
of Wight (postmarked 1922), Brighton
(postmarked 1923), and Bognor Regis
(postmarked 1924) (below).
Image: P2014.2268_3 Lawrie and Annie Crisp, Holly Cottage,
London Road, Westerham, c.1965

NOTES
Sunny Side and Sunnyside
The existence of a Sunny Side and a
Sunnyside in Edenbridge has caused some
confusion. A post card from Lizzie to Miss
Bennett dated 1905 is to 15 Sunny Side,
whereas the post card from Harold to his
mother in 1907 is to 15 Sunnyside. A post
card sent by Rose Bennett to her mother in
1909 is to 9 Sunnyside, whereas one sent by
Jack and Rose to his mother in 1911 is to
9 Sunny Side although one from someone
called Horace sent to Mrs Bennett that same
year is addressed to 9 Sunnyside. And the
various spellings of the address continue
throughout the 1920s.

In later life, Annie and Lawrie moved to
Westerham and lived at Holly Cottage
on London Road. Annie died in 1965 in
Orpington Hospital and Lawrie carried
on alone. After retirement he continued
to restore antiques and was surrounded by
them when I used to visit as a child. He
died aged 93 in 1976 and had already given
the post card collection to my mother along
with family photos when he went in to a
nursing home a couple of years earlier. The
collection passed to me after my mother’s
death.

From this post card in Annie’s collection
it would appear that Sunny Side was the
unmade up road that ran parallel to the
Redhill to Tunbridge Wells railway line,
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Image: P2014.2283

1 Jill Harwood is the Great Niece of Annie’s husband
Lawrence Crisp.

and just south of the Top Station. However
the current street sign now calls this road
SUNNYSIDE.

2 The Bennett Children
•Mary Ann “Annie” Bennett (12 Nov 1881 Warnham,
Sussex - 1965 Orpington Hospital, Kent) m.1910
Lawrence (Lawrie) Crisp “Lawrie” (15 Feb 1883
Deptford - 19 Aug 1976 Westerham, Kent).
•Elizabeth (Liz) Bennett (11 Apr 1883 Warnham,
Sussex - 16 Mar 1958 Eastbourne, Sussex) m.1908
Eastbourne to Arthur Edward Hilton (1882 Eastbourne,
Sussex - 1938 Eastbourne, Sussex). One son, Arthur
b.1908.
•Frederick John (Jack) Bennett (24 Dec 1885
Tonbridge, Kent - 1964 Horsham, Sussex) m.1905
Reigate, Surrey to Miriam Rose Haiselden (1886
Nutfield, Surrey - 1960 Surrey). Lived in Redhill,
Surrey seven children including Lavinia (Lily) b.1906.

Image: P2014.2270

Sunnyside was a group of cottages along the
main road between the two railway bridges,
now demolished.

•Florence Kate Bennett, known as Kate, twin of
Frederick John (24 Dec 1885 Tonbridge, Kent - 1962
Willesden) m.1933 William D Finch.

The 1901 and 1911 census’ show the family
living at 9 Sunnyside.

•Mabel Ellen Bennett (1888 Uckfield, Sussex - c.1918
Paddington) m.1912, Kingston-upon-Hull to Ernest
Straughan (1890 Yorkshire, died after 1919) one son,
Norman (Sonny) b.13 Dec 1913 - 2004 Southampton,
Hampshire.

The picture post cards included in this
article are just a small number of those
collected by Annie Bennett. More than 75
have been scanned by Jill Harwood who
has many more in albums too delicate to be
handled.

•William Henry Bennett (1890 Hadlow Down, Sussex
- 1979 Eastbourne, Sussex)
•Charles Alfred Bennett (28 Sep 1892 Buxted, Sussex)
m.1920 Lewisham to Winnie Ingerfield (1891-1970),
one son, Gordon.

Some of the original post cards along with
reproductions of others will form part of
a future display of Silks and Picture Post
Cards at the museum.

•Albert Isaac Bennett (26 Jan 1896 Edenbridge, Kent
- 1981 Tunbridge Wells, Kent) m.Nellie F Jones.
•Harold Arthur Bennett (1897 Edenbridge - 7 Oct 1917
Flanders, Belgium).
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THE LORD
OF THE MANOR

to grow crops and some dens were settled
permanently. The system of land tenure was
boclond (bookland), held by written charter
as opposed to folkland, occupied at the
discretion of the lord with no written title.
Lords could supply oxen and water mills for
the ceorls (free peasants) to use in exchange
for produce or labour. By the time of
Edward the Confessor the lord or thegn was
the most important person in a locality.

By Gavin Bateman
I was stumped when a German friend
staying in a “manor” B&B once asked
me for the definition of a manor house.
Edenbridge’s market charter was granted in
1227 to its Lord of the Manor but who and
what was the lord and the manor and its
history in the Edenbridge area?

