Museum News
Help to keep admission free
Issue Number 22

£1.50

www.evmt.org.uk
April 2008

The Eden Valley Museum – everywhere has a story to tell

DIARY DATES
High Street History and
The Mill Leat Hoard

Eden Valley Museum Trust AGM
27 May at 8pm in Bridges.

1 February – 4 May 2008

A Tudor Drama
19 March – 14 September 2008

‘Schooldays’ Exhibition
4 June - 20 December 2008

‘Our River and the Floods of
1958 and 1968’
Late September - 20th December 2008

Children’s activities 2008 include:
29 May - Decoupage Art
30 October - Halloween Glass Painting

Stonewall Park
11 May - Garden Walkabout and
Ploughman’s Lunch
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Theatre Event
9 August - A Courtyard Arts / Theatre
Event is planned

Heritage Open Days
11–14 September and we will be joining in
with the Michaelmas Fayre on Saturday 13
September.

Art Exhibition & Competition 2009
The subject for the Art Exhibition and
Competition in Spring 2009 will be ‘My
Home’. So please help to spread the word
and start playing with ideas of your own,
any medium including photographic.
Front cover picture: A portrait of Anne Boleyn in Hever Castle
by an unknown artist. Photograph courtesy of TopFoto
Below: ‘Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn Observed by Queen
Catherine’ by English painter, Marcus Stone (1840-1921)
Photograph courtesy of TopFoto

A TUDOR WOMAN
BORN 500 YEARS AGO
THE LIFE OF ANNE BOLEYN
AND HER CONNECTION WITH
HEVER CASTLE IN KENT

“The Tudor era really belongs to its women.
No other period of English history has
produced so many notable and interesting
women and in no other period have they
so powerfully inﬂuenced the course of
political events. They provide a dazzling
variety of personalities and even the greatest
of them suffered the universal legal and
physiological disabilities of womanhood
– some survived them, some triumphed over
them and some went under.” So says Alison
Plowden in her book “Tudor Women”.
The Tudor period has long fascinated and
interested me. Living so close to Hever as I
do, seemed the perfect opportunity to study
the life of a local lady, who not only became
Queen of England, but was married to a
most unusual man. To have had six wives
is an achievement for any man, even today,
but unique for English kings, especially as
the last ﬁve were in the last fourteen years
of his life. Anne Boleyn reigned only for
three years from Coronation to death, but
retained the king’s love for some nine years
prior to her marriage, in an extraordinary
and complex relationship.
Many historians have written about her
but have any come close to the truth? Was
this “Dark Lady” of the mysterious Henry
VIII guilty of bewitching him or was he
just using her as a manipulative tool to get
what he wanted? Henry shook the very
foundations of his kingdom for Anne and
then discarded her. The life of Anne Boleyn
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by Cheryl Bell a module on Women in Kentish History,
year 3 of a degree course at the University
of Kent at Canterbury

16th Century sketch of Anne Boleyn by Holbein

has made a fascinating study and given me
the desire to delve into the lives of his other
wives in much greater depth. The potential
to continue is far reaching and surely this is
what the study of history is all about?
Descending down Crockham Hill from
Oxted on the Roman road to Edenbridge,
the spire of St. Peter’s Church, Hever, can
be seen in the far distance. The parish of
Hever stretched to the north and south and
include the villages of Mark Beech, How
Green, Four Elms and part of Bough Beech.
It is a typical parish of the Jutish-Saxon
period, where people lived not in a close
community, but in scattered farms.
Hever Castle is to be found about 1½ miles
from Edenbridge, standing in the beautiful
Kent countryside. Most of the parish was
owned in 1274 by Sir Ralph De Heure and
stayed in the family until William De Hever
inherited the Manor and Farm of Brocas
in which Hever Castle stood. It is thought
the oldest part of the castle was built in
about 1270 and was basically a stronghold,
consisting of a huge Gatehouse and a walled
Bailey, surrounded by a moat, over which
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stood a wooden drawbridge. Its function at
this time was most probably to provide Sir
William with a luxurious hunting lodge.
When William died, the estate was divided
between his two daughters Margaret and
Joan. The eldest daughter Joan married
Reginald Cobham, a younger son of
the Colshams of Cobham, Kent and she
inherited the castle and what is now called
Cobham Manor. The youngest daughter
married Sir Oliver Brocas and inherited
Brocas Manor. Eventually, the Hever
Estates were purchased by Sir John De
Cobham in 1384, who obtained a licence
to crenellate it. His square house, built
of sandstone, stood within a moat. The
Scope family purchased the estates on
Sir John’s death and they were eventually
sold to Sir Geoffrey Boleyn in 1462. He
was a Norfolk man, who had made much
money as a merchant and who became Lord
Mayor of London in 1459. The lands stayed
in the Boleyn family until Sir Thomas,
father of Anne, died two years after his
daughter’s execution. In 1539 Henry VIII
took possession of Hever Brocas, Hever
Cobham and the castle and granted them to
his fourth wife, Anne of Cleves. She lived
in Hever Castle for seventeen years until she

