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Front cover picture: Marsh Green in Winter                   ©TopFoto

Below: High Street, Edenbridge looking south from the top of 
Mount Pleasant (where the post office sorting office is) 

©Edenbridge Chronicle  

Diary Dates
Closed from  Friday 22 Dec 2006
Re-opens  Thursday 1 February 2007

‘All Good Sports’ continues 
with new displays joining those on show in 
2006.

Coffee Morning Fundraiser
to relaunch ‘All Good Sports’ Exhibition
Saturday 17 February 

Half Term Activity for Children
‘Creative Creatures ’
Fun for children of any age
Thursday 15 February 
10.00  – 12.00 & 2.00 -  4.00

Art Exhibition and Competition
‘All Good Sports’
Any medium including photography
Get creative and interpret this subject any 
way you want.
Adults and children. Adult entries to be 
judged by popular vote.
Application forms available in February.
Wednesday 25 April to Sunday 27 May

Eden Valley Museum Trust AGM
tba – appx 22 May 

Edenbridge Festival
Sharing a stall with the Historical Society
Monday 28 May

Half Term Activity for Children
Thursday 31 May

Sports exhibition closes
Sunday 30 September

Half Term Activity for Children
Thursday 25 October

‘Hurricane Havoc’
Exhibition to remember the Great Storm 
of 1987
Wednesday 17 October
To Thursday 20 December when we close 
for Christmas. 
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From the Chair
     We are running slightly 
late with Museum News this 
year so the autumn issue has 
become the Christmas issue 
which explains why we have 
so many snowy pictures from 
days past when even the Eden 
froze hard enough to be skated 
on. The weather enemy in the 
Eden Valley seems in the past 
to have been more rain, floods 
and gales than snow so we 
can indulge a feeling of warm 
nostalgia for these snowy 
scenes. What will happen to us 
if our weather changes as the world warms? 
If the Gulf Stream moves away then we 
shall get colder for sure and now is the time 
to think about alternative energy. 
      2007 is the twentieth anniversary of 
the Great Gale and we shall have a great 
exhibition full of photos and anecdotes 
in the autumn. Please bring them in. To 
make sure that I get mine in, here it is. I 
had 6 weeks with no phone or electricity, 
luckier than the American professor whose 
hire car was at Hole Cottage for 9 months 
before it was cut out of the woods. Was it 
really that bad or has time embroidered the 
facts? We in the museum will try to be as 
accurate as possible. The raw facts need no 
embellishment.
     November saw 29 of our windows on 
the High Street broken. Who could be so 
mindless to do things like this at all, let 
alone to a museum? It is always said to 
be disaffected youth. We try hard in the 
Museum to engage youth and feel that we 
have had real success.  A recent visit by the 
One to One Club was certainly enjoyed by 
the children as far as we can tell and visits 
by the schools are interactive and engaging. 
We must continue to do our best here. The 
real barbarians are without, those forces 

who close beds in the hospital, promise to 
reopen them and do not, close the school just 
when it is doing well, whose policies for the 
elderly cause the home at the Convent on 
Stick hill to close, who promise to consult 
about what we all want and then ignore what 
we want. Perhaps if the “vandals” could see 
who the real enemies are then we might be 
able to harness their energies and go for the 
good.
     We also want to go for the gold. 
Edenbridge has a long sporting tradition 
and we are running an ongoing series of 
exhibitions about the various sporting 
activities in Edenbridge. The subjects will 
depend on what material comes in and thus 
the exhibition will change from time to time.
     Late at night in November, walking along 
a lonely street in Mdina, the ancient capital 
of Malta I heard a voice say, hello Alan, 
and it was Alan Davies, the previous editor 
of Museum News. Two out of four hundred 
thousand inhabitants  meeting there is not 
odds I would have liked to put money on.
     As usual our shop has lots of stocking 
fillers for fair prices. Do come in and buy.
Thank you to all who have worked so hard 
for the museum and to all, a VERY MERRY 
CHRISTMAS.   Alan Smith

Christmas card depicting Edenbridge Church painted by Ken Cox. 
On sale in the Eden Valley Museum Shop at 95p each.
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GoinG For GolD in 2012:
sport in the eDen Valley

Can anybody help? 

We want to find material for a profile of 
Alf Sellars whose magnificent bequest 
funded the start of the Leisure Centre, a 
jewel in the crown of Eden Valley. All of 
us over a certain age remember him well, 
the cycle shop in the Square, where with 
the aid of Mrs Sellars he bought and sold 
cycles and repaired them. Toys were sold in 
a limited range and fishing tackle and, of 
especial fascination, maggots. We would like 
photographs and any information, details 
of the bequest, the death, any surviving 
relatives, etc.  We want to honour somebody 
who did so much for Edenbridge and is in so 
many memories. Today the Leisure Centre 
can offer 27 activities and is involved in 
degree courses.

Please Help.

This is all part of our series about sport 
in the Eden Valley to get on the record 
our contribution to the spirit that we hope 
will back our athletes in the 2012 London 
Olympics.  The list we know now is a long 
one: Bare knuckle fighting, cricket, at least 5 
clubs including a ladies one in 1852, football, 
rugby, stoolball, bowls – a sad story here 
with the recent loss of the ground – angling, 
there are 3000 members of the club, the Rifle 
Club, the exhibition is now on, tennis, golf, 
iceskating, swimming, hunting, beagling, 
judo. If you know of more and have material 
to exhibit please contact us. Recent famous 
sportsmen with local connections include 
Duncan Goodhew, John Surtees, Matthew 
Fleming. 

Matthew Fleming ©UPPA / TopFoto

John Surtees ©NMM / HIP / TopFoto

Duncan Goodhew ©National Pictures / TopFoto
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Football Team dressed in top hats.         c. 1900 Photograph taken in Edenbridge.           
 P2003.1030

Ice Skating on River Eden 1929
2nd Right:  Dave Harrison with his son David  (3rd right) - Boy looking towards camera: Jack Goodwin

P2002.262 
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Edenbridge Secondary Modern School Football Team   1959
Picture taken in Croft Lane School.  The cottages by the railway line are visible. Photograph taken prior to building of Grange Close.
Back Row:   J Cheal,  R Bradford,  J Hodge,  A Burns (became a professional footballer),  L Clark.
Front Row:   A Smith,  A Spence,  D Pocock,   D Wittington,   P Smithers.                     FB 199

Members of Edenbridge Cricket Club at Edenbridge Recreation Ground.        c.1900
Back row: J. Worsell,    S. Waghorne,    W. Gooding,    C. Burtt,    ?,    Hogben,    F. Abrahams,    ?,    Anscombe,    F. King.
Front row: G. Faulkner,    ?,    ?,    L. Tilman,    D. Waghorne,    J. Pocock.                P2003.780
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Stonewall Park Stoolball Team   late 1950’s
 including: Bert Wenham (Umpire),    Nancy Austin (Captain)

P2002.558

Members of the Eden Ramblers Cycle Club with assorted cycles.
 including:    T. Smith,    Waghorn,    H. Wickham,    J. Heasman.