This system was reaffirmed by the Norman
conquerors who encouraged
further clearing and settling
of the dens. William took
ownership of all land and
bestowed it on supporters. In
the Domesday Book the basic
unit of land is the manor
(from the Latin manerium the word seems to have come
over with the Normans).
Domesday lists 13,418
Lordships. A lord might be
a tenant-in-chief holding
Image: www.bl.uk/catalogues/illuminatedmanuscripts Medieval illustration of men harvesting wheat
a manor directly from the
with reaping-hooks, on a calendar page for August.
Queen Mary’s Psalter (Ms. Royal 2. B. VII), fol. 78v.
Crown, or a mesne lord if he
did not hold directly from
the Crown, but had his own tenants.
Manors originated in late Roman estates.
These passed into the Anglo-Saxon fyrd
Not every substantial house was a
concept, a militia to defend against Vikings
manerium. Fealty had to be due and lords
etc. Saxons founded settlements, identified
had seignorial rights and responsibility
now by the inclusion in their name of tun
to the king’s officers. Fealty was military
or ham (e.g. Godstone – ‘Goda’s farmstead’,
service pledged to the monarch. An
Wester-ham – ‘Westerly Homestead’).
important tenant-in-chief might be expected
As Christianity became established,
to provide ten knights, with lesser lords a
kings bestowed estates on churches and
smaller number, down to the mesne lord who
monasteries then on loyal subjects in return
might have to provide one knight service or
for rents and services.
fee, or pay money towards a portion of it.
Thomas de Camville (see later) is recorded
The area between the North and South
as paying 15 marks for three knights’ fees
Downs was one large forest. Farmers
for his Westerham manor. Manors could
from North Kent drove pigs to distant
be larger or smaller than a village, but all
‘dens’ (woodland pastures) for grazing.
comprised land and had jurisdiction over
As stronger ploughs were imported, from
tenants. In English law after the Conquest
the tenth century woodland was cleared
“Nulle terre sans seigneur» (no lordless land)
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was the principle. William imposed a strict
social hierarchy on this.

tenant without legal cause. Serfs were bound
to the land, unable to move and obliged
to work the lord’s fields. Other tenants
were franklins, holders free from feudal
service. Periodically all the tenants met at a
‘manorial court’, with the lord of the manor
or a steward as chairman. Each manor
had its own laws in a document called the
custumal, and anyone in breach could be
summoned by a notice fixed to the church
door and tried. The main business was
disputes between tenants, enforcing feudal
services owed to the lord by
them, and accepting new
tenants who had acquired
copyholds (see below) by
inheritance or purchase - for
which they were obliged to
pay a fine to the lord of the
manor.

The Normans generally insisted on
inheritance by the eldest son to keep large
holdings in the hands of a few trustworthy
lords. But by the time of Edward I, 200
years after Domesday, land title had often
become uncertain. Lords had granted away
holdings and in reality the whole feudal
structure became a patchwork of smaller
mesne manors.

During the 15th and
16th centuries it became
increasingly acknowledged
that custom or precedent
was important in law and
plaintiffs were able to resort
Image: Petrovich, M.B. et al, People in Time and Place: World Cultures. Silver, Burdett & Gunn, 1991.
to law courts, under the
authority of the monarch,
to resolve differences over tenure rather
There are three elements to a Manor:
than the manorial court. Manorial courts
were phased out completely during the 19th
1. the Lordship - the title granted by the
century.
manor,
The entry in Domesday for Westerham
shows that in 1086 the lord was Count
Eustace of Boulogne. His son and grandson
succeeded until, on the latter’s death in
1125, it passed to his daughter Matilda
who married King Stephen. Probably
through him Westerham passed to the
de Camville family on the death of his
son Count Eustace IV. The family came
to England with William in 1066 and,
until King John lost Normandy, still held
Camville-les-Deux-Eglises, from which
they took their name. Various Camvilles

. the Manorial - the manor and its land,
. the Seignory - the rights granted to the
holder of the Manor.
Under the open-field system each manor
had two or three large fields which were
divided into strips, cultivated by peasants
as tenants or serfs. The manor also included
woodland and pasture for common use, and
fields belonging to the lord.
Tenants had user rights to cropland and
common land. A lord could not evict a
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1291 to try to plead for this property back
as representing his rightful inheritance!
The fact that Edward I in 1292 granted
the manors of “Westram and Edulnebrugg,
now Eatonbridge, the manor paramount of
which parish has long been esteemed only
as an appendage to this of Westerham” to
Westminster Abbey, indicates that he was
not successful. His father Robert had ‘form’,
which may have influenced matters. There is
a note in 1281 to the constable of the Tower
of London to deliver Ralph de Penehurst,
Robert de Camville, John and Roger his
brothers, and others “imprisoned for trespass
of venison in the king’s park of Windsor” . It
looks as if Robert may have been a bit of a
tearaway even in his old age.

Image: Open Domesday www.domesdaymap.co.uk

were prominent in the midlands, some were
major supporters of King John. Certainly by
1227 Thomas de Camville was Lord of the
Manor of Westerham when he was granted
a market charter. Thomas (probably a minor
branch of the family) held the manors of
Westerham, and Shenfield and Fobbing in
Essex. Having taken the side of the barons
against King John, he was deprived of his
estates in 1215 but obtained restitution of
them in 1217 from Henry III.

The de Camvilles had been lords of manors
in Kent and Essex. A lord might hold
multiple manors in the same locality and

Edenbridge’s market charter was granted in
1227 to Robert Camville who seems to have
been Thomas’s son. So, since Edenbridge
was regarded as an adjunct to Westerham,
it is a fair bet that father carved out a
‘sublet’ and made his son mesne Lord of the
Manor at Edenbridge. Thomas died in 1235
when Robert was a minor but after he was
married, so it is attractive to speculate that
Robert was given Edenbridge as his wedding
present! 				