Thomas Boleyn, Earl of Wiltshire, Anne Boleyn’s father.
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died and once more the estates reverted to
the Crown.
When Sir Thomas inherited Hever Castle
about 1506, he added a comfortable Tudor
dwelling house inside the protective wall.
He made alterations and additions and
although it was remote, it was an elegant,
unique, self-contained and unpretentious
home, surrounded by water, yew hedges,
deer forest and the river Eden. Despite the
fact that Sir Thomas was an important,
ambitious ﬁgure in the household of Henry
VIII and his daughter became Queen, Hever
Castle remained a modest medieval home
and never changed into a ﬁne mansion, as
did Penshurst or Knole.
Penshurst, like Hever, was built in the early
13th Century and is tucked away in quiet
countryside near the river Eden. It was
owned by a Lord Mayor of London, Sir John
De Pulteney, but unlike Hever, it has hardly
altered since it was built as a magniﬁcent,
palatial country house. Knole was built
in the mid 15th century by Thomas
Bourchier, Archbishop of Canterbury, as a
country palace for himself and successive
archbishops. Henry VIII coveted it in 1538
from Archbishop Cranmer because he liked
it and in 1566 Queen Elizabeth gave Knole
to the Sackville family. Unlike Hever it
has 365 rooms, 7 courtyards, 52 staircases
and 12 entrances, and looks much the same
today as it did in the 16th century.
The Castle and lands of Hever were sold
to the Waldegrave family and then passed
to Sir William Humfrey Bart in 1715. In
1745 Timothy Waldo owned the castle
and 13,000 acres. The Castle Estate was
purchased in a very dilapidated state in 1903
by the American born millionaire, William
Waldorf Astor. Without damaging the
medieval exterior, William and his architect
Frank Loughborough Pearson, repaired
and renovated the Castle, altered the course
of the river Eden and created the lake and
gardens. He spent much money on this
restoration and gave new life to a neglected
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Hever Castle

but noble Kent residence. He even built
a Tudor Village, which stands behind
the Castle, so adding accommodation,
but not altering the castle in any way. Its
characteristic gold and grey sandstone was
quarried from the same seams at Ide Hill;
a few miles from Hever that produced the
stone to build the original castle 600 years
before. The Scots Pines one sees today
were carted off from the Ashdown Forest,
to be replanted in the grounds of the newly
restored castle.
Successive Astors looked after Hever Castle
and its estate of 3,500 acres, until it was
sold in 1983 to Broadland Properties Ltd, a
Yorkshire-based company. It looks today
much the same externally, with its huge
sandstone rectangular Gatehouse, with its
gabled roofs and small latticed windows.
This is the manor house that Anne Boleyn
would have known, with its small rooms,
Long Gallery, Council Chambers and
private and informal Banqueting Hall,
served by an indoor staff of ﬁfty. The tall,
brick 16th century stacks still stand, but all
the timbers were renewed in 1903. There
are some features inside the Castle, which
date back to the 16th century such as the

Entrance Hall, containing the original front
door and the Inner Hall, which was the
Great Kitchen in Tudor times. The Dining
Hall was the original Great Hall of the
Boleyn’s time, but the panelling, carved
Minstrel’s Gallery and ﬁreplace, are all part
of the 1903 reconstruction. If one climbs
up the stone spiral staircase to the ﬁrst ﬂoor,
one reaches the bedroom Anne occupied
as a child. It is a small panelled room with
an unusual half-domed ceiling and from
here, one enters the Anne Boleyn’s Books
of Hours Room. It houses three of the only
objects in the castle that were in Anne’s
possession during her lifetime. One is a
coif and headpiece, she worked herself. The
other two are rare prayer books, illuminated
and inscribed and signed by Anne. The
Staircase Gallery built for Sir Thomas in
1506, gives access to the Long Gallery and
here the panelling is original, as are the
gables put in to light it. This Long Gallery
on the second ﬂoor, runs the full width
of the Castle and was constructed by the
Boleyn family. It was an essential part of
any Tudor house and was used for social
gatherings and exercise. It is possible Henry
VIII held court in the raised alcove at the
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The Other Boleyn Girl, sisters Mary (Scarlett Johansson, left)
and Anne Boleyn (Natalie Portman, right)