P2002.230
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Forty-FoUr Days in a 
liFeBoat

Flying Officer Streatfeild Relates 
His Experience

The story of how 12 men escaped from Java 
after the Japanese occupation was related to 
a “Courier” representative by Flying-Officer 
C. P. L. Streatfeild of Old Farm, Mark 
Beech on Friday.  Their 1,500-mile eventful 
voyage in a lifeboat was typical of the 
courage and endurance of our R.A.F. men 
and how Mr. Streatfeild and his companions 
finally arrived home after active service in 
most of the occupied countries out East is 
told here with the usual modesty peculiar to 
our British airmen.

After the Japanese occupation of Java 
four R.A.F. men, including Flying-Officer 
Streatfeild and eight Australians, decided 
to put to sea in a lifeboat in an endeavour 
to reach Australia.  Accordingly, with 
enough rations for a 30-day trip, they left 
flaming Java on their courageous venture.  
Whilst they were still in sight of land a 
Japanese submarine approached to within 
about 100 yards of the boat and, just as the 
crew thought their voyage had come to an 
untimely end, the submarine circled and 
disappeared.  “They must have thought,” 
commented F/O Streatfeild, “that we were 
survivors going into Java.  It probably did 
not occur to them at all that we might be 
trying to get away.”

The day’s ration for each man was 9-ozs. of 
Bully beef or camp pie, six biscuits, a little 
fish paste, a spoonful of beans or tomatoes, 
an occasional issue of fruit, about half-a-pint 
of water and a 12-oz. can of beer.

There were many calm days when the men 
just had to sit in the boat playing guessing 

games to keep their minds occupied, but 
the disadvantage of this diversion was 
that it tended to create a terrific thirst!  It 
was during one of such periods that the 
navigator’s calculations ….* 

Perhaps the most terrifying experience of all 
was when a school of whales was sighted.  
One monster surfaced and swam to within 
three feet of the rudder.  “She was really 
quite a friendly old thing.” declared Mr. 
Streatfeild, “but we were absolutely petrified 
to see that terrific head just staring at us.  
It was a shock!”  So hypnotised were the 
men that they just kept perfectly still and 
stared back at the whale expecting to be 
overturned at any moment by a flick of its 
tail.  Once again Providence lent a hand, for 
the whale suddenly submerged and swam 
away, leaving an incredulous crew to marvel 
at their escape from harm.

A tropical storm caused them to heave-to 
for 36 hours, after which it was found that 
some of the water had become contaminated 
with brine.  Then followed another period of 
calm and intense heat.

Yet another tragedy occurred when the 
navigator, having announced, after some 
strenuous calculations, that they were 
about 60 miles from land discovered that 
his watch had lost 40 minutes, and that 
therefore the boat might well be hundreds 
of miles out at sea.  As a precautionary 
measure, rations were immediately cut 
down.  “We did get a bit weak after that,” 
admitted Mr. Streatfeild.  Several of the 
crew had sea sores, and each man’s finger 
and toenails turned black, probably from 
lack of necessary vitamins.

At 2.30 a.m. on the 44th day, Flying Officer 
Streatfeild saw a grey line on the horizon 
and, in the highest of spirits, claimed his 
extra can of beer, being the first man to 
sight land.  So tumultuous was the rejoicing 
* text missing from original
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that the whole crew received an additional 
ration, and Mr. Streatfeild, having consumed 
two cans of beer in a remarkably short space 
of time on an empty stomach, was obliged 
to be dosed with brandy to the chaffing 
comments of his companions!  They 
struggled on an island, very weak in the 
legs, and, by means of hooks and parachute 
threads, caught and cooked their first fish 
meal.  Much refreshed, they put to sea 
again.

“WHAT IS YOUR TROUBLE?”

Later, an American flying boat was seen, 
and a distress signal in the form of a 
pyjama jacket attracted attention.  Mr. 
Streatfeild grinned as he recalled the signal 
semaphored from the flying boat – “What 
is your trouble?”!!  Eventually, three of 
the crew were taken aboard and the others 
continued their journey, cruising along the 
coast, determined to reach their pre-destined 
port.  However, their aim was not quite 
achieved, for a few days later the flying 
boat returned with orders from the R.A.F. 
to pick up the remainder of the crew.  So, 
near to their goal, that 28-ft. little boat was 
regretfully abandoned after having safely 
brought its crew over nearly 1,500 miles of 
sea.

From Australia, the men travelled to 
America where, through the good offices 
of the R.A.F. Benevolent Society, they 
received a warm welcome and were widely 
entertained.  And now, after a very long 
absence, Mr. Streatfeild is spending a well-
earned leave in England with his parents.  
“It’s grand to be back,” he added.

K&S Courier – July 1942

This article was sourced in conjuction with 
the 2005 WWII exhibition - Doing Our Bit.
This and many more are available at the 
Museum as part of its Outreach projects.

the BaGnolD sUn 
Compass

I wonder whether any other reader has 
memories of an unsung local hero of 
World War ll, namely Brigadier Ralph 
Bagnold, who lived in the Cowden area in 
the 1950’s?   He invented the Bagnold Sun 
Compass.

Bagnold wrote a fascinating book “Libyan 
Sands” (Immel Publishing), now out of 
print but obtainable second hand on the Net.  
It describes the travels between the Wars of 
a group of explorers led by Bagnold in that 
vast, largely uninhabited land south of the 
Western Desert of Eighth Army fame.

Then came WWll.  Navigation was a 
problem in that featureless land, especially 
for the intrepid special services in the far 
south which Bagnold with his pre-war 
experience helped form – but also for every 
vehicle in the fighting forces in the Western 
Desert itself.

The traditional compass is useless in a 
metal vehicle.  But dismounted one could 
use it to set a vehicle on any required 
bearing and then maintain the course by 
keeping steady the shadow cast on the 
Bagnold Sun compass (similar to a sundial), 
making allowance for the movement of the 
sun itself.

Obviously this process could not be used 
in battle, and has since been outdated, but 
Bagnold’s invention was invaluable in its 
time for fighting vehicle approach marches 
and for supply services.  I certainly found it 
so.

John Harris, sometime Major, 2nd 
Derbyshire Yeomanry
Rough Close, Swan Lane, Edenbridge
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Then ...
EVM.211 Photo: Unknown  - Date: Unknown

EVM.77 Photo: A.H. Homewood  - Date: c.1910
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... and Now
Photo: J. Balean

Photo: J. Balean
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CUrator’s ColUmns

OUTREACH VISITS

The museum was created for the 
community by the community but as 
members of the community cannot always 
get to it I felt it was important to start 
making our material available for Outreach 
visits. From now on I hope we can prepare 
travelling versions of our bigger exhibitions. 
The WW2 displays have been to two 
groups of older residents and have been 
part of the material we took with us for two 
visits to Edenbridge Primary School this 
summer. We were also able to take boxes of 
handling material and supply volunteers to 
host the sessions with the children.  I have 
2 bookings in 2007 for ‘Were You Being 
Served? our 2003 exhibition on the history 
of the shops in Edenbridge High Street.

EXHIBITIONS

‘Our Great Neighbours’ 

Our summer exhibition this year had 
our tourist visitors in mind giving them 
an introduction to 7 of our local country 
houses. I should like to acknowledge the 
assistance from the owners and managers 
of the properties given to the Research and 
Exhibitions Group to mount the displays. 
This was very much a Research Group 
show with each member working on a 
different property. We had a beautiful sunny 
evening for the Private View when newly 
appointed Edenbridge Town Council Clerk 
Christine Lane opened the exhibition. 