Image: National Library of Paris Deer hunting in the 14th Century.
Facsimile of a Miniature in the “Livre du Roy Modus” – Manuscript of
the Fourteenth Century

run them as a conglomerate. Robert de
Stangrave held manors at Bletchingly and
Oxted as well as Edenbridge. The Stangrave
family gained the manor at Edenbridge in
1293 and it became known as Stangrave
Manor. Westerham remained with the
abbot of Westminster as tenant-in-chief
right up to Henry VIII’s dissolution. It is
probable that the abbot granted a mesne
‘sublet’ of Edenbridge to the Stangraves.
The manor reverted to the crown in 1523
after the execution for treason of Edward
Stafford, Duke of Buckingham. In 1540
Henry VIII sold the manors of Westerham
and Edenbridge to John Gresham.

Robert borrowed money. In 1285 a writ
was issued against him on behalf of a
creditor for 76 shillings. Such borrowing
appears to have lost the Camvilles the
manors of Westerham and Edenbridge.
Robert’s son Thomas petitioned Edward I
for restoration of the manor of Westerham,
foreclosed on a debt of his father’s “to
Jewry”and ending up in the hands of
Queen Eleanor (wife of Henry III). Eleanor
notoriously made a habit of acquiring
estates Jews had foreclosed on, including
the de Camville manors. Thomas Camville
junior seemingly decided after her death in
34

The original Stangrave manor house
stood west of the High Street, north of
Lingfield Road. Parts of its moat survived
to the nineteenth century when a new
mansion was built. In the second half of the
twentieth century the land was developed
for housing (Manor House Gardens).

property law. The title can be separated from
the physical property just as mineral and
sporting rights. Some lords today receive
substantial sums as wayleaves, for wind
turbines which require footings deeper than
the topsoil (3ft) owned by the landowner.
The title of Lord of the Manor (later often
called ‘squire’), unlike titles of peerage, can
be inherited by females. It is the only title
that can be purchased - at least legitimately!
Anyone interested can look at websites
such as www.liberty100.co.uk. But a word
of caution - several claim that Joe Bloggs as
purchaser of X manor title is entitled to use
the title ‘Lord X’. He is not. His official title
would be ‘Joe Bloggs, Lord of the Manor
of X’. Also be careful what you are actually
acquiring. It is reported that when Chris
Eubank paid £45,000 for the Lordship of
the Manor of Brighton, he also acquired
feudal rights to 4,000 herring!

Edenbridge’s manor was probably not a
very important element of the portfolio of
its lords. It seems always to have been an
adjunct to Westerham and less valuable.
For example in the 1579 inquisition
(estate valuation) following the death
of Sir William Gresham, manors are
valued as “manor of Stangrave 16s 10d…
manor of Westerham 36s 10d…stable in
Southwark 10s”. So Edenbridge’s manor
was worth only a little more than a stable in
Southwark!
After the Black Death in 1350, labour
was scarce and it became difficult for lords
to impose duties on serfs. However their
property tenure continued, and in the 16th
century the courts began to protect these
customary tenants who became known as
copyholders, because the tenant was given
a copy of the court’s record of the fact as
a title deed. Copyhold tenure ended with
the 1926 Law of Property Act, converting
copyhold to freehold.
The open-field system was gradually
replaced, especially after the 15th century,
by private ownership of land in the process
known as Enclosure. From the late 15th
and 16th centuries there started to appear
‘gentry manors’. These estates frequently
included land held of more than one manor
and may have been unconnected with any
lordship title as such. An example of this
was Bore Place near Bough Beech, with
lands in at least three different historical
manors.
Lordships of the Manor still exist in English
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See Public Record in National Archives C
241/1/112

2	

See Public Record in National Archives SC
8/329/E909

3	

Maxwell-Lyte, H.C. (Ed.) Calendar of Close
Rolls, Edward I, vol. IV, 1296-1302. 1906.

4

Somers-Cocks, H.L. and V.F. Boyson,
Edenbridge, Edenbridge Chronicle Office, 1912.
P.33.

5

Chancery Inquisitions. p.m. 21 Eliz., 2 Pt. No.
14.

BRICKMAKING IN
THE EDEN VALLEY
By David Cufley
The museum display on the
gallery landing emphasises two
aspects of the trade that may
come as a surprise. The Wilks
family artefacts show these
aspects well, firstly that women
were equally part of the team
making bricks in the brickyard
and secondly that there
were products made on the
brickfield other than bricks.

Picture A. Family of Brickmakers working together at their berth, c.1808.
(See end note 4).

Image: P2002.527 Hilda Wilks throwing clay into a mould
at Chiddingstone Brickyard, c.1960.

