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FROM THE CHAIRMAN

invasions of Kent (The horse design can
be traced further  back to Alexander the
Great, could this be the origin of our county
horse emblem?) so this long line of history
is ours but we still have to pay the bill
from the British Museum. A community
effort of £1 from every inhabitant of the
Valley will pay this bill and for the viewing
upgrades needed and our two museums
will have saved from dispersal, something
that rarely happens, for our children and
future generations the gold hoard that Julius
Caesar had twice failed to snatch. We hope
to have them on display in the spring.

Alan Smith
With first news that the British Museum
had offered us a “hoard” of gold coins
from the Eden Valley one had a sense that
we inherit the land to hand over to the
generations that follow us. It is almost
impossible to visualise what existed and may
still remain from the time when Romans
and Gallic tribes traversed the land where
we live today. Seeing the gold coins on the
front of our newsletter brings us in touch
with history. Gold in any age has held value,
so what happened for those gold coins to be
left buried in a field in Chiddingstone for
over 2000 years?

Of course we are not all about the Romans.
Much of this year’s newsletter gives us very
personal accounts of local history that some
of us remember first hand. I appeal to all
that read this to consider placing your story
with the Museum, the Museum is ours, to
tell our story. It just may be that your story
can illuminate and excite the civilised people
of Edenbridge in 4017 as much as the thrill
of discovering a Roman age hoard today.

We all know the road through Edenbridge,
travelling some distance north and south,
is a typically straight Roman road. Most of
us travel on it daily without consideration
for the countless number who have taken
exactly the same route since it was first built.
Although litter tipping is a social nuisance it
is often the day to day waste that can hold
the most interest and tell us who we were
and how we lived. I wonder what else has
been lost or thrown or hidden by our time
travellers along the Roman roads of the
Eden Valley?

EDEN VALLEY MUSEUM
TRUST
The Eden Valley Museum Trust is a
Registered Charitable Trust whose
objectives are for the advancement of the
education of the public in the history
of Edenbridge, the Eden Valley and
the surrounding areas in particular, but
not exclusively, by the provision and
maintenance of a museum. The Trust is
run by an Executive Committee and the
day-to-day management of the museum is
overseen by a part-time House Manager,
and a volunteer Collections Manager.

It may be sad we have little record of the
Romans time in the Eden Valley but we
have a fascinating written record in the
newsletter here. Our first two pieces are an
enlightening insight to our Roman past.
It is good to know that Caesar thought so
highly of the inhabitants of Kent! It suggests
life was as good before the Romans, as it has
been since.
The Eden Valley Museum is full of the little
things of local history that allow us to see
the time line of how we came to be and it
is very satisfying that we can add Roman
Coins from Edenbridge to the collection (see
page 7). When we combine this acquisition
with the coins from the period of Caesar’s

President: Elizabeth Fleming DL
Chairman: Alan Smith
Treasuer: Vic Jennings
Honorary Secretary: Jane Wroe
House Manager: Jean Reader
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CHIDDINGSTONE HOARD

Julius Caesar was appointed Governor of
Provence – known as Transalpine Gaul.
Over the next seven or eight years he
conducted a campaign of conquest which
resulted in Gaul succumbing to the Roman
Republic, and subsequently becoming part
of the Roman Empire. He wrote a history of
these campaigns in his Gallic Wars.

By Michael Donithorn
In late 2016 a metal detectorist working
near Chiddingstone made an extraordinary
find – a hoard of ten gold coins minted
over two thousand years ago. In accordance
with the Treasure Act 1996 the County
Finds Liaison Officer was notified. This led
to the coins being examined and valued by
the British Museum. Even though we will
never know the full history of these coins, in
particular who placed them in the ground,
and their motive for doing so - what we do
know is remarkable in itself.

In 58 BC Caesar’s armies entered Gaul to
expel other invaders, the Helvetii, and to
protect friendly Gallic tribes. However, his
army overwintered in Gaul and this led
the Belgic tribes in the North East to unite
against them. The Ambiani, the makers
of our coins, were part of this alliance. In
57 BC Caesar invaded the North East and
defeated these tribes. The following year,
56 BC, he fought the tribes in Brittany and
defeated them in a sea battle.

As can be seen from the cover of this
magazine the ten coins are of slightly
different shapes. This is because they
will have been individually struck by the
coin-maker using a metal die. Each strike
will have been marginally different. Coin
analysis shows that such coins were made
from an alloy of gold, silver and copper. The
actual gold content could vary between 45
to 75%. It was the yellow/gold colour which
was important. The reverse of the coins
show a stylised horse. The obverse is left
blank. This is unusual and will be referred
to again below.

There were close ties between Gaul and the
Celtic tribes of southern England. Caesar
says that British tribesmen fought with the
Gauls, and he gives this as his reason for
invading Britain in 55 BC. He invaded
again in 54 BC, probably establishing
client status for the rulers of the southern
kingdoms.
However, in Gaul Caesar faced further
resistance to Roman domination. The
most serious of which was in 52 BC when
a Gallic noble called Vertingetorix united
many tribes in a full scale war. The war
lasted throughout the year, including a
number of sieges of towns and hill forts,
until Vertingetorix’s army became trapped
in northern Burgundy in a hill fort called
Alesia. Caesar’s army surrounded the fort
and built a ring of forts and ditches around
it. The Gauls raised a relief army to lift
the siege. Caesar tells us that the Ambiani
tribe were to provide 5,000 men. The relief
army arrived at Alesia but were defeated
in a major battle. Alesia surrendered and
the revolt was crushed. Twenty days of

The coins were not made in England, but
minted in what is now northern France by a
Gallo-Belgic tribe called the Ambiani, who
occupied land in the region of the River
Somme, and whose capital was probably
present day Amiens. They are broadly dated
to the period c60-50 BC. At this time large
areas of what are now France, Belgium and
the Rhineland were occupied by Celtic
peoples and constituted Gaul. To the
south the Roman Republic had conquered
Northern Italy, and Provence. The border
between Provence and the area to the north
ran along the line of the limestone plateau
where the Massif Central begins. In 58 BC


thanksgiving were declared in Rome.

of southern England, and may reflect the
rewards of soldiers serving against Rome.
The overwhelming number of these finds is
as single coins. The finding of a hoard, as in
the Chiddingstone hoard, is extremely rare.
We can only speculate as to why these coins
were buried but whatever the reason the find
represents a direct link between the Eden
Valley and momentous events in European
history.

This war in Gaul has a direct bearing on
the Chiddingstone hoard because it is the
general view of historians that coins of this
type were minted expressly to pay for the
costs of this war. One historian (S. Sheers)
dates them specifically to the alliance of 57
BC. Such coins, classified as Gallo-Belgic
E, were minted in very large quantities
mostly by the Ambiani and Suessiones
tribes. It has been calculated that 5,000 to
6,000 kilograms of pure gold were required
to mint the quantities in question. This is
compared to 300- 400kgs for earlier coins.
This is a measure of the effort made by the
Gauls to defeat the Romans.
It is suggested that the coins were
specifically designed to show the common
purpose of the tribes. The symbol of the
horse, on the reverse of the coin, was a
common symbol dating back to the origin
of coins hundreds of years before. But the
obverse often carried a face representing a
specific authority. In this case the obverse
was left blank because the coins were not
issued by one specific leader but on behalf of
all the Gauls.
It should be noted that these were not
coins in the modern sense. They were not
minted to be used in everyday trading but
were issued to be used in gift exchange,
cementing allegiance and alliances. In the
context of the war we can perhaps imagine
coins being handed over in exchange for war
service or the provision of troops.

Fig. 2.2 Distribution map of Gallo-Belgic A, Gallo-Belgic C and the
communities of NE Gaul
Image: © John Creighton
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The Belgic Gauls began minting gold coins
at the beginning of the second century BC.
Before long these coins began to appear in
southern England and continued to do so.
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the near Continent. Coins of the GalloBelgic E type have been found over much
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REGIONAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL
EVIDENCE OF THE LATE IRON
AGE

woodland. There were small deposits of
cereal pollen suggesting that only small
areas had been cleared for cereal growing.
The presence of these hill forts with their
extensive ramparts shows that there must
have been settlement sites within the area.
However, the identification of such sites
seems to be lacking in the archaeological
records.