‘All Good Sports’ 

Apart from the photographs and objects  we 
already have in the collection this exhibition 
is relying more on the material being lent 
to us by members of the local community.  
Richard Johnson has produced  the display 
for the Edenbridge and District Riffle 
Club. Ken Cooper has lent me his entire 
collection of memorabilia for the Nomads 
Football team and the Edenbridge Bowling 
Club have donated their giant scrapbook 
and many items from the clubs’ pavilion 
when they had to close this summer.

WWII Outreach at Edenbridge Primary School. 
photo: J. Higgs EVM

WWII Outreach at the Older Lifestyles Group.
photo: Helen Vicary

Edenbridge Town Council Clerk, Christine Lane, opening the 
‘Our Great Neighbours’ exhibition, with Chairman, Alan Smith.

photo: J. Higgs EVM
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More Sports displays next year

It takes many hours preparing the displays, 
scanning and printing photographs, 
checking out details and producing the 
information cards to explain the story we 
are telling. Time dictated that only some 
of the clubs have been represented in the 
displays this year but when we open again 
in February we will have expanded the 
displays to include more about stoolball, 
cricket, football, judo and any other sports 
we are lucky enough to get material for. 
We hope it will become truly representative 
of all the sport that has been and is 
being played in the district. We are also 
celebrating sport by designating it the 
subject for the biennel Art Exhibition and 
Competition which takes place next spring. 

‘Hurricane Havoc’

We cannot let the 20th anniversary of the 
Great Storm of 1987 go by without marking 
it with an exhibition of photographs and 
stories of that night. So get collecting and 
bring them in. There must be some amazing 
anecdotes out there – the disappearance of 
your greenhouse, the tree that missed your 
car by 2 inches –  that sort of thing! We had 
to pick glass out of a very large Lego town 
model that was on the floor under a window 
that blew in

VANDALISM

We are a social history museum and social 
history should look at all aspects of life, 
good and bad! Vandalism has always been 
with us. Graffitti in Pompeii has helped 
us understand the people that lived there 
thousands of years ago. The description in 
the dictionary of a Vandal is of fierce people 
from North Eastern Germany who overran 
Gaul around 500 years ago!  The word 
without a capital letter describes someone 
who destroys what is beautiful. (Does this 
mean you are not a vandal if you wreck 
something ugly?)

Whatever we are going to call them ‘people 
who break windows’ have been busy at the 
museum recently. Occasionally I expect 
the odd broken pane can be put down to 
‘accidental contact on leaving the pub’ but 
recently that is not the case. Our building is 
a listed building and protected by English 
Heritage, who in fact gave a substantial 
grant for it to be renovated for community 
use, so we would not be permitted to install 
any modern protective measures. In the past 
Colin Waghorn has very kindly donated his 
glass and his talented service in replacing 
odd panes for us. We are extremely grateful 
to him but he cannot continue to do this if 
breaking the museum windows becomes a 
regular weekend activity for some of our 
inhabitants.

Signpost at Bough Beech on its side after the storm. 
photo: Jane Higgs

photo: Jane Higgs / EVM
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CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES

These continue to be enjoyed 3 times a 
year at Half Term and this year during 
the Christmas Shopping Event. Our 
team of Volunteers always come up with 
wonderfully creative ideas for the children 
to do. In fact gathering by the ‘ooh & aahs’ 
I hear when they get together for a planning 
session I think they enjoy themselves as 
much as the children. 

We have an ever growing list of creative 
ideas that we can offer booked groups and 
plan to produce a leaflet promoting these 
next year. Adults could enjoy them too 
– why should children get all the fun?

We are still adhering to history because 
practical activities are fast being replaced 
by electronic ones. 

Children and adults from the ‘One to 
One’ group have enjoyed two visits to the 
museum. The second time they all got down 
to a session of  3D model making   

VOLUNTEER TRAINING

Don Garman ran a training evening in May 
for volunteers to learn to take groups on the 
High Street Trail.

Jane will be holding her beginning of 
season Museum Assistants Tea Party on 
Saturday 27th January 07. This is when 
we go over the procedures for opening the 
museum to visitors. 

Have you thought of

Volunteering
at

The Eden Valley Museum?

Volunteers with D. Garman, by the bridge during a training tour 
of the High Street.

photo: J. Higgs / EVM

Volunteers during an activity prep.
photo: J. Higgs / EVM

A finished puppet by one of the children at ‘One to One’. 
photo: J. Higgs / EVM
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 General news

Accreditation

When we opened in the summer of 2000 we 
had Registered Museum status. This means 
we had to meet certain criteria laid down by 
the Museums and Archives Council in order 
to receive the grants that funded the setting 
up of the museum. Our turn to be reviewed 
is due in May 2007 so we will be busy in 
the next year making sure that we still meet 
the standards to be granted what is now 
called Accredition. 

Without this accolade we would not be able 
to apply for any government funding. Our  
Museum Development Officer Joanna Low 
is available to help us and Helen and I will 
be having our first meeting with her before 
Christmas.

Promotion and Networking

I take every opportunity I can to promote 
the museum either by attending events 
or advertising free whenever possible. 
Although we do not have a Head of 
Publicity there is a strong team working 
away in the background. I was invited 
to the reception that was held for the 
Lord Lieutenant of Kent and produced a 
promotional display for the event. I had to 
borrow some boards for the occasion and 
would like to thank Engagers Limited at 
Edenbridge House for lending me theirs. 
Ever the opportunist, I had spotted the 
boards in Rickards Hall and took the firms 
number! 

We owe the editors of all the local Parish 
Magazines and Church Newsletters a big 
thank you for advertising events at the 
museum whenever they can and this is free 
of charge.  Also the local correspondents at 
the Courier and Chronicle. 

Taking advertising space can be very 
expensive so we just do one or two a year in 
strategic places.  

I have attended meetings of Hidden Britain, 
the initiative which encourages tourism in 
the Eden Valley. There will be a link on 
their website to ours. 

It would be very helpful to have help from 
someone who is good at writing articles. 
I have been asked to do one for a local 
publication and have not succeeded yet. 

Postage

I should like to assure members that as 
many postal items as possible are delivered 
by hand to keep costs down. Sometimes 
volunteers very kindly stamp them to save 
on petrol! I also bought a good supply of 
stamps before the cost went up. 

Chiddingstone village model

This has finally been protected by glass 
which enabled Edith Wynne-Williams 
and I to finish the scenic effects and put 
the sheep, dogs and people in the scene to 
bring it to life. Fortunately Edith was able 
to finish this long term project before she 
moved away from Edenbridge after living 
here for so many years. I should like to 
wish her well in her new home. 

A Snowy Winter’s Night in Chiddingstone Village - 1958
photo: John Topham / TopFoto
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Visitor numbers
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

January Closed 50 Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed

February 257 168 139 121 199 113

March 134 406 283 103 344 246

April 428 187 193 59 304 337

May 234 184 207 166 464 306

June 229 371 113 139 588 550

July 446 96 217 59 338 382 340

August 425 164 174 102 377 750 493

September 612 612 409 254 291 362 526

October 330 285 169 126 159 413 291

November 316 91 81 60 188 200

December 96 317 203 253 300 394

Total 2225 2897 2569 1789 2241 4400 3202

oUr Visitors say it Best  May - November 2006

A Joy to come back to Edenbridge Creasy Cyprus

Blissfully historical Grueneberg S.A.