Bricks were made by a team of workers;
known as a ‘berth’ or ‘stool’. This team
was generally made up of family members
the moulder being the father with his wife
the Kneader, who prepared the clay after
it had been brought from the pugmill by a
youngster. Once the green brick was taken
out of the mould it was loaded onto a hack
barrow to be taken down to the hackfield
to dry before being burnt in a clamp or
kiln. The barrow was wheeled down to

the hackfield by men,
frequently relatives of the
brick moulder. The Times
Newspaper of the 28 April
1874 reported a factory
inspector, Mr Baker, to
say ‘that a brickmaker his
wife and one boy could
earn £5-10s-6d a week’
while ‘a brickmaker his
wife and three children
could earn £8-7s-21/2d’.
The rather romanticised
pictures of brickmakers by
W.H. Pyne in C. Gray’s
Microcosm, (See Picture
A) shows an idealised
group at the moulding

Picture B. Edward Dobson’s 1850 figure 11 of a Pugmill. The horse or
Donkey would be harnessed to the shaft to power it.
(See end note 6).
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enough to take the shape of the
mould when thrown. In the
picture of the moulder (Picture
C) he is making handmade
bricks in the same manner
as his 18th and 19th century
Kent and Sussex brickmaking
predecessors.
The Chiddingstone moulder
is standing at the moulding
table having just thrown the
clay into the mould by raising
it to head level then casting
it into the mould. The mould
is a wooden frame placed over a stock
board that is pegged to the table. The stock
board has a raised section called a ‘kick’
that creates the frog in the finished brick.
Directly ahead of the mould is a pile of
pallets ready to receive the green bricks
when turned out of the moulds. Once on
the pallet the brick is placed on the hack
barrow, seen in the foreground of the
photograph. On the moulder’s left, just
visible above the table’s raised edge, can
be seen the sand used to dust the mould
and prevent the clay sticking to it. Behind
the moulder is a pile of kneaded clay ready
for moulding. In the background a pile of
clay lumps from the pug mill are ready for
kneading.		

Image: David Cufley Picture C. Brick Moulder at Chiddingstone
Brickworks, April 2000.

shed, although this structure does not look
as if it could keep off the rain or even the
sunshine.
The brick moulder was the worker who
sanded the mould before he threw the clay
into it pressing the clay into its corners
before using a ‘strike’ to remove the excess
clay. The green brick was then turned out
onto a timber board known as a pallet and
placed on the hack barrow (See Picture C).
The clay was prepared by the ‘temperer’
to ensure it was of the correct moisture`
content and texture. In North Kent the
clay was mixed with chalk to prevent it
cracking as it dried and with ash to aid its
burning. The clay was prepared in the off
season, November to March, by digging
it out and mixing it with the chalk and
together with the frost action made it
suitable for moulding. It was then put
through a washback and the pugmill.
The pugmill was a cylinder with a series of
rotating metal blades that cut and mixed
the clay. Originally the pugmills (Picture
B) were powered by horse or donkey but
after the introduction of steam engines they
were used to power them. The clay was
brought to the moulding table where the
kneader would massage it to ensure it was
evenly mixed without lumps and malleable

The museum photographs show the Wilks
family, three generations of brickmakers,
who came from Brailes, Warwickshire

Image: P2002.539 The Wilks family, c.1960.
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their local builders and
farmers. Wilks’ drain
pipes14 were land drains
for reducing waterlogging
on farm fields. This
manufacturing technology
after the 1850’s health
reports gave the impetus
for some brick companies
to produce socketed pipes
for use in sanitation and
rainwater drains. Doulton’s
brickworks at Erith being
one of those that switched
to salt-glazed drain pipes
as their main product.
Image: P2002.541 Connie and Nina Wilks building an example fireplace at Chiddingstone brickyard, 2002.

to Chiddingstone. The first was Owen
Wilks (1883-1954) then the brickfield
was run by his son Owen Alan R. Wilks
(1914-1988) and his daughters Constance
Wilks b1911, Nina Wilks b1916 and Hilda
Wilks b1919. The Wilks family working
in their brickfield is featured in the EDHS
publication ‘Passing Trades’. Owen was
the son of Thomas and Mary J. Wilks who
were farmers and brickmakers at Upper
Brailes, Warwickshire10. The Chiddingstone
brickfield developed from a brickfield
producing bricks and land drains to one
that also made briquettes, small decorative
bricks, for constructing fireplaces. The
business was closed by 1976 after the sisters
had run the brickfield on their own as C
& N Wilks. Their business card listed the
products as ‘Makers of multi-coloured
facing bricks and briquettes (handmade)’11.

The extent of the
products made
on the brickfields
can be seen by the
advertisements in
the directories.
Unfortunately, so far
as we know; none of
the local brickfields
advertised so we
must rely on other
records. The products
other brickmakers15
made could have
been made in the
Eden Valley area
included red facing
moulded bricks, red
machine made bricks,
radiating sewer
bricks, plain and
ornamental roofing
tiles, ridge tiles and
hip tiles16, drainpipes,
flower pots and
chimney pots. The

In 1911 Owen Wilks was a brick and
drain pipe manufacturer12 at Brailes,
Warwickshire who brought his manufactory
to Chiddingstone c1924. Among his other
products was a clay mouse trap that he
patented in 191913. Brickmakers were always
looking to make new products to satisfy
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Picture D. Wilks Land
Drain, display item 19,
EDEVT: 1151. Photograph by
David Cufley.

range of products shows that they employed
potters as can be seen by the census entries.
In 1882 Kelly’s directory has Bonsey
Brothers, Brox Pottery at Chertsey proudly
announcing that in addition to house and
paving bricks they made roof tiles, and in
three colours garden border edge tiles, terra
cotta ware including vases, sea kale pots
and rhubarb pots. Dawson at Plumstead
included in his range sugar moulds, and
Breething at Dunton Green ornamental wall
plaques.