By Claire Donithorn
What picture can we build up of the Eden
Valley during the tumultuous times of the
late Iron Age? To answer this question I
have looked at the archaeological record
for the district to see what it may show us.
There seems to be remarkably little known
of the period so it has been necessary to go
beyond the Eden Valley to try to build up a
picture.

At Oldbury Fort, near Ightham, a similar
pattern was identified though unusually it
has a natural spring within. There has been
some speculation that later construction
work identified to c50 BC was in response
to Caesar’s invasion and possible march
along the north of Kent. This idea seems to
be regarded with some scepticism now.

There is a strong divide between east and
west Kent. The Thames estuary and the
coast have considerable evidence of Iron
Age activity, inter-continental trade and
influence. In the rest of Kent, where the
Weald dominates, there are significantly
fewer finds. The Eden Valley follows the
pattern of archaeological evidence found in
the Weald.

Iron Working
The date of the construction of the forts
equated to the more extensive exploitation of
the iron in the Weald, a pattern also borne
out by a similar hill fort construction on the
south side of the Weald in Sussex.

In Caesar’s description of Britain he states,
‘By far the most civilized inhabitants are
those living in Kent (a purely maritime
district) whose way of life differs little from
that of the Gauls. Most of the tribes in the
interior do not grow corn but live on milk
and meat, and wear skins.’

Iron Age iron workings have been identified
in various places on the Ashdown forest,
particularly at Chelwood Gate at a site
known as Danes Graves. Iron working
bloomeries have also been identified on the
southern slope of Dry Hill, and some iron
slag was found within the Tonbridge Forts.

Hill Forts

Chiddingstone

The most obvious evidence in the area are
the hill forts of Dry Hill on the Surrey
border, Squerryes at Westerham, the double
hill forts at Tonbridge, Oldbury near
Ightham and High Rocks in Tunbridge
Wells - all on the edge of the Weald.

Given the paucity of evidence of Iron
Age activity in the area it is interesting to
note that during my research the parish
of Chiddingstone appeared on two other
instances of Iron Age finds, though both
were from the early Iron Age, c800-700 BC.

They all date from the latter half of the Iron
Age, c350 BC. Extensive archaeological
digs have taken place at all of the hill
forts and show no evidence of permanent
occupation during the period. Only a
few pieces of pottery and an occasional
hearth were uncovered. The pollen analysis
gives a picture of an area covered in dense

In the Eden Valley Museum we have 5
sherds of early Iron Age pottery found near
Chested, to the north of Chiddingstone.
The Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS)
records a small piece of gold wire identified
as from an early Iron Age torc or bracelet
found at Chiddingstone.


Coin finds

assume that these were deliberately placed in
the ground.

The PAS system identifies three gold staters
found in the area: A Belgic AB c180-100
BC from Westerham, a quarter stater c50
BC from Edenbridge, and a Belgic E from
Leigh.

We know that throughout the Bronze Age
and early Iron Age ritual sacrifice of metal
objects of great value, swords etc. were
ritually deposited in water, and there is
evidence to suggest this practice continued
into the Roman period.  The date of the
recent find of coins at Chiddingstone places
them at a time of upheaval in Kent. When
Caesar landed near Deal in 55 BC, and
again in 54 BC, it must have sent shock
waves throughout the area. We cannot
know whether these coins were hidden to
keep them safe or use as ritual deposits to
ward off evil. This is ongoing research and
hopefully we can continue to add to the
local picture.

Mr David Holman has been running a
project to record Iron Age coinage found
in Kent which had not been previously
recorded on the PAS system. By 2000 he
had identified 206 gold coins not previously
recorded. This seems to indicate that to find
individual gold coins of the period is not
unusual. What is unusual is to find a hoard.
In 1927  Mr Bateman, a grave digger at
Hosey Common near Westerham, found
a hoard of 14 gold coins dated 800 BC42 AD (now in the British Museum). In
1957 Mr Hollands found another hoard
of 33 late Iron Age and Roman gold coins
dated 45 BC-43 AD (facsimiles in the
British Museum). Between 1874-1910 five
gold coins were found within the Fort of
Oldbury. These have subsequently been
identified as two separate groups. 3 Belgic
A-C dated to c90 BC and 2 Belgic E, the
same as the recent Chiddingstone find. Two
other gold coins have also been found near
the Fort.
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One can only speculate as to why we find
them in the ground. These coins were not
used for trading in the way we understand
coins today but were of very great value,
probably gifts signifying allegiance of
some sort. We know from Caesar’s Gallic
Wars that English warriors went to fight as
mercenaries for Belgic tribes and as they
were minted there it is suggested that these
were gifts to the warriors.
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Perhaps they were a gift to a local chieftain
to distribute to his warriors, or possibly ten
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warriors throughout Kent were careless
with their wealth and, therefore, one must
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THE ROMAN COINS IN THE
MUSEUM

Emperor after Augustus. It is indicative
of the standing in which he was held that
although his last years were dogged by ill
health, he was assisted by his successor
Marcus Aurelius. During his reign, the
Antonine Wall was constructed between
the Firth of Forth and the Firth of Clyde in
Scotland (63km). It was not as elaborate as
Hadrian’s Wall, being constructed mainly
of a deep ditch with a wooden palisade on
top of a 3m high inner earth bank. It was
maintained for only 8 years, and then the
Romans retreated to the Hadrian’s Wall
defences.

By Claire Donithorn

In case there are any of our members
who have not noticed, I am delighted to
draw your attention to the museum’s first
acquisition of a Roman artefact, now in
the Archaeology display in the Buttery and
Pantry.
Mr Barrett, a metal detectorist who has
worked in the area for several years, has
donated to the museum an Antoninus Pius
denarius, c139 AD found near Delaware
Farm, Edenbridge. It has the head of the
Emperor Antoninus Pius on the front.
On the reverse is an image of the goddess
Salus, the goddess of safety and wellbeing,
enthroned and feeding a serpent from a
‘pater’ or shallow bowl as it is entwined
around the throne.

In 2015 Mrs W. Mitchell very kindly loaned
us a Marcus Aurelius sestertius 161-180
AD (4 sestertius = 1 denarius), found by
her father, Mr O. Potter, while digging his
allotment in Edenbridge. This has been an
important addition to the archaeological
display as we had no Roman artefact despite
our proximity to a Roman Road.

        

Marcus Aurelius and
Lucius Verus became
joint emperors at the
death of Antoninus Pius
in 161 AD. They were
his adopted sons and
worked closely with him
in his declining years.
Lucius Verus died in
169 AD and Marcus
Marcus Aurelius
Antoninus Augustus
Aurelius continued
Image: www.wikipedia.org
to rule alone until his
death in 180 AD. He was a good ruler and
wrote works on the philosophy of Stoicism
of which he was a practitioner.

Images: Claire Donithorn

Antoninus was the
adopted son and
heir of Hadrian.
He became
Emperor in 138
AD. He probably
acquired the
additional name
‘Pius’ following his
Antoninus Fulvus Pius
Image: www.wikipedia.org
successful efforts in
the Senate to deify
Hadrian. His reign is regarded as essentially
good; he was an efficient administrator
and, on the whole, his reign was peaceful.
His is the second longest reign of a Roman

The addition of these Roman artefacts to
the museum collection has enabled us to
complete our archaeological display, and we
are very grateful for the generous donation
of Mr Barrett and the valuable support of
Mrs Mitchell.


THE BUDDEN FAMILY OF
EDENBRIDGE

officiating at many sporting activities in
the town. He also took an active part in
amateur dramatics and can be found in
many newspaper reports over the years.

By Lyn Layland
We moved to Frantfield in Edenbridge
from Haxted in 1982. Our neighbour at
number 13 was a lovely little old lady named
Winnie. Little did we know at that time
how distinguished and well known her
family were in Edenbridge.  
Winnie’s parents, Merrill and Sarah
Ann Budden (née Williamson) moved to
Edenbridge in 1911. Merrill Budden was
born on 9 February 1889 in Penketh to
John Thomas and Rebecca Nivevah Budden.
John Thomas Budden was a leather tanner
by occupation and it seems that he moved
around the country with his wife and
children according to where the work was
needed. In the 1911 census they were living
at Northampton; in the 1901 census they
lived in Sheffield and in the 1891 census
they were living at Penketh, Lancashire.
It must have been while the family was
living in Northampton that Merrill met
and married Sarah Ann Williamson on 1
November 1910.