A fascinating look back at our past Harding E.G.

A wonderful piece of history Bliss S.A.

Always something to learn Miles Dartford

Wicked ! E. Moore Woldingham

Great afternoon – the children were enthralled E. Moore Woldingham

Great to see small museum like this – keep it up Mosby London

Thank you for keeping history so alive and interesting Antman USA

Super, a real treasure Coates Oxted
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enQUiries anD arChiVes

The office is buzzing with activity every 
Thursday afternoon these days. Lyn has 
been joined by Barbara Hale and together 
they can be found searching the archives 
for information for the many enquiries we 
are getting. Jonathan Penny is still busy 
going through all Barbara Penman’s very 
interesting papers and sorting them into 
categories so they can be used more easily. 
They were joined by four more boxes of her 
work this summer donated by her husband 
Anthony. 

DOES ANYONE RECOGNIZE ………? 

We have an enquiry from Northern Ireland 
regarding this picture by an E. Hopper. He 
writes “I am researching a painting signed 
E. Hopper and dated 1911. Topographical 
and art experts have advised me that the 
painting was of an actual scene of an inn 
or alehouse in the South-East of England. 
I would be interested to know if an inn 
existed with a name known as the Nest 
and the owners name Jack Hartmann who 
may have lived in the Edenbridge district. 
The words chorley and skylark have been 
associated with the painting, would these 
words have had any significance among the 
local population?’’

In a later letter the writer says he believes 
the work to be that of the American painter 

Edward Hopper but personally I have my 
doubts. I went to an exhibition of his work 
in London recently and have a book of 
some of the paintings. None of the pictures 
are signed E. always Edward and the 
lettering is different. The painting style is 
totally different too. Two local people have 
suggested the location might be Moat Farm 
on Itchingwood Common. The present day 
look of this property does not match the 
picture however. I have not been able to do 
any more research to date other than drive 
past it. The search continues. If anyone can 
help or would like to see the whole of the 
correspondence do please get in touch.

Coincidentally

 I have been asked if anyone can identify 
this barn which is believed to be in the 
vicinity of Dairy Lane near Crockham 
Hill. Helen Allingham, the famous painter 
of country cottages is believed to have 
stayed in the farm opposite. Annabelle 
Watts who has produced a beautiful book of 
photographs of buildings painted by Helen 
Allingham would very much like to be able 
to find it. 

Pic reproduced by permission of John McGahey
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And finally...
Does any one recognize this house? 

Tim Stacey thought this was his 
grandparents house which was called 
‘Overwood’ and was located at the junction 
of Stangrove Road and Crouch House 
Road. However he found ‘Overwood’ and 
it does not match this building. Maybe his 
grandfather moved from the one in the 
picture to the one in Stangrove Road. But 
when and where was it? The newspaper 
cutting (top right) might jog a memory.  
Please get in touch if you can help
01732 868102 or curator@evmt.org.uk

CHRISTMAS WISHES

Memories of  a childhood Christmas in the 
1930s from Brenda Hillman

When we were little we used to write letters 
to Santa in the days before Christmas.  
Usually after our parents had read them, 
they were “sent up the chimney” but one 
survived and came to light again amongst 
my mothers’ effects.

During the 1930s Cheal’s Dairy (which was 
on the corner of Stangrove Road where the 
Undertakers is now) used to stock a limited 
selection of toys and I remember pressing 
my nose against the shop window on my 
way home from school. The toy sweet shop 
I had requested from Santa had small jars of 

mini sweets, a set of scales made from 
pressed tin and a scoop.  It was a real object 
of desire to a 5 year old and I was delighted 
to find it among my Christmas presents. 

I remember another present which found 
its way from Cheal’s shop window into my 
Christmas stocking was a “telephone”. This 
was a wall-mounted model and consisted of 
a board on which was mounted a circular 
dial which rang a bell when you  turned it. 
There was a shallow metal cup on the board 
to speak into and a large thimble shaped 
piece of wood on a length of card which 
one took off its hook as an earpiece.  

It seems very basic seen from the 
technological times, but as far as the 
five-year-old-me was concerned it was a 
telephone.  

Pic from Stacey Family
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mUseUm shop

New stock of our popular range of jams and 
chutneys are in stock for Christmas.

The Edenbridge and District History 
Society’s publication ‘Villages in the 
Edenbridge District’ has been reprinted and 
is now available price £3.75. 

We have copies of the Hospital League of 
Friends ‘Cooking for Friends’ available. All 
profits go to the hospital.

There is a new range of Heritage Games 
on sale. Great stocking fillers for those last 
minute gaps!
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A Guided tour of Edenbridge High Street, 
including parts of Lingfield Road and Church Street. 

Whilst searching the archives for further material to take with an outreach exhibition I found 
Alan Dell’s description of the High Street in 1980. Many changes have taken place in the 26 
years since it was written, not least the approach from the Leisure Centre up Station Road. 

Pic1 shows members of 
the parade getting ready 
in Stangrove Park on the 
museum’s opening day. 
The Shepherdess is Barbara 
Penman.  The trees and 
hedging in the background 
no longer exist as this is 
where the new road now 
joins Station Road.

Pic 2 shows how the view 
looking up the road towards 
the High Street has changed 
since the new road was 
built. Also taken the day the 
museum opened in 2000.

photo: David Higgs

photo: David Higgs
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a walk Down 
eDenBriDGe hiGh 
street in 1980 
By Alan Dell

Reproduced from Aspects of Edenbridge 
No1 by kind permission of  Alan Dell and 
the EDHS

If you have an hour to spare and would like 
to know a little more about the town you 
are visiting or in which you have made your 
home, then make your way to the junction 
of the Main Road, and the approach to 
Edenbridge Town Station.

Start the Tour by standing outside the 
‘Ennia Building’ facing Stangrove Road.

First a little background – You are standing 
on the line of the minor Roman Road from 
London to Lewes which later became the 
New Cross – Eastbourne Turnpike. To your 
right, looking towards the railway bridge, 
is an entrance to Stangrove Park. The name 
Stangrove is a family name applied to the 
Manor which encompasses much of the 
Parish of Edenbridge.  Stangrove House, 
which was in the park, was not the Manor 
House.  For some odd reason the Manor 
House was known as The Cottage or The 
Poplars during the 19th century.

The Main Road at this point disclosed 

some evidence of the Roman Road when 
a new gas main was laid a few years ago. 
However, traffic from the Iron Workings 
south of Edenbridge, and later timber 
traffic, has destroyed any evidence at the 
point where you are standing.  In fact, the 
height of the bank to your right was the 
level on both sides of the road and the bank 
opposite was known locally as Cheal’s 
Bank before it was reduced to its present 
level. 

Edenbridge Town Station was opened 
in 1880 and was part of the London 
– Brighton and South Coast Railway.  
Pre-Beeching, the line was open beyond 
Uckfield to Eastbourne.