in Rural and domestic scenery, in external and
internal navigation, in country sports and employments in the arts of war and peace. The whole
accurately drawn from nature and etched by W
H. Pyne; and aquatinted by J. Hill. To which are
added explanations of the plates and essays relating to their various subjects by C Gray’. Published
by William Miller, Albemarle Street, 1808. Note:
a facsimile was re-published by Luton Museum in
1974 and reprinted in 1975.
5. A washback is used to help combine the clay, chalk
and ash by putting it into a manmade pond and
turning it into slurry that once the water evaporates
can be dug out and taken to the pugmill.
6. Edward Dobson’s Rudimentary Treatise on the
Manufacture of Bricks and Tiles published 1850
by John Weale, London. Sixth ed. published 1877
by Crosby Lockwood and Co. Facsimile edition by
Francis Celoria published by Journal of Ceramic
History 1971. Figure numbers are retained in these
three editions.

Today these local brickfields have closed
as the land values increase and profits
reduce by competition with industrialised
manufacturers working all year round,
instead of seasonally, with continuous
kilns that never stop. This with changing
materials used for their products i.e. plastic
pipes and concrete tiles, and improved
transportation have all contributed to the
loss of local brickmakers.

7. Museum display items 8 and 18, brick moulds from
Spitals Cross Brickyard EDEVT: L13 and from
Chiddingstone Brickyard-WILKS EDEVT: L32.
8. Museum display item 12. An iron ‘stock board with
kick’ having the brickmaker’s mark ‘OW’ for Owen
Wilks used with the brick mould to produce the
handmade bricks with a frog. EDEVT:L30.
9. Hillman, Brenda (Ed.) (2000), The Past in Pictures.
Passing Trades. Bygone workers in the Eden Valley,
Edenbridge, Edenbridge and District Historical
Society, (p37-38).

1. Kneader assisted the brick moulder by preparing the
clay ready for throwing into the mould. Without
this help the number of bricks produced daily
would be reduced and the team would not earn as
much. They were paid by 1000 green bricks at the
Kiln, which was shared among the berth members.

10. Census 1891, RG 12/2486/87/6 and 1901,
RG13/2947/97/5 for Upper Brailes, Brailes, Shipston upon Stour, Warwickshire.

. Hackfield is where the green bricks are dried before
being burnt. The process of drying involves turning
the bricks and setting them with gaps between
each. The person who does this work is known as a
‘Skintler’.

11. Museum documents relating to Chiddingstone
Brickyard. EDEVT: 114.
1. 1911 Census for Galley Hill, Brailes, Warwickshire
RG14/18872/0247.

. In medieval terms ‘clamp’ and ‘kiln’ were expressions for the method of burning bricks that were
interchangeable. By Victorian times clamp burning
by stacking the green bricks with layers of fuel and
setting them alight was mainly used on rural sites
and were temporary structures. The use of kilns on
larger industrial sites provided permanent structures
being able to burn larger quantities of bricks with a
more consistent quality of burning. They produced
less under and over burnt bricks than clamps.

1. Museum display item,14, Patent clay mouse trap.
EDEVT:L68.
14. Museum display item 19, Land drain pipe. EDEVT:
1151.
15. Museum display item 16, Roof Tile. EDEVT: L74.
16. Museum display item 1, Hip tile. EDEVT: L71.

4. Frontispiece of ‘Microcosm: or a Picturesque Delineation of the Arts, Agriculture, Manufactures &
c of Great Britain in a series of above six hundred
groups of small figures for the embellishment of
Landscape comprising the most interesting subjects
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IN THE NAME OF
PROGRESS?
By Kay Wilson
Edenbridge High Street, like so many
town centres across the country,
underwent a period of dramatic
change in the late 1950s to early
1980s when old buildings were pulled
down and replaced with new ones of
modern design.

Image: Past in Pictures, EDHS 1986, p.13. Photograph 1: a record of the buildings on the

First among these new buildings was left of the picture which stood on the site now occupied by Tesco.
37-39 High Street, a 1970’s block
of fish and greengrocery shop, and a series
that is currently inhabited by the first floor
of dental surgeons. Local residents could
offices of Whitehall above Boyce’s Bakery
visit Mr Douch or in later years, Mr Sharp,
and Tesco. This replaced two small halfwhose consulting and waiting room, with
tiled cottages and a double-fronted weather
its highly polished furniture, was above the
boarded house. One of the cottages was
bank and reached by a staircase on the left
home to Mr Chapman, a violin playing
of the building. The imminent closure of
barber who was often found sitting in
NatWest, however, is a timely reminder that
his front garden on a summer Saturday
nothing lasts forever. Who knows what the
afternoon, playing to an audience of passersfuture holds for this site – perhaps it will
by. Mr P. Woolgar occupied the third house
suffer a similar fate to that of its predecessor?
and was proprietor of a garage, located at
the back with an entrance to the side. This
The third new building from this time is 27
garage first housed horses to draw the local
High Street, currently Boots the Chemist.
fire engine and it is rumoured that when
For many years, the Ponting family lived
the fire bell rang in the square, the horses
in a 15th century detached timber framed
galloped off at full speed
down the road! In later
years, the town’s St. John’s
ambulance was stationed
here and a garage mechanic,
Jack Croucher, was one of the
drivers.
Another new construction
from the period is 55-57
High Street, currently home
to the NatWest Bank, which
was housed in an Elizabethan
building on the same site.
The original building
contained not only the bank
but also the unusual mix