Merrill Budden c1930-1960
P2005.1376 courtesy of T. Tester

Merrill took an active part in World War
1, joining the Kent Volunteer Force and on
22 August 1917 he was mentioned in the
London Gazette on being made a temporary
Lieutenant.

Winifred Sarah Budden (Winnie) was born
on 8 January 1911 to Merrill and Sarah
Ann. Although not born in Edenbridge but
in the district of Northampton, the family
moved to Edenbridge shortly after her birth
as the 1911 census records Merrill and Sarah
with 3 month old Winifred as living in
Katherine Villas. At that time Merrill was
employed as tannery foreman in Edenbridge
Tannery but progressed to the position of
analytical tannery chemist. It is not known
exactly when the family moved to Frantfield
but they were there in 1913 when Winnie’s
brother Harry, was born on 1 September
1913.

Kent Vol. Regt.
3rd Bn. - Merrill Budden to be temp. 2nd
Lt. 22nd Aug. 1917
www.thegazette.co.uk
Merrill enlisted in the RAF as a flying cadet
on 17 July 1918. The reason for his late
enlistment may be due to his necessary work
at the Tannery but he did not stay for long
as he was discharged on 17 January 1919.
At Tonbridge Petty Sessions in 1927 Merrill
Budden was fined £2 for not having an
off-side light on his car at Hever. Two
years later on 11 October 1929 the Courier

The family obviously enjoyed living in
Edenbridge as Merrill was involved in


reported that Harry Budden was fined 2s
6d for riding a bicycle on a footpath in
Edenbridge and having no rear red light or
reflector. There must have been more police
around then than now!
Harry Budden, Merrill and Sarah Ann’s son,
was educated at Judd School in Tonbridge.  
He showed great aptitude in athletics.
Harry joined his father in the tannery
after leaving school but maybe due to his
father’s influence, he decided to join the
RAF in 1935. After completing No. 3
Flying Training School he became Acting
Pilot Officer in 1936. Due to his sporting
achievements, he was chosen to play hockey
for the RAF.

Distinguished Flying Cross

Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC). This was
awarded to Officers and Warrant officers
for “an act or acts of valour and courage or
devotion to duty performed whilst flying in
active operations against the enemy”.

From this date on he progressed through the
ranks and on 11 July 1940, while serving
as Flying Officer, he was mentioned in
dispatches. Mentioned in Dispatches refers
to a person whose name appears in an
official report written by a superior officer
and sent to the high command in which is
described his or her gallant or meritorious
action in the face of the enemy.

The Courier of 17 January 1941 announced
the engagement of Harry Budden to Maire
only daughter of Mr and Mrs A.E.H. Hill
of Westfield, Stenfall, Yorkshire.  They
married in June 1941 in the North Riding
of Yorkshire.

On 30 July 1940 Harry Budden, now
Acting Flight Lieutenant, was awarded the

Wedding of Harry Budden and Maire Hill
P2015.2710 courtesy of Northern Echo
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Michael, a cocker spaniel, was Harry
Budden’s companion on bombing raids.  
He started accompanying Harry from the
age of 3 months on the first leaflet flight of
the war at Sylt on 5 September 1939 and
continued to do so on bombing raids on
Norway, France, Holland, Berlin and other
German towns.  He became known as the
“Flying Spaniel” and usually sat on the
second pilots lap watching the bursting flack
and attacking German fighters.  On one of
the raids on Gneisenau and Scharnhorst,
Michael was wounded in the back leg from
shell splinter.  Although Michael made a
complete recovery Maire, Harry’s new wife,
was concerned that in the advent of a fatal
strike to the aircraft, Harry might waste
precious time in seeing to the safety of the
dog and so it was decided that Michael
should stay at home.

One man and his dog;
Squadron Leader Budden and Michael, the flying spaniel.
From: Dogs of War by BBC Open Centre, Hull.

Squadron was awarded the Distinguished
Service Order (DSO).  The Courier of 12 
September 1941 reported on the award “for
gallantry on the big daylight attacks made
in July on German warships at Brest and La
Pallice”.  All the aircraft encountered fierce
anti-aircraft fire, however they succeeded in
securing direct hits on their objective and
inflicting very severe damage. Twenty-one
enemy fighter aircraft were destroyed and
many others severely damaged. The same
Courier reported that Harry had been shot
down and taken prisoner of war. Harry
spent four years in the prisoner of war
camps Stalag Luft Three and Four, and he
even became the prisoners’ sports officer.

Distinguished Service Order

On the very next bombing raid on 12 
August 1941 with the 104 Squadron in a
Wellington bomber from Driffield, Harry
was shot down and captured. In Harry’s
obituary in 1999 Maire told the Courier that
on that fateful day in 1941, at 1.05am she
was dozing in a chair when all of a sudden
she jumped in fright and Michael ran to the
door yelping and they both knew Harry had
been shot down.

Sarah Ann Budden lived at 13 Frantfield
until her death on 24 April 1957 and Merrill
her husband, continued to live at the same
address until his death in 1976.
During the war, Winnie Budden joined
the ATS (Auxiliary Territorial Service), she
never married. After her parents’ deaths, she
continued to live at 13 Frantfield until her

On 2 September 1941 Harry Budden
now Acting Squadron Leader of no. 104
11

Winifred (Winnie) Sarah Budden
Courtesy of Mrs Angela Brunner

Frantfield c.1955 Winnie’s house is the third on the left.
Courtesy of www.francisfrith.com

own death in January 1990.  We only met
her brave and eminent brother once when he
came to clear out the house after her death.

EDENBRIDGE GOALKEEPERS

By Ken Cooper
(See: Eden Valley Heritage, no.30, 2016 p.32)

Harry Budden left the RAF in 1958 and
became Chairman of 739 Squadron. In
stark contrast he ran the Welbury Hotel in
Scarborough for 12 years. His interest in
sport continued and he played hockey for
the town until the age of 63.  He and Maire
had four children and at the time of Harry’s
death in 1999 he had eight grandchildren.

Tony Burns was the youngest of four
children with older brothers Mick and Tim
and sister Patsy. Around the age of 16 he
kept goal for Edenbridge Town Reserves,
and after a flawless display in the semifinal and final of the Tonbridge Junior Cup
he was invited by Tonbridge Angels to go
for a trial. At that time he was working
as a painter for local builders Edwards
and Wheatly, as was I, and after a lot of
persuasion he took up the offer and never
looked back, being signed by the Arsenal in
1963/64.

Sources:
Eden Valley Museum Archives
Mrs Angela Brunner
Internet:
www.ancestry.co.uk
ww2awards.com/award/5
www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/stories/60/
a7260860.shtml
www.ebay.co.uk
www.findmypast.com
www.francisfrith.com
www.thegazette.co.uk

Edenbridge also produced another very fine
goalkeeper, Ian ‘Nimble’ Seymour who, like
Tony Burns, went to Tonbridge Angels and
was signed from them by Fulham FC. Sadly,
a promising career was cut short when he
suffered a badly broken leg in a trial match
with Manchester City who were interested
in signing him. He never played professional
football again.

WW2 People’s War is an online archive of wartime
memories contributed by members of the public and
gathered by the BBC. The archive can be found at bbc.
co.uk/ww2peopleswar.
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NEVER AT SEA - WRNS 100
By Joan Varley i
November 2017 marked the 100th
anniversary of the formation of the Women’s
Royal Naval Service (WRNS or Wrens).
The promotion of the Wrens was based on
“free a man for sea service”. Over 6,000
women undertook a variety of duties
including as cooks and stewards, despatch
riders, sailmakers and those working in
Intelligence. Their motto was ‘Never at
Sea’. Dame Katharine Furseii was the First
Director WRNS. The Admiralty disbanded
the service on October 1st 1919, and during
this period the service had lost 23 women.
Wren Violet Harrison
Image no. P2016.3074

In 1939 Mrs Vera Laughton Mathews
became Director WRNS for the Second
World War. By 1944 74,000 women were
undertaking a variety of 200 different roles
and during this war the service lost 303
women.

brothers served in the Navy during WW2,
one sadly losing his life during the Battle for
Dieppe in August 1942.
In the Spring/Summer of 1945, aged 17yrs,
Violet applied to join the Wrens. After being
accepted, she had to wait until she was
17½ later that year to start initial training
at HMS Pembroke III, Mill Hill, North
London where she was the youngest out of
500 recruits. Her pay was £1/10s a fortnight
and she was assigned to the Stewarding
branch. Whilst at Mill Hill she was issued
with her uniform and had to get to grips
with Naval jargon, badges, and ranks,
so saluted everyone just in case. She was
issued with coupons for additional items of
clothing but chose to use them to buy wool
for her mother who was an avid knitter.