Imagine that you are standing here in 
the mid 19th century.  Opposite stood 
Stangrove Academy for Boys, a residential 
school with its grounds extending to the 
southwest across what are currently the 
Roman Catholic allotments.  Charles Hoare, 
who founded the school, was married 
to the sister of John Timbs, the author.  
Behind you was the headmaster’s house, 
Grange Villa, in which he lived.  A more 
recent occupant of Grange Villa was Dr 
Newington.

Stangrove Road was not built until the early 
1900’s.  Joshua Allder, the Croydon Draper, 
married a local girl and was responsible for 
the road’s development.  The Estate Agent’s 
office on the corner was formerly Cheal’s 
Dairy.  Its owners were permitted to display 
a china swan and ferns in the side window.  
(1) After milking in the dairy yard, the lead 
cow was directed northwards towards Four 
Elms Road and Heads Farm which lay to 
the east of the railway.  Traffic conditions 
were different then!

Continue walking on this side of the road 
towards the town itself.  On your right is 
Mount Pleasant, a row of cottages built 
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about 1840.  One was occupied by Miss 
Elizabeth Stanford, who ran a Dame 
School, her brother being a master at 
Stangrove Academy.  Their father was 
the town’s miller.  Another cottage was 
occupied by a newsvendor.

The building on your left (Fox and 
Manwaring) was built by Goodwins and it 
is said that the lantern came from a garden 
in Cowden.  The Goodwins were builders 
who came to Edenbridge in the 1840’s 
and their accomplishments are evident in 
Edenbridge and Marlpit Hill.  

Enter the paved area within the School 
Grounds.  This gives a height to look at 
the buildings on the other side of the road.  
The pair of weather-boarded buildings are 
timber-framed and are known as Painters 
in the Manorial Rolls.  (1) There was a 
restrictive covenant on this property.

The building to their left is Barnhawe, 
which also appears on the Manorial Rolls.  
In the early part of the 19th century, it 
was owned by a Timber Merchant named 
Alexander and the open space between 
it and Painters was his yard.  Later in the 
19th century it became the home of the 
High Master of Manchester Free Grammar 
School.  He was a clergyman and the 
father in law of the Revd. Gore, Vicar of 
Edenbridge 1860 – 1903.  Afterwards and 
until the Catholic Emancipation Act, it 
was the Cottage Hospital.  Observe the 
complicated roof line not seen from the 
pavement.  This was the result of a facelift 
in the early 1800’s.  

The spot where you are now standing was 
once within the grounds of a house and 
walled area variously known as Chimneys 
or Falconers.  Its owners in the late 19th 
century, the De Horne Christy family, 
developed the Frant Field Estate to the east 
of the town, not far from where you are 

standing.  There was a large vinery on the 
property and the story is told of buckets 
of pigs’ blood being brought up the High 
Street from Knight’s the Butchers in the 
Square.
Proceed southwards now to stand outside 
Boots.  This was the site of a substantial 
timber-framed building known as The 
Windows.

The Job Centre to your right was built in 
1935 as the Gas Showrooms.
The Post Office opposite was built about the 
same time and the Town Band of the time 
used to play by the light of a gas lamp for 
the Saturday evening promenaders.  Shades 
of balmy evenings!  From the Post Office 
to the Ebenezer Chapel is an area formerly 
known as Cage Meadow.  It produces £1 
per annum for the Leigh Charity which 
commenced in 1720.

The position of the Cage was altered 
in 1886 to allow paving to continue on 
that side of the road.  It is likely that the 
Cage, a general Lock-up for wrongdoers, 
was similar to the one at Lingfield.  The 
Ebenezer Chapel was built in 1838 by John 
Tyler.

Now cross the road to stand outside the 
Chapel.  The buildings opposite are late 
19th century.  Note the inserted tiling on 
the face of the buildings for comparison 
later.  Note also that the left hand bay over 
the Fish Shop has been removed.  Return 
to the other side of the High Street to stand 
outside the International Stores.

Next to the Ebenezer Chapel is a weather 
boarded building (Saronda 1980).  For 
most of this century it had an additional 
storey and was used as a coachworks by 
the Woolger and Wallis families.  The next 
house appears, externally, to be circa 1850.  
Until 1972, the ground floor bay on the 
right was matched by one on the left.  It 
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was formerly Tingleys Sweet Shop.  It is 
possible that the house is of an earlier date 
and has been extended at the front, resulting 
in a shallow roof slope.

The obviously old building opposite is in 
fact two houses.  The one on the left has 
been dated 1550 and the one on the right a 
century later.  At one time in recent years, it 
housed The Orangery Tea Rooms.

At this point, I think it is worth 
remembering that until the mid 20th 
century, Edenbridge was quite a small 
village and the population of the Parish 
which was about one thousand at the start 
of the 19th century had increased by only 
about five hundred by the 1950’s.

Living conditions in what are now very 
well restored and renovated timber-framed 
buildings would have been very primitive 
before such legislation as the Public Health 
Acts.  The road outside would have been 
very muddy.
Now let us continue our walk down the 
High Street, passing Emiline Villas on 
our left (now Bentleys Shop and Barclays 
Bank).  In the early part of this century, 
these cottages had front gardens with low 
brick walls topped by iron railings.

Observe the footpath which leads to Frant 
Field and particularly the high wall.

On the right, the Co-op – could be a much 
earlier building than the mock Tudor 
suggests – possibly 17th century.  It is 
famous locally as being Dr Newington’s 
Surgery.

The entrance to the Market Yard, on the left 
next to the National Westminster Bank, is 
our next vantage point.  Walk into the area 
behind the bank and it is apparent that the 
market covered a considerable area.  The 
cottage on the southern boundary known 

as Church Cottage is not in fact within 
Church land.  At one time it was known as 
The Kings Head.  It is a mid 15th century 
building, evidently rebuilt about 1600.  Two 
Fairs a year were held here until for some 
reason they were abolished in 1880 by a 
payment from the Poor Rate.  No reason 
for this is given in the Vestry Minutes of the 
time.

Turning to face the High Street, observe 
the rear of the building to the south of the 
bank.  Alma House was apparently built 
in two stages and the north east corner is 
stepped in to allow for a footpath; its name 
commemorates a Crimean Battle in 1854.

Return now to the Market Yard entrance.  
The building on your right was occupied 
in the 19th century by the Norman family 
who ran the Post Office.  The father was 
a Rate Collector and a son was a Census 
Enumerator.  The family came from 
Newbold-on-Avon and were founder 
members of the Edenbridge Baptist Church.  
Until the 1944 Education Act, there was a 
‘Norman Bequest’ for educational purposes 
founded by the family.  Oddly enough, at 
that time the post for Edenbridge had to 
be collected from the Leicester Arms at 
Penshurst.

The White Horse is a typical example of 
an 18th century facing of a timber-framed 
building.  The building can be dated by the 
carved inscription over a fireplace on the 
first floor.  It has a pair of hand shears, the 
initials R S and the date 1574.  The land 
was owned by a member of the Holmden 
family whose daughter Joanne married a 
Master Rafe Shears in 1569.

The daily coach to Westerham started 
from here, returning in the evening after 
meeting the outbound London coach.  It is 
assumed that the connection at Westerham 
went to Croydon where passengers either 
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changed to go on to the Borough (District in 
London), or continued their journey in the 
same coach.