Image: P2003.719 Photograph 2: the lamp post and cart on the right of the picture indicate the location
of the building which was demolished to make way for what is now NatWest Bank, c.1900.
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house called ‘Windows’ which
stood on this site at the corner of
Croft Lane. The Pontings were
nurserymen and it is difficult to
imagine now, but a bountiful
market garden growing fruit,
vegetables and flowers ran along
the right hand side of the road.
The produce supplied a singlestorey greengrocer’s which stood
to the south of the house. Sadly,
this green oasis gave way to road
widening and the construction
of the existing premises of Boots
the Chemist, who were previously
located on the corner of Lingfield
Road.

Image: Past in Pictures, EDHS 1986, p.20 Photograph 4: rightly named ‘The Narrows’, the
row of buildings on the right were demolished in the 1970s to make way for the Leathermarket
scheme.

structure adjoining the building which
now houses the coffee shop Fade. This
was owned for many years by Mr Edward
Allen who, according to the 1881 Census,
was the adopted son of James Weaire, a
tailor living in the High Street. Edward
initially followed James into the tailoring
trade, taking over the business by
1891 and running it as a tailor
and outfitters along with his son
Arthur until 1951, when it was
taken over by Arthur Powell &
Co., who added haberdashery
to their range. The last owner,
J. Arthur French Ltd., ran the
business from 1964 until the early
1970s when the building was
demolished to make way for the
flower beds that mark the present
site.

Possibly the most significant, and certainly
the most controversial, development of the
late 20th century was the construction of
the Leathermarket complex in the 1970s.

The butcher’s shop was next in
line. This building was called
‘Jubilee House’ and the upper floor
had a jetted northern side under
which ran a passage to a slaughterhouse
and the only access from the High Street
to what is now the Leathermarket car park.
Although the Potter family ran the butchers
for many years, Mr George Holland was the
last proprietor.

Image: P2014.2177 Photograph 3: the green-clad ‘Windows’, with its ‘Symbol of Service’
sign, lies behind the first telegraph pole on the left of the picture, now the site of Boots the
Chemist. C.1950-1960.

This replaced a row of Victorian shops,
home to variety of enterprises through the
years including a draper’s, butcher’s, grocery,
and a florist.
First in the order from south to north was
the draper’s, a double fronted two-storey
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Adjoining to the right from c.1901 was
a private grocer, firstly run by Charles
Alchin then Thomas Cordray and finally
as F.W. Essex & Son (Central Stores). The
business was sold some time in 1961-2 to the
International Stores and merged with their
existing shop across the street at 73 High
Street, now Eden Galleries. There may have
been a corn merchant’s on this site prior to
the 1900s, possibly run by James Mellish
who, according to the 1892 rate book,
owned the neighbouring building.

Photograph 5: 84 High Street, part of the Leathermarket complex built in
the mid-1970s and comprising of retail units with a pedestrian precinct
and access to a car park. Image: © Kay Wilson, 2014.

The final shop in the row was joined to Ye
Old Crown Inn. This building was double
fronted but with two entrances and it
originally housed a print shop at the rear. It
was known locally as the ‘Chronicle Office’
because for many years The Edenbridge
Chronicle, a local newspaper, was printed
and published from the premises. The offices
were run by William, then Walter Taylor.
They were initially printers and stationers
but by 1907 were listed as a tobacconist and
stationer only, which would suggest that the
paper was printed elsewhere at this time.

Number 1 Leathermarket, the shop next
to the supermarket, was from 1979 a florist
called Piper’s, later becoming Tannery
Florist and then Springfield Arrangements
(known locally as Simon’s) until it closed in
2009.
Of the three smaller units on the High
Street, number 78 opened as Waterman’s
newsagent. The first occupant of number 80
was the toy shop, Joy Toys, later taken over
by D. & M. Newsagent, which in January
2011 moved to number 4 High Street.
Number 82 remained a launderette from its
opening in 1975 until its eventual closure.

Mr A.J. Kirkby and Fogartys followed,
adding ‘newsagent’ to their directory entries.
During this time, customers were able to
take their advertisements and notices into
the shop for inclusion in the following
week’s Chronicle. Finally, Mr P.l. Stevenson
took over the business and divided the shop,
the left side becoming a florist called The
Pheasantry.

Today, Tom Bell’s fish shop and restaurant
stands alone as the only business to survive
on the Leathermarket site. This corner unit
at 84 High Street was originally a general
retail outlet occupied by D.G. Higgs who
sold furniture but by 1980 it had become
Higgs Carpets which later moved to the
corner of Stangrove Road.

Although the majority of the Leathermarket
units are now boarded up, the complex
was initially a thriving concern. The larger
unit, number 2 Leathermarket, was first
opened as the town’s second supermarket,
Challenge, by David ‘Diddy’ Hamilton,
a radio DJ and one time presenter of Top
of the Pops. This later became Budgens,
another supermarket chain, then a discount
shop, and lastly Homemaker, itself home to
a selection of furniture, toys and household
goods.