The WRNS was brought into line with
the Navy itself and made subject to the
Naval Discipline Act in 1977. In 1993
the Women’s Royal Naval Service was
disbanded and 4535 women were integrated
fully into the Royal Navy. All ranks and
rates were then able to serve at sea.
As a former Wren, I was interested to find
other women living locally who had served
in the Wrens and collect their stories.
Wren Violet Harrison
Violet Jeffery née Harrison was born in
Edenbridge in 1927. Her parents Dave and
Annie Harrison owned the Hairdressers
at 91 High Street, where the family lived.
Violet was one of six children, having three
older brothers and a younger brother and
sister.

Following initial
training at Mill
Hill, Violet was sent
first to Southsea in
Hampshire before
being posted to
RNAS Dunino
(HMS Jackdaw II),
near St. Andrews

Violet left school at 14yrs and went to
work at the W.H. Smith kiosk at the end
of Station Approach. Her three older
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in Fife, Scotland. On her way to Dunino
she spent one night in a Holding Station
in Dunfermline. As she checked in at the
Holding Station she was greeted by someone
who recognised her name, Petty Officer
Wren Dorothy Holloway, who was related
to the Seal family who ran the fishmonger’s
and greengrocer’s shop in Edenbridge.

was shaken but unhurt and had to make
her way back to a cousin’s house in London,
before returning to Kings Cross early the
next morning to once again catch a train to
Scotland.
Derailment at Hatfield, 15th July, 1946
According to the official report “There were nearly
400 passengers in the train, and considering the
extensive nature of this derailment at high speed,
there were remarkably few casualties, although 11
passengers were injured and detained in hospital.
There was no lack of first-aid attention, and the
call for medical assistance met with an immediate
response; ambulances, doctors, and nurses, were
on the scene within 15 minutes, and valuable
assistance in the rescue work generally was given
by the Police, the National Fire Service, and
by local residents.” www.railwaysarchive.co.uk

HMS Jackdaw II was used as a Royal Naval
Air Station (RNAS) from 1942 to 1946. A former
RAF Station, it was a satellite station to RNAS
Crail. It could accommodate two squadrons.
Living quarters (Nissan Huts) were in three camp
sites, east of the airfield. The accommodation
could house 88 Officers, 647 Senior Rates and
Ratings, 5 Wren Officers, and 135 Wren Ratings
and Senior Rates. www.forces-war-records.co.uk

At Dunino, Violet’s stewarding duties were
serving food to the sailors. Whilst there
she remembers visiting St. Andrews and
walking over the stone bridge on the famous
golf course, which she now always looks out
for when it is featured on television.

Violet served as a Wren for approximately
two years. When she returned to
Edenbridge she used her Demob pay to buy
a bicycle which she used to cycle to work
at the Kensitas Cigarette Factory in Hurst
Green. In 1949 she married Ron Jeffery,
whom she’d known since schooldays. Their
wedding reception was held in Rickards
Hall and catered for by the King and Queen
Public House.

Violet’s next posting was to an Air Station
between Peterhead and Fraserburgh, where
she served as an Officers’ Steward looking
after Canadian Officers, waiting on table.
In her spare time, Violet went to dances at
a nearby RAF Base and, being located near
so many of the Scottish fishing ports, she
took the opportunity to buy and send home
a box of kippers which were very much
appreciated by her parents.

PO Wren Holloway
Dorothy Holloway
was born in Reigate,
Surrey in 1913
where her mother
Daisy was in
Service. Her father
died during WW1
and she never knew
him. She spent her
Wren Dorothy Holloway
early years living
Image no. P2016.3289
with her grandmother
at Ring Lodge on the main road north out
of Edenbridge. She joined the Wrens at

The Royal Canadian Air Force (RCAF)
ran the vital British Commonwealth Air
Training Plan, but it also sent nearly 94,000
personnel overseas and more than half of its
wartime aircrew served in RAF squadrons.

On one occasion, whilst heading back to
Scotland after a visit home, the train crashed
near Hatfield, running off the tracks. Violet
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the outbreak of WW2 and served for the
duration of the war, rising to be a Petty
Officer Wren. After she was Demobbed she
had a series of office jobs, working finally
for the Royal National Institute for the
Blind. From 1955 she lived in Newquay in
Cornwall running a Wool Shop with her
partner, and her mother Daisy came and
kept house for her. She died in June 2012.

excused, she wanted to join the Navy. Her
brother George was serving in the Army and
whilst the family received no news from him
during the war, he did return home after the
war.
Irene did her initial training at HMS
Pembroke III, first at Mill Hill and then at
Highgate. During their spare time she and
her friends went into London to dances. In
November 1943 she was posted to HMS
Royal Arthur, a shore establishment at
Ingoldmells, a former Butlins holiday camp
in Skegness.

Wren Scott

Irene Piggott, née Scott
with her Great Grandson Harvey on her 100th Birthday
Image courtesy of Jacqui Wilcox - Image no. P2016.3074
Butlins Skegness
Royal Arthur Memorial
©Nigelcoates, wikimedia

“I had a lovely war” and “I loved every
minute in the Navy” were the two
memorable statements that Irene made when
I went to interview her about her time in the
Wrens.

She remained at Royal Arthur until
just after Christmas that year when she
was posted to HMS Arbella, Boston,
Lincolnshire.

Irene was a resident of Queen’s Court and
had lived in Edenbridge for nine years.
Gladys Irene Scott was born in Blackhill,
Consett, County Durham in July 1916
during the height of the Great War. During
the early part of World War Two she was
working in a local dance hall. The owner
was a Mr Heinmarsh and he had two
daughters who were dance instructors. Irene
worked in the office doing admin but also
joined in at the dances. When she received
her call up papersiii in 1943, Mr Heinmarsh
offered to get her excused as dance halls
were considered essential during the war to
keep up morale; but Irene didn’t want to be

Formerly St John’s Workhouse, the name
HMS Arbella had been given by the local
vicar. It was the name of the flag ship of the
fleet which had sailed for America in 1630,
and it was named after the wife of one of
the men on board. Irene served at HMS
Arbella until 24 August 1945. In June of
that year she married Henry Edgar Trinder
who had served with the Airborne Division
and was captured at Arnhem.
Irene’s next posting was to HMS Beaver
at Immingham, which she joined on 25
August and from there she was released to
shore on 30 October 1945.
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This picture was taken in 1945 just after VE Day and before these Wrens were demobbed.
Gladys Irene Scott is in the second row down from the back, 10th from right.
Image: P2016.3075

Irene’s memories of life in the Wrens were
the dances she went to in her spare time and
the Christmas concerts on the base, and she
still had copies of some rhymes and songs
from those shows.

Acknowledgements:
Grateful thanks to Violet Jeffery for allowing me to
share her story, and to John Seal for providing me with
information about his relative, Dorothy Holloway. Also
to Irene Piggott’s daughter Jacqui for her help with my
research.

As regards work, at 100 years Irene’s
memory had become rather vague but her
branch is listed initially as Wren (S) S/A and
later as Wren H.S.R. which indicates she
was serving in the Supply / Stores branch,
and she mainly remembers doing Admin., as
she had done as a civilian.

Author’s Notes:
Irene Piggott passed away in December 2016, aged
100yrs. It was a great pleasure to have met her, she was a
lovely lady and I am so pleased that, with the help of her
daughter, we gathered the information about her time in
the Wrens, to remind her of those enjoyable days.
I would be very pleased to hear from any other former
Wrens, from any era, who live in or have a connection
with the Eden Valley, with a view to recording their
stories for the museum archives.