In the 19th century a girl named Inkpen 
lived there and may well have been 
connected with the Inkpen family who were 
coach proprietors in Croydon High Street.

The building at the corner of Lingfield 
Road, also known as Pound Lane or Haxted 
Road, is circa 1780 and in 1871 was known 
as Batts House.  Spencer Leigh, a carpenter 
and millwright, lived there and the family 
also had two lodgers, a lunatic and his 
keeper.  The rear of the building has a very 
interesting roof complex as we shall see 
later.

Cross the High Street by the zebra crossing 
and walk down Lingfield Road to the 
Pound.  You will pass the rather pleasant 
weather boarded cottages which have 
recently been restored and what was 
originally the British School, founded by an 
Inter-denominational group of local people 
in the 19th century.

From the Pound Green, observe the rear 
roofing of Batts House and the fairly new 
National Westminster Bank which in 1970 
replaced an Elizabethan building which had 
a cross wing.

The large houses to your right, one 
detached, the other two semi-detached, 
are interesting in that when built in the 
1860’s, a gap was left between them to 
avoid the water on its way from the spring 
in Stangrove Park to the Mill-stream.  One 
of the houses was occupied by William 
S Rose, a landscape artist, who exhibited 
frequently at the Royal Academy.

The row of cottages is known as Paradise 
and was built between 1860 – 1865.  It is 
possible that the name was given to the 

house formerly on the site, by the Vicar of 
Edenbridge.

The Pound was, until the 1930’s, a large 
triangular shaped pond.

Stangrove Manor itself stood a quarter of a 
mile to the north and was moated.  Traces 
of the moat can still be seen at the end of 
some gardens in the High Street.

Return to the High Street, turn south 
and stand outside Lloyds Bank.  Almost 
opposite is Alma House, now a Chinese 
Restaurant, and in the 1870’s a school for 
young ladies.  This was run by the same 
Elizabeth Stanford who had the Dame 
School at Mount Pleasant in 1851.  One of 
her boarders was a girl whose family lived 
within 100 yards of the school.

The greengrocer’s shop opposite conceals 
the fact that its right hand side is the 
end bay of a three-bayed timber-framed 
building, two bays of which are from the 
16th century and the other from the 15th 
century.  The building is on the line of the 
southern boundary of Market Yard, and was 
at one time The White Hart.

Edenbridge has always been well endowed 
with Inns and Public Houses.  In the mid-
19th century, so much acreage was used 
to grow hops that the population could 
not possibly have consumed the resulting 
quantities of beer despite the verse in the 
old Edenbridge poem:

 “It can’t be denied that they know 
how to brew,
 But their beer is unwholesome, they 
drink it so new;
 There are topers so many, so thirsty 
each fellow,
 ‘Tis guzzled so fast it ha’nt time to 
get mellow.”
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The Midland Bank is a well restored 16th 
century open hall house, which in the 19th 
century was a beer-house with a garden and 
wall, called The Half Moon.

The building in the lay-by was until 
circa 1960, the town’s cinema called 
The Negresco.  The seats in the balcony 
were a special favourite with what is now 
Edenbridge’s older generation.

Chevertons also known as Taylor House 
was built in 1468, the year that its owner, 
Sir William Taylour was Lord Mayor of 
London.  His arms are on the right of the 
doorway at the side of the building and 
those of the Grocers’ Company on the left.  
A building reflecting wealth and of a type 
unusual locally.  The ‘front’ of the building 
is at the back and leads one to speculate 
whether perhaps in Medieval times, the 
road divided either side of the building.  
Certainly the shape of the square lends 
some support to this idea.  It was known as 
The Griffin Inn in Henry VIII’s time.

Cross the road to examine the doorway and 
then look across the High Street at Church 
House and the Crown.  

Church House was built circa 1400, 
complete with a cross wing, a sign of 
wealth, and was previously Doggetts Farm 
House.  Here is another instance of a brick 
facade which conceals but protects the 
timber-framing.  There is an interesting 
Barn of a similar date in its courtyard.

The Crown was at one time called Fullers 
or Fullers Arms, being most likely taken 
from a surname rather than a process.  The 
centre of the building has been dated 1350 
and when complete would have been facing 
the river not the roadway.  Its early history 
is not known.

Exercising due care, walk past Chevertons 
and the part of the building which was 
occupied by a carrier in the 19th century.  
From the other side of the road it is possible 
to see the bricked-up entrance.

Proceed round the corner into Church 
Street.  The timber-framed building is of 
a type known as Wealden and is called the 
Priest House.  It unfortunately had one 
end pulled down some years ago.   Date of 
erection 1450 – 1500.  Its open hall was 
floored over about 1600.  

Next door is the Library which was 
previously the National School, being an 
1850’s renovation of the Parish’s Poor 
House.  The building on the side before that 
was called the Checker or Chequer Inn.

Standing outside the Library, observe the 
building opposite, of some three storeys 
and a basement; unusual in a small village.  
Can you see the join which indicates that it 
was built in two stages?  Is the glazed tiling 
recognisable?

Return now to the Square.  The open area 
was until 1968 occupied by a pair if not 
more of timber-framed buildings.  There 
was Edenbridge’s famous Tannery, its 
Chimney and smell have long gone!

Southdown House (now the Chocolate Box 
and Mad Follies extended and restored), 
was probably the Bull Inn whose owner 
lost his licence in the early 19th century for 
receiving.

Cross the High Street to stand in the 
Leathermarket.  Opposite there appears to 
be only one building.  It will, however, be 
apparent from an examination of the ridge 
that there are in fact two houses joined 
together.  That on the left is of the 15th 
century and was, during the 19th century, 
the fire station.  The horses were supplied 
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by Woolgers who also supplied the horses 
for the hearse and for flys.

The King and Queen is a concealed 
Wealden type of timber-framed building of 
16th century.    It probably takes its name 
from a Mr King who was a 19th century 
brewer with his Brew House in the yard 
behind.

In 1840, a room at the back of the King and 
Queen was in use as a Girls School.  Its 
owner was Spencer Leigh of Batts House.

There was a vinery in the yard in 1876 
and the main building now in the yard was 
used either for drying hops or flax.  Why 
such enormous stones were used in the 
construction of the north facing wall is a 
mystery.  

Honours Mill was owned in the 19th 
century by a member of the Stanford 
family whose seat was at Lingfield.  He 
was a founder Baptist and a perpetual thorn 
in the side of the Revd. Gore, Vicar of 
Edenbridge.

The earlier mill was on the north side of the 
mill-leat and its building is incorporated in 
the present Mill House.  The current non-
working mill was built about 1750 and had 
a grain storage floor added at the turn of 
the 19th century.  It was last in operation 
in 1968.  Remedial and restoration work 
is being carried out by a small group of 
enthusiasts.

Walk southward towards the Bridge on the 
west side.  The Bridge and its Trustees are 
Edenbridge’s history back into dim and 
distant times.  The present bridge of a single 
span replaced an earlier one of multiple 
span, in 1831.  It is constructed of local 
stone.

Cross the bridge and observe the visible 

timber-framing of the Old House at Home.  
It became a public house in the 1870’s.  
Visitors to the Public Bar will find a 
massive Dais Beam, indicating a house and 
cross wing of considerable size and wealth 
of which little is known.  