It is impossible to ignore the empty shops
in this part of the High Street, a depressing
sight in any town. But on a sunny day you
will see people relaxing beneath umbrellas
in the Leathermarket precinct, enjoying a
cup of tea, or a spot of lunch. Progress does
have its advantages after all.
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IT’S NOT FAREWELL
TO THE QUEEN’S
ARMS AT COWDEN
POUND!
By Terry King
When I penned the main thrust
of this article, many months
ago, it looked pretty certain that
the pub would be closed, but in
August it was acquired by locals
Jonathan and Min Hancock, to
Image: 2012.2016 The Queen’s Arms, Cowden Pound, 2011
much delight. Jonathan and Min
are determined to preserve the
in Tunbridge Wells, where a petrol station
unique character of the Queen’s
now stands. The brewery appears on maps
Arms, whilst increasing the comfort level
as early as 1740, and became one of the
sympathetically where needed.
‘grandest and oldest’ of local breweries
Elsie Maynard, the 3rd generation of
owning well over 100 pubs in and around
the Maynard family to run the pub, was
Tunbridge Wells. The company continued
admitted to a nursing home in Speldhurst
to prosper for many years until it was
in November 2013, and most of us
taken over by J.W. Green and Co. in 1948,
thought that signalled the end for this
subsequently being renamed Flowers
historic drinking house on the outskirts of
Breweries Ltd. In 1961 it was acquired by
Edenbridge.
the giant Whitbread, and sadly the very next
year the premises in Tunbridge Wells were
Thanks to Mary McGlew and other regulars
closed and demolished. Latterly, the owner
Elsie had managed to stay in-situ long
of the Queen’s Arms was Admiral Taverns.
enough to celebrate, on 13th January 2013,
100 years of the Maynard’s holding the
tenancy of The Queen’s Arms - quite an
achievement in these ever changing times.
Sadly, Elsie’s failing health had prevented
her playing an active role in the day to day
running of the pub for some years, and it
had become very much a community pub,
with Mary at the hub.

On a visit to Elsie she eagerly regaled me
with the information that in 1913 Henry
Long, her grandfather, took on the tenancy
of the Queen’s Arms having ‘cut his teeth’

According to the CAMRA website
(Campaign for Real Ale), The Queen’s Arms
was built in 1841 by William Longley of
Pound House, just around the corner from
the pub, and was named in honour of the
Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
The first owners were the Culverden
Brewery, located opposite St John’s Church

Image: P2014.2293 Elsie Maynard with Mary McGlew, December 2005.
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Annie and Kenneth Maynard stepped into
the breach, assisted by Elsie who would have
been a lively 16 year old at the time and had
been born a sickly baby, amidst heavy winter
snow. The local practitioner, Dr Wood, did
not give her much hope of living but Annie
apparently told the doctor that Elsie had
bright eyes and would be OK. Annie was
right, and Dr Wood acknowledged this at
Elsie’s 21st birthday party. Sadly Kenneth
died of pneumonia in 1940 as a result of
gas inhalation during the First World War,
but the business continued to thrive with
Elsie playing an even more significant role
alongside Annie.

Image: P2014.2290 Elsie Maynard, c.1950

at The Prince of Wales in Yalding. This
followed a spell at The Bricklayer’s Arms
(also known as the Barking Donkey), just
down the road towards Edenbridge, which
has for a very long time been a private
house. It is still very easy to see where
the pub sign had been on the front of the
building, even when driving! Elsie told me
that her Grandfather asked for a pub ‘back
this way’ as he was unhappy with the vulgar
language used in Yalding!
Elsie also told me that many of the original
fixtures at The Queen’s Arms remained
intact, including the clock behind the public
bar which Henry Long bought as soon as
he arrived at the inn from Tom Smith in
Edenbridge (nickname ‘Clocking Tom’),
and a small bowl for cash rather than a till.
In fact the pub has one of the last remaining
totally unspoilt public bars that, apart from
the paintwork has been virtually untouched
since the end of the 19th century. The black
mastic around the foot of the bar counter
was the position of the spittoon trough that
originally ran along it.

Image: P2014.2292 Elsie Maynard behind the bar at the Queen’s Arms,
November 2003.

Significant changes were made to the pub in
1953 when:
• The size of the lounge was substantially
increased by merging it with a previously
private room, and adding a ladies’ toilet.
• The gents’ toilets were altered to be
accessed via the public bar, instead of
outside access to an iron pot!

Elsie said that Henry Long passed away in
1937. Amazingly on the very same day that
three other local publicans died, from The
Crown at Cowden, The King and Queen in
Edenbridge, and The Wheatsheaf at Marsh
Green. All four had fought in the battle of
the Somme in the First World War, but not
all with the same regiment. Elsie’s parents