Irene’s service during WW2 entitled her to
the 1939-1945 Star medal. She had been a
Life Member of the Association of Wrens
since 1970, and maintained a life-long
friendship with at least one of the Wrens she
served with at HMS Arbella.

Joan Varley served in the WRNS from October 1968
to January 1971, and in the Women’s Royal Naval
Reserve (WRNR) from August 1979 to August 1991.
i

Dame Katharine Furse had led the first VAD
(Voluntary Aid Detachment) Corps to France in
October 1914. Headed the British Red Cross Women’s
VAD Department from 1915 to 1917, and was
Commandant in Chief of the Joint Women’s VAD
Department in 1916 (www.militarian.com).
ii

Following the war, her husband Henry
became a butcher and they set up a family
business in Brixton, London. Prior to
moving to Edenbridge, Irene lived in
Polegate with her second husband, Mr
Piggott.

Women were “drafted” in the sense that they were
conscripted into war work by the Ministry of Labour,
including non-combat jobs in the military, such as the
Women’s Royal Naval Service.
iii
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OPERATION FRESHMAN AND
BRAY ROAD
By Stuart McGregor

For those of you who
may wonder about
the origin of the name
of Bray Road, near
the Eden Centre in
Image: P2017.3340_4
Edenbridge, the name
relates to a casualty of
WW2 and 2017 marked the 75th anniversary
of the tragic event during which he lost his life.
Editor.

Lance Corporal Bray was finally laid to rest
in Eiganes Churchyard, Stavanger, Norway.
Image: P2017.3340_1

The film “The Heroes of Telemark” starring
Kirk Douglas is probably familiar to many.
It tells the story of the Norwegian resistance
and their attempts to destroy the German’s
Heavy Water experiments in World War 2.
One brief scene in the film tells of a British
Commando raid which fails when the
aircraft carrying the Commandos crashes.
The truth behind this brief scene tells a
human story of courage, one of many in
that war.
On the night of 19/20 November 1942, the
British launched “Operation Freshman” in
Norway. The plan was to send in a glider
force to attack the Norsk Hydro Plant
in Vermork, Telemark and to prevent its
production of Heavy Water used in Atomic
Research.

Near to the War Graves, there is a memorial to four other
members of the operation who were murdered by the
Gestapo and whose bodies were never found.
Image P2017.3340_2

servicemen from the Second World War,
25 of whom were involved in “Operation
Freshman”. There is a memorial tablet to the
operation in the centre of the plot.

Unfortunately, the plan went badly wrong.
Both gliders crashed. Those who were not
killed were captured, interrogated and
shot by the Germans within a few hours.
One of those who survived the crash and
was subsequently shot was Lance Corporal
Frederick William Bray of Edenbridge.

Eiganes Churchyard lies about half a
kilometre west of the town centre, and the
Commonwealth War Graves Plot occupies a
prominent position at the head of the main
avenue leading to the Crematorium. It is a
beautiful place, and well suited to be the last
resting place of one of the true “Heroes of
Telemark”.

The Eiganes Churchyard, in Norway,
contains a Commonwealth War Graves
plot in which are the remains of 44 allied
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From the archives…

LIFE ON A COUNTRY ESTATE IN
THE 1920s
As told by Lionel Potter
Aspects of Edenbridge, no.7, EDHS 1987

“When I was seven years old I walked three
and a half miles to school and back every
day”. The little boy in question was the
young Lionel Potter who in 1923 lived on
the Bore Place estate where his father, “Di”
Potter, was the Head Gardener. He walked
to and from the school at Chiddingstone
Causeway by himself in all weathers,
occasionally getting a lift on a milk float
where he stood among the churns being
taken to Penshurst Station.

Image: P2017.3340_3

The Commonwealth War Graves Plot

Although it is often said that the end of
the 1914-18 War marked the end of the
large country estates and the beginning
of a new freedom for the working classes,
there remained nevertheless throughout the
1920’s and early 1930’s, a number of such
estates. Here were employed many indoor
and outdoor staff, all living on or near the
estate and forming their own self sufficient
community.

Frederick William Bray was the son of
George and Alice Bray, and husband of Lily
Beatrice Bray, of Edenbridge, Kent. A Lance
Corporal (Service no. 1884418) in the Royal
Engineers 261 (Airborne) Field Park Coy.,
he died between 19 November 1942 and
20 November 1942, age 29. He is buried in
Eiganes Churchyard, Stavanger, Norway,
Grave reference Z.3. www.cwgc.org

Bore Place at that time was one of these
country house estates where a way of life
existed much as it had for almost two
hundred years and which has now gone
forever. All the food supplied to the big
house was produced on the estate, and this
included dairy foods, poultry, vegetables and
some meat.

Read more about the Bray family at: www.
edenbridgetown.com/in_the_past/ heroes_of_
telemark
All images © Stuart McGregor

In the laundry where Lionel’s mother often
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helped, the old type of wash tubs and
wooden rollered mangles were used, and
water was carried to the large copper boiler
and heated over a wood fire.

greenhouse, but was also responsible for
the daily supply to the house of the fresh
flowers and vegetables required. The honey
bees were also in his charge and with these
he was sometimes assisted by the young
Lionel with the smoke puffer. Another job
was the stoking of the boiler which heated
the greenhouse and the big house itself. This
he did twice a day every day throughout the
year, except when he had his annual holiday
of one week.  Work in the garden began at
7.00 a.m. and finished at 5.00 p.m. from
Monday to Friday, but Saturday afternoons
and Sundays were “free”, as were Bank
Holidays.

Living in and employed in the house were
a cook, a kitchen maid, two housemaids,
a parlour maid and a lady’s maid, as well
as a nursemaid who looked after the three
children, and a lady Companion. The
Companion also ran the Sunday School
held each Sunday in the Servants’ Hall for
the children living on the estate (about eight
at that time). There was also a house-boy –
usually a boy in his teens employed to see to
the fires and carry coal, clean the knives and
the boots and shoes, churn the butter and
kill the poultry required for the table. He
also helped in the garden in the afternoon.
Lionel recalls that when he himself was
employed as a garden boy at the age of
fourteen, he and the house-boy used to trim
the edges of the lawns and flower beds after
the weekly lawn mowing. It was reckoned
that they did approximately one and a half
miles of edging each week.

At harvest time all of the outdoor staff were
called upon to help in the fields. After each
cartload was completed all were given a glass
of cider which was brewed in large forty
gallon barrels by the bailiff. This cider was
known throughout the area and callers at
the farm were always pleased to be offered
a glassful. Tea to drink, and bread and
butter and cakes were always brought out
to the workers in the harvest fields each
afternoon. At the end of the harvest there
was the Harvest Supper, followed by a play
performed by the indoor staff.

Those employed outside were “Di” Potter,
the head Gardener, two under gardeners and
one garden boy, two chauffeurs who looked
after and drove the three motor cars as well
as looking after the electricity generator; the
farm bailiff, a gamekeeper, two stockmen
and a pig man, two carters who looked after
the farm horses and worked with them; a
groom who looked after the three hunters,
and two farm labourers. These were all
housed on the estate with the exception of
the groom and the farm labourers – one of
whom walked three miles to work and three
miles home again to Ide Hill each day.
As Head Gardener Lionel’s father was not
only responsible for the day-to-day work in
the flower and vegetable gardens and the
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teams of men and horses took part. On the
same day there was a competition in which
entrants from local estates took part for the
best mangles, apples, corn and trusses of
hay. The apples were in half bushel lots and
the hay was judged on how well it had been
made. As usual prizes were given.

There were a number of pheasant shoots
each year, when employees and boys were
used as beaters. Lionel recalls – “There was
always a sausage tea after the shoot for all
the beaters and helpers, and at the end of
the shooting season there would be a rabbit
and pigeon shoot organised by the bailiff for
his friends. We often had meets of the West
Kent Hunt in the district and then I would
be a gate opener for the riders who preferred
not to jump the fences and usually would be
given 3d. for opening the gate.”

Every summer there would be the staff
outing by charabanc to the other house
owned by his employer at Jesson near
Dymchurch. Here there would be organised
games with prizes for the children, and
everyone had a wonderful tea. “The only
trouble was, it took so long to get there and
back again.”
Not only was the physical welfare of the
estate families taken care of, but their
spiritual needs too. There was the weekly
Sunday School for the children, and a
service for all staff held once a month in the
old granary and presided over by the Rector
of Chiddingstone Causeway.