To its left is the Old Smithy, run by the 
Belton family until it closed in 1962.

Continue walking until you are opposite 
the building with the two ground floor bow 
windows.  This is Lintotts, the farmhouse to 
the farm of the same name which belonged, 
until the turn of the century, to the 
Streatfeild family, whose estates stretched 
from the family seat at Chiddingstone as 
far as the eastern side of Edenbridge High 
Street.  

The shop, Hendersons and the two cottages 
(Adam and Priory) are all timber-framed 
buildings of various dates which are 
difficult to detect externally.
Cross the road and stand opposite what 
appears to be a very Victorian building.  
Its core dates from 1600 and during its 
history has been in turn a private residence, 
the Queen’s Arms, the King’s Arms, the 
Vicarage and, more recently, the Old 
Vicarage.  It was the home of the father of 
the Revd. Gore when the family first came 
to Edenbridge in 1859 and subsequently his 
son’s from 1876 until the end of his career 
as Vicar of Edenbridge.

Proceed now to the corner of Hever Road, 
aptly named.  Its previous names were 
Ladridge Lane or Larderidge Lane, also 
Scutts Lane, after the area of land which 
encompasses the buildings on the corner, 
one of which has a visible mullioned 
window.

That is the end of the Tour, which I hope 
has given you some food for thought and 
added to your knowledge of the Town.
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From the seCretary

AGM  
There was a very pleasing turn-out at 
our 10th AGM – so thank you all for 
your support.   Our Chairman, Alan 
Smith,  reported on the main changes and 
innovations which had been implemented 
during the year such as the rationalization 
of opening times, which mean we are now 
open from Wednesday through till Sunday 
during the main tourist season;  the new full 
colour publicity leaflet and the illustrated 
newsletter now aimed at the general reader.   
He also outlined the plans for future 
exhibitions commenting that if we can 
increase our visitor numbers we can share 
the pleasures of what we do with many 
more people.  Alan concluded by saying the 
museum would consider any ideas which 
further the study of the history of the Eden 
Valley and its surroundings, particularly if 
there is a prospect of funding support.

Executive  
We are pleased to welcome Debbie James 
from Chiddingstone to the Executive as 
the representative for the Parish Councils 
of Hever, Chiddingstone and Cowden.   
However, there are still two elected 
vacancies so we will be very happy to co-
opt anyone interested in joining us.   Most 
of all we need an editor for the newsletter 
and someone willing to apply on our 
behalf for the cash handouts available 
from the government and other grant 
making charities - neither of these need be 
Executive posts.  

We once again have a Curatorial Adviser, 
which will invaluable when we re-apply 
for our accreditation.   Dr Ian Beavis, the 
Curator of the Tunbridge Wells Museum, 
has generously agreed to take on the 
position.   

 Finally we are delighted to report that 
our first Curator and Curatorial Adviser, 
Elizabeth Amias, had a son on 7th 
September, William Charles John.  Warm 
congratulations to Elizabeth and Elliott.

Michaelmas Fair
Michaelmas daisies on the main gate 
greeted visitors to the fund raising 
Michaelmas Fair organized by Anna Griffin 
on the Saturday of Heritage weekend.  
A variety of stalls were laid out in the 
Courtyard and coffees and lunches served 
in Rickards Hall by Richard and Julie 
Johnson.  Thanks to the many helpers on 
the day and our loyal supporters we raised 
£530.

Markbeech Village Visit
The pig, which lives in the corner of the 
garden at Falconhurst, must have been 
quite surprised to have had so many visitors 
during the evening of September 3rd when 
65 museum members and friends enjoyed 
seeing the gardens at Falconhurst and 
Edells before hearing Tim Boyle’s talk at 
Mark Beech Village Hall.

Most people began by exploring 
Falconhurst and then made their way to 
Edells, either across the fields or by car.  At 
Falconhurst the advantages of gardening on 
a large scale were evident in the size and 
variety of the plants which could be viewed 
from various vantage points.  The views 
across the surrounding countryside made it 
difficult to leave the terrace above the pool.

Those who followed the field path to 
Edells were able to see the Old Farm, Hole 
Cottage and the railway tunnel which was 
the scene of the riots.   At Edells there were 
many interesting corners to explore and 
numerous plants to admire.

Early comers were able to buy bags of 
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plums and everyone was glad of the chance 
to sit and enjoy the surroundings while 
being supplied with refreshments.   On their 
return to the village hall a glass of wine 
and canapés, supplied by members, were 
enjoyed before the evening talk by Tim, 
the author of  ‘Markbeech, the Unknown 
Village’.

The garden walk, which was by courtesy of 
Mr & Mrs Charles Talbot and Mr and Mrs 
Alan Smith, made a healthy profit for the 
museum.  
(Brenda Hillman)

Members’ Outing

On a bright day in early October 33 
members and friends visited the historic 
market town of Faversham to take a 
guided walk through the streets and visit 
the museum at the Fleur de Lis Heritage 
Centre.    In Faversham it is easy to step 
back through the centuries, the well 
preserved buildings providing an open air 
gallery of architectural history and culture.  
It certainly has more than it’s fair share 
of unique features including the Chart 
Gunpowder Mills, the oldest 
of its kind in the world;  to the 
Creek, once England’s largest 
wool-exporting port.  Indeed 
“This is the oldest….” almost 
became a mantra for the tour.

The guided walks, starting 
from the Elizabethan Sun Inn, 
led us to the Market Square 
and past the Ship Inn, which 
was the main centre of the 
coaching trade in the 16th 
C.   John Wesley stayed at the 
Ship in 1743 and preached 
from the window overlooking 

the market square - only to be pelted with 
rotten tomatoes from below.  The weekly 
market, which is still held in and around the 
Guildhall, is the oldest surviving in Kent.  

Our guides pointed out the Tudorbethan 
cinema, one of only two surviving in 
Britain, and Shepherd Neame, the oldest 
brewery in the country.  A wander down 
Abbey Street, which is reckoned to be the 
finest medieval street in the South East, led 
past Arden’s House.  Here Thomas Arden 
was murdered at the instigation of his wife, 
the tale being immortalized in the play 
‘Arden of Faversham’, which may well 
have been written by Shakespeare (who is 
known to have acted in the town and been 
a frequent visitor),  Marlowe (who was 
born and brought up nearby) or possibly 
a collaboration between the two.  Our 
final destination was the old Elizabethan 
Grammar School, later a Masonic lodge, 
which has been used by freemasons since 
1887 and is believed to be one of the oldest 
buildings in the country to be used as a 
Masonic Hall.

Listening to the guide in the Ship Inn passage. 
photo: G. Bateman
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Faversham Museum, like our Eden 
Valley Museum, is a registered charity.   
The entrance is shared with the Tourist 
Information Centre and manned jointly by 
volunteers.  A valuable source of income 
is the well stocked shop and an adjoining 
second-hand book shop filled with books 
donated by members and friends.

The museum displays reflected the history 
of the town and area from the Iron Age to 
the 20thC, with artifacts as diverse as the 
doorway of the house where James ll was 
held captive in 1688 to a display on the 
unusual early 20th century East Kent sport 
of Goal Running, a form of barefoot tag.   
This was still very popular in the 1950’s 
when the gate at one of the inter-village 
matches was reported as 3,000!  