My first acquaintance with The Queen’s
Arms, or Elsie’s as most people know it
(or even Annie’s as it is still affectionately
known by many locals) was in 1982, when
I was recommended to the 2nd Tuesday
Singing and Music evening by the late
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who in fact shares a birthday with long term
band member and initial instigator Dave
Watts.
Den Giddens passed on to me the running
of the annual Christmas carol night,
attended mainly by locals and friends of the
pub, which Elsie would sit in on. Also, ‘one
off’ evenings were arranged to celebrate the
lives of singing stalwarts such as Bill Dennis
and Den Giddens himself. Elsie, always
wearing her 1950’s apron, used to stay in
the background amidst the song and music,
but had her favourite performers, such as
Martyn Wyndham Read, and curiously
George Hamilton IV, the well- known
American country singer whose portrait
hangs in the public bar. Her best loved song
was ‘Just a Song at Twilight’. Mary would
invariably put on a sumptuous buffet for
these special evenings.
But really the folk activity at the pub was
no more than the icing on the cake for
The Queen’s Arms, which would not have
survived if it wasn’t for the support of the
loyal band of regulars who frequent the
public bar. Apart from the usual lively
chatter, darts and crib the public bar
regulars hold special gatherings for the
likes of Pancake Night and St George’s
Day. We ‘folkies’ have to perform in the
less atmospheric, but bigger lounge bar. I
do recall one mid-winter’s evening when
the regular darts players and others failed
to make it to the pub due to poor weather,
and Jane (Mary’s daughter who ran the bar
in splendid fashion for many of our sessions
and still does) agreed that we could perform
in the hallowed public bar!

Image: P2014.2289 Annie Maynard, 1949.

Den Giddens. In those days the lounge bar
was always packed for the sessions, with
the Flowers beer and free sausage rolls as
supporting features. Little did I know that I
would eventually take over the stewardship
of the session after Den’s hearing prevented
him from carrying on. In addition I
sometimes play my concertina at the 3rd
Tuesday Music sessions, latterly under the
direction of Bob Keeble and now Will
Duke. (Standard a bit too high for me, but I
am always made very welcome!)
Then there are the monthly Saturday
evening do’s, run unstintingly since about
1973 by Elsie’s Band which attracts top
folk performers who are keen to sample the
fine acoustics offered by this uncluttered
pub, devoid of soft furnishings and fruit
machines. In December the band put
on their own colourful and humorous
Mummers’ Play, and over the years have
organised special birthday evenings for Elsie,

At one time the pub used to run annual
trips to the Chelsea Flower Show to satisfy
the many keen gardening customers, and
Elsie herself went on several occasions.
The Queen’s Arms also entered a float
regularly in the Edenbridge Bonfire parade.
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Incidentally Elsie liked to regale the time
she had 32 butlers in the pub from the
grand houses around.
CAMRA members often make scheduled
visits to Elsie’s to sample the Adnams beer
in unspoilt surroundings. Also walking
groups such as Edenbridge Strollers hold
gatherings there, usually around Christmas
time. Likewise Morris Sides of various
persuasions, such as Ashdown Morris, dance
outside and finish off the evening singing
and playing music till closing time; generally
10.30pm not 11pm.
The Queen’s Arms was never an eating pub
apart from bread, cheese and pickles, bottled
by Elsie herself. “One year I made 200lbs
and sold them all”.
Probably the least desirable customer was
Crawley man John Haigh, ‘The acid bath
murderer’, who cruelly despatched at least
six victims in the 1940s, and liked the pub
because ‘it was quiet and in a pretty part of
the world.’ Elsie relayed to me that Annie
always thought him suspiciously over-polite.
According to Arthur La Bern’s ‘Haigh, The
Acid Bath Murderer, he was undone by
various items that refused to dissolve, such
as upper and lower dentures made for one
of his victims – a Mrs Durand-Deacon; also
the handle of a red plastic handbag.

Image: P2014.2294 Sign outside the Queen’s Arms indicating ‘LAGER
NOT SOLD HERE’.

Happily, these days only serial drinkers can
be found at the Queen’s Arms where local
beer Larkins is the regular tipple. Why not
pop in for a drink and enjoy the unique
setting of this fine hostelry.
References
La Bern, A.J. Haigh - The Acid-Bath
Murderer, Star, 1974.
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EDEN VALLEY MUSEUM

A Dynamic Social History Museum in a 14th Century Farmhouse
MUSEUM OPENING TIMES
February to December 2015
Wednesday and Friday 2 to 4.30pm
Thursday and Saturday 10am to 4.30pm
Sundays (June, July and August) 2 to 4.30pm
Details of any special opening dates will be posted on
the museum notice board and disseminated via the local press.
FREE GUIDED WALKS
Saturdays June 13th*, July 11th, August 8th*, September 12th
Meet at the museum at 2pm. *These are evening walks starting at 6.30pm
MEMBERSHIP
Annual individual membership
Annual family membership
Annual corporate membership

£10
£20
£75

DONATIONS
Cheques should be made payable to:
Eden Valley Museum Trust
Send to:
The Treasurer, Eden Valley Museum, Church House,
72 High Street, Edenbridge, Kent TN8 5AR
You can also donate online via the Charities Aid Foundation:
go to: www.cafonline.org and search using our charity number:
Eden Valley Museum Trust - Registered Charity No. 1065466

LEAVING A GIFT IN YOUR WILL
Leaving a legacy in your Will to the Eden Valley Museum is a gift
to future generations. Helping to safeguard the future of our past.
If you would like to discuss leaving a legacy, please contact The Treasurer, Eden
Valley Museum, The Church House, 72 High Street, Edenbridge, Kent TN8 5AR

EDEN VALLEY MUSEUM

Find us on the web at: www.evmt.org.uk; on Twitter: @EdenMuseumKent;
on Facebook: www.facebook.com; and on: www.easyfundraising.org.uk
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