Christmas was always a busy but happy time
on the estate, especially for the children.
There was always a Christmas party with
a tree and three or four presents for each
child, as well as presents of lengths of cloth
for the women and beef and money for the
men.

Lionel Potter sums it all up by saying
“Everyone worked hard in those days, and
it was all manual work with very little
machinery, but we were reconciled to going
out once a week on Saturday afternoons,
and they were happy days.”.

Every month a dance was held in the barn
for the staff and anyone else who wished
to go. Music for dancing was supplied by
an accordian and a small drum set, and
refreshments were always provided. There
was also an estate cricket team and a
football team, and again refreshments were
provided after each match. On the Whitsun
Bank Holiday which was the Monday after
Whit Sunday, there was always a cricket
match against the Chiddingstone Causeway
2nd XI held at Bore Place. The match was
followed by Sports including a Tug O’War
and a Relay Race, and races for the children,
and of course there were prizes to be won.
In the Autumn of 1928 a ploughing match
was held at Bore place, and many local

Today, Bore Place is home to the Commonwork Trust and
Commonwork Organic Farm which is working towards
sustainable solutions in farming, food and education.
Set in 500 acres of countryside it encompasses an organic
dairy farm, organic market gardens, conference centre,
environmental education centre, as well as programmes to
provide opportunities for vulnerable and disadvantaged
young people. www.boreplace.org
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IN THE MIDDLE OF THE
WOOD

The summer days were lovely and we spent
some afternoons country dancing under the
trees. The music for the Circassian Circle
and Sir Roger de Coverley was provided
by a wind-up gramophone balanced on a
tree stump. We had a large school garden
and Mrs Townsend kept bees. In winter
the open fires were wonderful and we were
able to stand our bottles of milk around
the guard to warm. As every child walked
to school, the fires were most welcome. The
playground was anywhere in the wood;
there were natural outcrops of sandstone to
play on. We all knew when playtime was
over because a hand bell would be rung
loudly from the school steps.

By E. M. Butcher née Collins

Memories of Chiddingstone Hoath School
I shall never forget the school in which
I began my school life. A small wooden
building, it stood in the middle of ancient
woodland in Chiddingstone Hoath.
I was taken to school on my first day by
my elder brother. The war was over and
peace reigned once again. Teaching must
have been difficult for Mrs Townsend,
the senior teacher, and Miss Coomber as
there were only two classrooms divided by
folding doors. It was not unusual for us to
be practising our reading whilst the older
children were singing the tonic sol-fa on
the other side of the screen. Both teachers
were very dedicated and cared so much for
us all. I can remember receiving a doll at
Christmas. Miss Coomber had made one
for every little girl in her class. I cannot
remember what presents the boys received,
but each boy had one. Miss Coomber must
have worked the whole year to get the
presents finished in time.

There was no running water, so any water
needed for drinking had to be brought from
neighbouring houses in large enamel jugs
by the older boys. As there was no water, we
therefore had earth closets situated on the
boundaries of the play area, quite a long way
should it be raining!
Although we had no “mod-cons” the
freedom of that lovely place was worth
everything. The building still stands but is
now a dwelling.

Source: www.roughwood.net/Genealogy/GenealogyPlaces/Chiddingstone/ChiddingstoneHoathSchoolMemories.htm

The School in the Wood,
Chiddingstone Hoath,
c.1920.
Photographer:
H. Camburn, Tunbridge
Wells.
Image: P2008.1601
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LETTER TO THE QUEEN

bomb was a Gotha, this appears to have
accelerated the move by George V to change
the name of the Royal Family from SaxeCoburg-Gotha to something less German.

By Brenda Hillman i
Reading about the Queen’s visit to Poplar
to mark the centenary of the bombingii of
Upper North Street School on 13 June 1917
reminded me that we have related material
at the museum.

I thought that the Queen might be
interested to read what some of the
surviving children had written, and so a
letter and selection of those in our collection
were sent to Her Majesty in July 2017.

For some time after the event seventeen of
the children attended the school at Marsh
Green. While they were there some wrote
about their experiences and copies of two of
the accounts survive in the 1917 edition of
the Greybury School Magazine.

‘Thomas Myers December 6/12/17
The Great Air Raid
On the 18th of June 1917 a big air raid
occurred by German taubes.
The school I go to was bombed by one of the
stragglers.
Before ever the bomb was dropped we heard the
buzzing of the enemy aeroplanes overhead then all
of a sudden the bomb had been dropped through
the school and had exploded in the infants.
All the boys rushed out as quickly as they could
and into the corridor and waited there till we got
the signal “All Clear” then we went home and told
our mothers what had happened in the school.
After a time there were many waggons and
ambulances to carry away the injured children to
hospitals where ever there was room for them.
Only one boy was killed in our room, his name
was Edward Powel. The bomb fell in his lap and
knocked his legs off and he died through his serious
injuries.
A week after they were buried in East London
Cemetery with full honours. Before they were
taken to the Cemetery there was a service held in
Poplar Church.
In time to come a Monument will be erected of
all the children who were killed.’

One tells how the caretaker of the school
went into the wreckage to try to rescue the
children and that the third body he brought
out was his own little boy.
Another, after describing the event, stoically
says “that then they went home and told
their mothers what had happened”.
Because the aircraft that dropped the

i

Brenda Hillman taught at Marsh Green School from
1959 to 1990.
ii
On the 13th of June 1917, a stray German bomb hit
Upper North Street School in Poplar, London. Most
of the 18 children who died in the raid were from the
infant class and were between four and six years old.
Around 37 other children were injured in the blast.
Children watched as the bodies of their classmates were
then carried out of the building.

Extract of an essay written by Thomas Myers recalling the day the bomb
fell on their School. Greybury School Magazine, 1917. EDEVT:223.
Fully transcribed below:
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THE EDEN VALLEY AND THE
CIVIL WAR, STILL DIVIDED!

we knew that Parliamentary troops were
billeted there, damaging the church by
leaving large scars on the door frame as they
are said to have sharpened their weapons on
the sandstone. It had even been suggested
that horses were stabled in the church,
though we have no evidence of that, and it
might have been a post-Restoration story
blackening the memory of the Parliamentary
troops.

By Claire Donithorn
When our exhibitions are opened to the
public one might think that all the research
is over and the work completed. This is not
necessarily the case. We are delighted when
our exhibitions stimulate visitors’ memories
and further information is brought to us. As
most of our exhibitions are based on local
photos and memories this new information
can offer us fascinating breadth and new
slants on the work we have already done, or
even new acquisitions for the museum.
When I curated the 2017 Civil War
Exhibition I had been concerned that the
whole topic might seem rather irrelevant
to today’s visitors, and was not a display
to generate further local information from
the public. I was therefore delighted to find
there were other local people who shared my
enthusiasm and who had additional stories
to tell which added both knowledge and
colour to the subject.

Door frame Church of St Mary Magdalene, Cowden
Image © Claire Donithorn

There are almost no references in history
books to this area, and as no major battles
occurred locally we have no enthusiastic
re-enactors storming around in our fields.
However, the finds made at Starborough
Castle by a local metal detectorist, and the
loss of Starborough Castle and Tonbridge
Castle, prove that in a civil war nowhere
in the country remains untouched, and
research for the exhibition proved that all
the local families would have been affected.

Close to Cowden village there is an area
known as ‘Battle Oak’ so perhaps there
was unrest and skirmishes around the
valuable iron foundries, most of which were
staunchly parliamentarian and who only
made ordinance for Parliamentary troops.
Royalist capture at Gabriels Manor
We are told a story of a cavalier who, in an
attempt to escape capture by Parliamentary
troops, was said to have taken refuge and
been hidden by the family at Gabriels
Manor. He was said to have been a member
of a Royalist family living at Puttenden
Manor. As the Parliamentary troops took
refreshment in the kitchen he was betrayed
by the kitchen maids and led off cursing the
folk of the house.