We all found it a very enlightening visit 
- though somewhat humbling when one 
reflects on the wealth of historical interest 
to be found in such a small town.   By 
opening up the trip to friends we were able 
to make a small profit on the day, and this 
was supplemented by a reduction on the 
cost of the coach - which had the temerity 
to break down on the exit road from the 
M20 delaying our return by an hour.  

Arden’s House, Abbey Street
photo: G. Bateman

Left: The Elizabethan Grammar School
photo: G. Bateman

Viewing the buildings in Abbey Street
photo: H. Jackman
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FUtUre proGramme

SPORTS EXHIBITION & EVENTS 
ART EXHIBITION & COMPETITION 
2006/7 - Going For Gold in 2012

The subject for the Art Exhibition and 
Competition for 2007 will be sport. 
Photographs have already started coming in 
together with offers of objects for display. If 
anyone has any connection with local sports 
clubs and associations please start spreading 
the word so that we get stories, histories, 
facts, pictures and objects for display.

THE GREAT STORM OF 1987
2007 Exhibition

October 2007 is a great excuse for a 20 
year commemorative exhibition about the 
hurricane and all the terrible weather that 
year which includes the heavy snowfall in 
January when milk and bread was flown 
into Edenbridge by helicopter and the 
flooding that occurred locally the week 
before the winds came. Please look in your 
photograph albums and scrapbooks. We 
need stories and pictures. Does anyone have 
some film of the event?

LOCAL SCHOOLS PAST & PRESENT 
2008 Exhibition

This will be the subject for a big exhibition 
in 2008. Local participation will again 
be needed for the supply of information, 
objects and  pictures. New members in the 
Research Group will enable us to take a 
more academic approach to the subject this 
time. This venture will involve the town and 
all the surrounding villages in our collecting 
area. 

©C. Constantin / TopFoto

Whit Monday Sports   c.1934                   P2002.320
Centre:   Horace Istead – winner of the 7 mile road race.

Bare knuckle fighting in Edenbridge.
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THE GREAT MIGRATION 
2009 Exhibition

This is the great migration into Edenbridge 
that began in the late 1950s with the 
building of the Stangrove Estate and ten 
years later the Spitals Cross Estate and 
followed on by all the new buildings in the 
last 20 years.  In 2009 it will be 40 years 
since the first people moved into Spittals. 
What are their stories?  What was there 
before their houses were built? Where did 
the new streets get their names. We hope 
this will be an all inclusive community wide 
venture for the inhabitants of Edenbridge 
with added events other than just an 
exhibition at the museum. What a pity we 
do not still have our secondary school.

“Much housing to the west of the 
High Street, all of it suburban 
in character except the L.C.C’s 
Stangrove Park Estate, 1959-
1961 by the L.C.C Architects’s 
Department under Hubert Bennett, 
where the long rows of two-story 
cottages, wholly weatherboarded 
or wholly tile-hung, perfectly catch 
the Home Counties small-town 
feel.”
From Pevesner - The Buildings of 
England, West Kent and the Weald.

1970’s - Children on bikes in Spitals Cross Estate - Edenbridge.
©H. Chapman / TopFoto
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Eden Valley Museum Committee

VOLUNTEER POSTS NEEDED

SHOP MANAGER

The post of shop manager is still vacant. 
Members of the Curatorial Sub-committee 
have been keeping the shop stocked but 
it would be much better to have just one 
person in charge, or a duo. It involves 
ordering or developing new lines, stock 
taking and display. 

ROTA ORGANIZER

Special thanks are due to Maureen 
Burdock for being Rota Organizer this 
year. 
This job is of vital importance, making 
sure there are Museum Assistants on 
duty for all the shifts. We do not ask you 
to commit beyond one year. You need to 
be happy telephoning people. We have 
a wonderfully obliging team who bend 
over backwards to be helpful. Help for 
this task by February would be gratefully 
appreciated. 

Our Wonderful Gold Star Volunteers
Cheryl Bell - Executive & Curatiorial Com. Education, Children’s Activities 
Gary Bradford - Museum Ass., Outreach, Research Group
Sylvia Bowen - Museum Ass., Shop display.
Maureen Burdock - Museum Ass.
Jenny Chettle - Museum Ass., Secretarial help
Stephen Coates - Research Group., Museum Ass.
Ken Cooper - Museum maintenance, Research Grp., Exhibition building
Sue Cottee - Research Grp.
Ken & Ann Cox - Museum Ass., Artwork, Children’s Actv.
Pat Crocker - Membership Secretary
Cad Cust - IT consultant and maintenance
Jean Cust - Internet Publicity 
Karen Dawe - Museum Ass., Housekeeping
Pat Evemy - Museum Ass.
Don & P Garman - Museum Ass.
Phyllis Grainger - Museum Ass.
Anna Griffin - Chair Curatorial Com. Museum Ass. Catering
Barbara Hale - Exec Com., First Aid, Museum Ass. Research Group
Rosemary Harrison - Museum Ass.
Una Higgs - Museum Ass.
Brenda Hillman - Exec Com., Museum Ass. Research & Cataloguing Group
Sandy Hopper - Museum Ass., Secretarial help
Helen Jackman - Sec.to Exe., Curatorial Com., Cataloguing Grp. Ldr. 
Julie Johnson - Exec.Com ., Research Grp., Museum Ass., Cashier, Catering
Gill Lambert - Museum Ass.
Liz Lavigne - Museum Ass., Children’s Act., 
Alan Layland - Electrical maintenance 
Lyn Layland - Enquiries & Research 
Dennis Leigh - Maintenance and exhibition building 
Fiona Lewis - Cataloguing grp. 
Peter Lewis - Museum Ass., Publicity distribution, Curatorial Com.
Janet Lewis  - Museum Ass., Publicity distribution, Cataloguing Grp.
Rosemary Millen - Office administration assistant
Louise Miller - Research Group
Betty Milsted - Museum Ass., Research Grp., Cataloguing Grp. Children’s Art
Peggy Nicholson - Museum Ass.
Vivienne Noble - Museum Ass., Publicity Parish Magazines
Bob Orridge - Museum maintenance, Research Grp., Exhibition building
Jonathan Penny - Archiving 
Derek & E Richmond - Museum Ass.
Stuart Saunders - Museum Ass., Cataloguing Grp., Research Grp. Webmaster
Brenda Saunders - Museum Ass. Cataloguing Grp.
Cyril Skinner - Museum Ass.
Janet Slack - Museum Ass.
Sheila Summers-Asquez - Museum Ass., Research Grp., Coll. Management
Nancy Talbot - Museum Ass.
Margaret Tawse  - Museum Ass. Children’s Activities
Pauline Whiteman - Museum Ass.
Kay Wilson - Museum Ass., Research Grp.

JOB VACANCY with Honorarium attached

In 2007 the search will be on to find an 
Administrator/Assistant to the Hon. Curator. We 
will be drawing up a job description and advertising 
the post in the New Year. We will be looking for 
someone who can share the daily duties of running 
the building in order to leave more time for the 
Hon. Curator to devote to exhibitions and displays. 
If anyone knows anyone who might be interested 
please ask them to contact the museum office. 