These are some of the stories that we have
subsequently been told.
A Cromwellian Boot in Cowden
We were told of a Cromwellian boot found
during renovations to a cottage in the High
Street at Cowden, though sadly it can
no longer be located. From our research
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Through our research Gabriels would seem
to have been a poor choice for a Cavalier as
it was owned by Robert Seyliard, a member
of the strongly Parliamentary Seyliard
family, who wielded great influence in the
district throughout the Commonwealth
period and sat on the County Committee,
the body which controlled the district under
Cromwell’s Commonwealth.
However, these sharp divisions in the
families might well have been less distinct
than one might think. At Chiddingstone
Church there is a 1650 memorial to Francisc
Johannis (Francesca Joanna) who was
married first to Thomas Streatfeild, from
a Royalist family, and then John Seyliard,
from a Parliamentarian one. Personal
friendships and political loyalties must often
have been at odds in such a turbulent time.

Prince Rupert
Image: www.wikipedia.org

Rupert was said to have been injured in a
local skirmish and taken to New Place to
recover.
Prince Rupert, the ultimate Cavalier,
commanded the Royalist cavalry and
later the Royalist army. After the defeat at
Naseby and the surrender of Bristol in 1645
he was removed from his post, and was
exiled by Parliament in 1646.
Sadly, we have found no evidence that
Rupert ever came to this part of the country,
his fighting being in the North, Midlands
and to the West and as the commander
he was constantly involved with troop
movements in other parts of the country.
The story need not be dismissed entirely,
however. There was undoubtedly a Royalist
uprising in the area in 1643 in which many
local Royalist families participated, which
ended in a fight with Parliamentary forces
at Tonbridge. Local Royalist families were
fined £10 (£755.60 today) for participating.

Memorial to Francisc Johannis, St Mary’s Church, Chiddingstone
Image © Claire Donithorn

Prince Rupert in Lingfield.
More recently we were visited by the
present owner of New Place in Lingfield.
The house would have been newly built in
the period, though we have not been able
to discover who owned it at that time. The
present owner had acquired a painting
from the previous owner of Prince Rupert,
the charismatic nephew of Charles I,
understanding that there was a connection
between Prince Rupert and New Place.

Parliament certainly took care to ensure
that all the Kent Castles of Dover, Leeds,
Tonbridge, and also Starborough were under
their command as soon as war was declared
to ensure military control of the county, and
the finds at Starborough Castle might well
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indicate local trouble. As both Starborough
Castle and Tonbridge Castle were destroyed
on Cromwell’s orders in 1648, to ensure
they did not fall into Royalist hands, it
could indicate the area had far more unrest
than our research has been able to verify.
Many of the local families were Royalist
supporters and Parliamentary troops were
billeted in Cowden and the Penshurst area.
It is, therefore, quite possible that a local
Royalist leader was injured in a skirmish
and recuperated at New Place, a very
prominent house in the district close to
where Starborough Castle stood.

the trial of Charles I to be held Cromwell
needed to secure a vote in Parliament.
Cromwell was increasingly concerned that
the City of London, under the known
Royalist sympathiser Lord Mayor Abraham
Reyardson, might create trouble and
disrupt his plans. To counteract this threat
Cromwell sent Robert Tichbourne, now one
of his younger colonels, to raise a petition
in the name of the citizens of London, to
present to Parliament in support of their
cause. The petition had to be passed by
the City of London Council before it was
presented to Parliament and Reyardson
refused to sign. Titchbourne arranged
for the Council to override him, and
Titchbourne presented the London Petition
to Parliament on 15 January 1649 thereby
playing a crucial role in providing the
necessary support in Parliament for the trial
and subsequent death sentence to be passed
on Charles I.

Robert Titchbourne of Cowden
Another addition to our knowledge came
from a book, The Trial of Charles I by C.V.
Wedgwood, first published in 1964, and
kindly loaned by someone whose interest
had been caught by the exhibition. This
offered additional information about Robert
Titchbourne, the Regicide who was part of
the Titchbourne family of Cowden. As one
of the signatories to Charles I death warrant
it is obvious that he was a loyal supporter
of Cromwell who later appointed him as
Lord Mayor of London. This book told of a
time prior to Charles I death when it would
appear Titchbourne was a well trusted ‘fixer’
for Cromwell.

At the Restoration Charles II ordered the
Regicides to surrender and they were put
on trial. Titchbourne was inevitably found
guilty, but having voluntarily surrendered
his sentence was commuted to life
imprisonment. Titchbourne died in 1682 
having spent the final 21 years of his life
imprisoned, first at Dover Castle then in the
Tower of London.

In July 1648 he was appointed as head of
a delegation to negotiate with the leaders
of the ‘Levellers’, whose ideas were causing
dissent amongst the Parliamentary forces,
demanding one man one vote and greater
equality than Cromwell wanted to offer.
Titchbourne defused the situation by
agreeing to set up a committee, part army,
part civilian, to consider the problem, thus
dissipating the anger of the troops and
assuring power for Cromwell.
Six months later Cromwell called upon
Titchbourne’s services again. To enable

Sir Robert Tichbourne
Image: courtesy Topfoto
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Coins and a Ring

CRESTED CHINA, A POTTED
HISTORY

As a great addition to our exhibition we
were delighted to be offered finds of the
period from another metal detectorist. At
sites at Chiddingstone he had found several
coins of the period, a link with those who
lived through the turbulent times. It was
interesting to note that two of the coins, a
Charles I ½ groat and a Commonwealth
½ groat had been pierced to be used as
pendants, a visual proof of the split loyalties
of the area.

by Joan Varley

During 2017 the museum hosted a display of
Edenbridge crested china, loaned by a local
resident.

Amongst the coins he also found a silver
coiled snake ring with the two heads,
symbolising loyalty and unity. The British
Museum verified it as Civil War Period
(1682-9). Where such rings usually had a
scales pattern running round the shank, to
imitate a snake skin, this ring has a tartan
design, thought to symbolise support for the
Stuart cause and therefore thought to be a
hidden symbol of a Royalist supporter.

Chronicle Office, Edenbridge
Image 2004.1.225

The Chronicle Office in Edenbridge was
for many years located in the Narrows, the
section of the High Street between the Old
Crown Inn and the Square. It appears that
the Chronicle Office commissioned the
manufacture of crested china objects and
sold them from their office. A model of an
old armchair bore
the stamp ‘Made
for the Chronicle
Office Edenbridge’
as did several other
items including a
large thimble, and
a small chicken,
pictured, stamped ‘Paid for by the Chronicle
Office Edenbridge’, all made by Arcadian.

The Streatfeild family were the wealthy local
family of the district and known Royalist
supporters, but there were many in the
district who might have feared too public a
display of loyalty to the Stuarts.

Snake Ring
Image © Claire Donithorn

With its origins in the 19th century, crested
china was first produced by the W.H. Goss
pottery in Stoke-on-Trent. Aimed at the
souvenir market, these pieces of ‘fancy ware’
could be bought for a few shillings or less.
By the dawn of the 20th century they had
become an integral part of the country’s
souvenir trade.

In an attempt to engage our visitors, at
the end of the exhibition I offered an
opportunity to place an appropriate sticker
in one of the boxes to show which side
the visitors would have supported. I am
delighted that many did participate. To
date the tally stands at Roundheads 226
Cavaliers 220, so we are still divided!
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During the early part of the 20th century
other manufacturers joined in including
Arcadian, Botolph
and Clifton. German
companies were also
producing items for the
British souvenir market
and in 1905, it was said
that German companies
– using a photo or
postcard for the design
– could take the order,
produce, and deliver the items in two weeks.  
The china gilded chair, pictured is stamped
‘Germany’.

Manufacturers also began putting
Regimental Crests on their china. Arcadian
produced objects bearing the Royal West
Kent (The Queen’s Own) Regimental Crest.
As the First World
War ended new
designs included
memorials, such as the
Cenotaph, and war
heroes such as Edith
Cavell.
However, the end of
the war also marked
the end of a way of
life and whilst many of the manufacturers
struggled on through the 1920s, the
demand for such novelties was fading and
the Depression in the 1930s finally put an
end to the heyday of these souvenirs.
There are small crested china souvenirs still
being produced today. Sadly, as with most of
Britain’s fine china brands, the bulk of these
items are produced overseas.

The outbreak of the First World War gave
rise to a new range of crested china products
based on a war theme, including everything
from new weapons such as planes, zeppelins
and tanks (pictured), to smaller items such
as clips of bullets and grenades.
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Some objects carried ‘inscriptions’, as in the
case of the Fireplace pictured below.
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A round up of museum activities
during 2017
Fun activities for the young and not so
young…
During 2017, Charlotte Moon joined the
museum staff as Learning and Outreach
Officer, a post funded primarily by the
Great Stone Bridge Trust. Amongst the
innovations she introduced were five family
fun activity events run during the school
summer holidays which attracted more
than 300 visitors. The first event in July
was Mosaic Making and the overwhelming
response meant that the activity had to be
moved from the museum meeting room to
the Buttery and Pantry gallery, and extra
staff and resources were needed. Realising
how popular these free events were, for
subsequent activities the numbers were
restricted, but the activity was repeated
throughout the day. The other events were
Make your own Mr Man (or Miss), Water
Marbling and Book Binding, Calligraphy
and Hand Lettering, and Leather Key Ring

Special Coffee Mornings

These new activities were all in addition to
our free monthly guided walks around the
historic centre of Edenbridge, organised by
Kay Wilson, and which take place on the
second Saturday of the month throughout
the summer.
Wheels of Time
The museum took
part in the Wheels
of Time Project
which encouraged
children aged 5-11 to
join time travelling
character Roamin’
Rex in discovering many of Kent’s fantastic
museums and heritage sites.
Children could collect up to 25 exclusive
badges along the way, showing each site’s
logo or related picture. Children who
collected 10 badges were awarded Roamin’
Rex’s Bronze Award Badge, and when they’d
collected 20 badges, a Silver Award Badge.
Wheels of Time (www.wheelsoftime.uk) is
recognised as a Kent Children’s University
Learning Activity, and many of the sites give
Learning Credits to children registered with
the Children’s University.

Leather Key Ring Craft

Craft.
Other new initiatives have included tours
of the museum on the first Thursday of the
month in the company of a member of the
museum team; and special coffee mornings
on the first Saturday of each month which
include object handling. The museum tours
and coffee mornings will continue until the
end of the year.
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WE WILL REMEMBER THEM
An exhibition for 2018 marking the end of
World War 1
The total number of military and civilian
casualties in World War I was more than
38 million. Over 17 million deaths and 20
million wounded, among the deadliest of
conflicts in human history. The names of
around 300 men are listed on memorials
in the Eden Valley, others are listed on
memorials in neighbouring towns and
villages or further afield.

Other activities
This year the museum was present at the
summer fetes and fayres at Penshurst,
Crockham Hill, Four Elms, and Edenbridge
Hospital. Claire Donithorn gave a talk on
the Civil War exhibition to Chiddingstone
WI, and Charlotte Moon gave a talk to the
Rotary Club of Edenbridge and Westerham,
also on the Civil War exhibition. The
Eden Valley Chamber of Commerce
held a networking event at the Museum.
Two groups from Edenbridge Primary
School visited the Museum; and Arts
Award training took place in the meeting
room with Charlotte Moon and six other
participants.

The ‘We Will Remember Them’ exhibition
in 2018 will remember not only those that
gave their lives, but also those who survived,
those who served at home, and those who
kept ‘the home fires burning’.
This exhibition has drawn upon the
collective memories of residents throughout
the Eden Valley, recorded and collated
by museum volunteers and village
representatives. Research done over many
years into the casualties of WW1 by local
historians, and the invaluable archives of the
Eden Valley Museum.

2017 has been a busy year with nearly
2000 visitors by the end of August. The
continuing support of museum members,
now numbering around 245 has been very
welcome, as has the active involvement of
our sterling team of volunteers, without
whom none of this would have been
possible.
27 September 2017

The news of the Armistice was officially
received in Edenbridge at about 12.30pm
on 11 November 1918. The signal was given
by the Tanyard whistle and siren, and bells
were ringing and flags and bunting appeared
in the streets like magic. At 5.30pm the
school children assembled in the Square and
to the accompaniment of the Town Band
sang the National Anthem, the Marseillaise
and Rule Britannia. The news would have
quickly spread around the Valley bringing
local residents and veterans out onto the
streets to celebrate, such as in Toys Hill
where a large bonfire was lit to mark the
occasion.

Tanyard lorry and tannery workers, Armistice Day, Edenbridge, 1918
Image: P2003.816
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BRUCE BAIRNSFATHER

Whilst it would still be many months before
the official Peace, Death Plaques with the
names of their loved ones engraved upon
them were being prepared for the relatives
of casualties, and those who served at home
were receiving ornate certificates of thanks
for their contribution to the war effort.

To complement the ‘We Will Remember Them’
exhibition, the museum will open in February
with a display of pottery bearing Bruce
Bairnsfather cartoons, kindly loaned by a local
resident.

As men returned from the battlefields,
the women who had taken their places in
local industries such as the Tannery, had
to return to their domestic duties. The war
however, had generated a social revolution
and life for those who had lost loved ones, as
well as those who had found new freedoms
at home, would never be the same again.

Captain Bruce Bairnsfather became
world famous during World War 1 as the
creator of Old Bill, the blob-nosed walrus
moustached old soldier who appeared in
many of his “Fragments from France”
cartoons depicting life at the Front.
Published weekly in The Bystander magazine
from 1915 they caught the imagination of
both the men on the frontline, and their
families back home.

BACK COVER: A selection of Eden Valley Museum
images recently added to the Kent Photo Archive:
www.kentphotoarchive.com
EVM-1411 Approach to Marsh Green village looking
east with village stores on left owned by the Feakins
family, 1965-1975.
EVM-1424 Bapton Cup Final and Bapton Snow Pilot,
two animals taken from Delaware Farm, Edenbridge by
special train for relocation to Oldmeldrum, Scotland,
c.1960
EVM-1471 Christmas party at Marsh Green School,
1950-1952.
EVM-1479 Cowden School Rabbit and Young Farmers
Club sitting with their gardening tools and Miss Pean,
c.1920.
EVM-1511 Tally Ho pub, Toys Hill with view across
the Weald, 1942.
EVM-1512 Houses on Rock Corner, Chiddingstone
Hoath, 1950.
EVM-1513 Brook Cottage, Hever, 1950.
EVM-1538 Front view of Chiddingstone Castle, 1957.
EVM-1574 Mapleton, Chartwell Road, Four Elms,
Undated.

Towards the end of 1917 the owners of
The Bystander granted Leonard Grimwade
permission to reproduce a limited number
of “Fragments from France” cartoons on
items of pottery, and in time a whole range
of pieces, from plates and plaques to teapots,
flower pots, jugs, and tobacco jars were all
featuring the famous Bairnsfather cartoons.
Source: www.brucebairnsfather.org.uk

30

EDEN VALLEY MUSEUM

A Dynamic Social History Museum in a 14th Century Farmhouse

MUSEUM OPENING TIMES

February to December 2018
Wednesday and Friday 2 to 4.30pm
Thursday and Saturday 10am to 4.30pm
Sundays (June, July and August) 2 to 4.30pm

FREE GUIDED WALKS

Evening walks: Saturdays June 9th, July 14th, August 11th,
meet at the museum at 6.30pm, visit museum afterwards.
Afternoon walk: September 8th,
meet at the museum at 2pm.

MEMBERSHIP

Annual individual membership
Annual family membership
Annual corporate membership

£12
£24
£90

DONATIONS

Cheques should be made payable to:  Eden Valley Museum Trust
Send to: The Treasurer, Eden Valley Museum, Church House,
72 High Street, Edenbridge, Kent TN8 5AR
You can also donate online via the Charities Aid Foundation:
go to: www.cafonline.org and search using our charity number:
Eden Valley Museum Trust - Registered Charity No. 1065466
Leaving a legacy in your Will to the Eden Valley Museum is a gift to future
generations - helping to safeguard the future of our past.
If you would like to discuss leaving a legacy, please contact The Treasurer,
Eden Valley Museum, Church House, 72 High Street, Edenbridge, Kent TN8 5AR

EDEN VALLEY MUSEUM

Find us on the web at: www.evmt.org.uk; Twitter: @EdenMuseumKent;
Facebook: www.facebook.com; Easy Fundraising: www.easyfundraising.org.uk; and on the Kent
Photo Archive: www.kentphotoarchive.com

The Eden Valley Museum contributes photographs to the Kent Photo Archive. To date c.1000
images have been made available to the public via this online resource.
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