far end, when paying a visit to Anne.
It was to Hever that Anne was brought
to live with her older sister Mary and
younger brother George. They were the
only surviving children of the marriage
between Thomas Boleyn and Elizabeth
Howard, eldest daughter of the Duke of
Norfolk. This wealthy and successful
couple spent time on their country estates
at Hever and Blickling Hall in Norfolk,
where all the children were born. Elizabeth
died in 1512 and her husband, who had now
become a Gentleman of the Bedchamber
to Henry VIII, moved the family to Hever
and married a local lady whose name and
origin have not survived. She had little to
do with her stepchildren, but Sir Thomas
took a serious interest in his children’s
education. He wanted them to move in the
highest circles and to behave accordingly.
To be groomed for a good marriage, would
complement and further the family’s
connections, ﬁnancially and socially.
Anne remained at Hever until her teens,
cared for by tutors and governesses but,
pushed by her ambitious and domineering
father, she was no doubt a frequent visitor
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to court. By the age of 12 years,
she had received an elementary
education and her talents were
beginning to show in French,
music and ﬁeld sports.
Sir Thomas now took Anne
to Brussels, to the Court of
Archduchess Margaret, where
she learnt to conduct herself in
the more sophisticated courts
of Northern Europe. In 1514
she transferred to the Court of
Henry’s sister Mary who had
married Louis XII. When Mary
returned to England on Louis’
death, Anne stayed in France,
attending to the new French
Queen Claude for the next
seven years. Anne was taught
to be virtuous, dutiful and grateful, but her
strong-mindedness and intelligence were
beginning to be apparent to those around
her.
When Anglo-French relations ceased in
1522 and war loomed, English nationals
returned and Sir Thomas as Ambassador in
France, returned to Hever. Anne followed
and was soon accepted in Queen Catherine’s
household as a maid-of-honour, her chief
function being to decorate the Court. Her
ﬁrst recorded appearance at Court was 1
March 1522, when she accompanied her
sister to a royal party.
Over the next four years, there is little
information on how Anne spent her life
at Court. The marriage her father had
proposed for her to James Butler, was
welcomed by Henry and Cardinal Wolsey.
The government needed to maintain
stability in tribal Ireland and marriage with
the anglo-Irish Butler family, seemed a
sensible idea. Of course Anne’s feelings
were not considered, as 16th century
women were taught to be subservient and
obedient. However, progress was slow and
Anne began a romantic relationship with
Henry, Lord Percy, who was completing his

education in Cardinal Wolsey’s household.
This match did not please Henry and
Wolsey was instructed to put an end to it.
Anne was banished to Hever in disgrace, but
spent her days bored, lovesick and furious.
It was around this time in 1526 that the
King ﬁxed his attentions on 25-year-old
Anne and began to make repeated visits to
Hever Castle. It is thought, Henry proposed
marriage to Anne in 1527 but Anne bravely
and ﬁrmly declined. She would not be his
mistress, as her sister Mary had been and
she could not be his wife. Catherine had
been his wife and Queen for 17 years. So
began Henry’s long struggle to have his
marriage to Catherine annulled.
Why was Anne different? Why did she
ﬁre the King’s admiration? There must
have been many attractive and educated
ladies at court. Anne was not beautiful,
but she was different, and certainly not
the stereotype of a woman in the 16th
century, demure and quiet. Tudor women
were generally pale skinned and fair
haired. Anne’s complexion was sallow,
almost olive skinned and her long hair
and almond shaped eyes were dark. She
was lively, sophisticated, accomplished,
charming, talkative and assertive. Anne
wanted fulﬁlment in a difﬁcult world, where
there were few opportunities for women.
She was aware of her own potential and
knew how to make the best of herself.
David Starkey in his book, “The Reign of
Henry VIII - Personalities and Politics”
writes – “Anne functioned like a man,
she handled power like a man … It was
Anne’s very unwomanishness that made
her so effective.” She certainly had enough
nerve to evade Henry for a long time and
his love letters bear witness to the fact.
Garrett Mattingly, in his book “Catherine of
Aragon”, states that “His mixtures of bribes,
threats and cajolery and frank confessions
of helpless longing – show Henry’s pursuit
of Anne had now turned into besotted
passion. He wasn’t used to being denied.”

Was Anne an adventuress; was she
motivated by envy and greed; or was
she a helpless victim of her nature and
environment? There is no doubt that she
acquired her ambitious nature from her
father at an early age. His forceful character
must have moulded and hardened her views
on life. Hester Chapman states in her book
“Anne Boleyn”, “He was totally indifferent
to his children’s happiness and morals. He
was cunning and ruthless and incapable of
affection. His children were the means by
which he would become ever richer and
more powerful. When they failed – he
would hate and work against them.”
When Henry began writing love letters
to Anne in the Spring of 1527, he was
taking the ﬁrst steps towards ending his
marriage with Catherine. The divorce
that was to follow would have far reaching
consequences and would be more important
than any English, foreign or domestic
politics for the next ten years. The lives
of every person in England would be
affected by the breach with Rome and the
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Henry VIII at Hever Castle in Kent

establishment of a national church. Henry
was adamant that he wanted a new wife and
he was prepared to go to any lengths to see
this happen, even if it meant that ancient
institutions were overthrown and many
would die. Alison Plowden writes, “Even
if it meant a dangerous isolation from the
main body of Christendom … an isolation
whose implications became increasingly
alarming as the Tudor Century unfolded.”
Henry was a strict Catholic and deeply
religious man, so it was natural that he
would look to God for help in solving his
marital dilemma. If Henry died without
a son to succeed him, his Plantagenet
cousins would lay claim to the throne and
the result would be anarchy. There must be
no recurrence of the York, Lancaster wars.
Henry believed God was displeased with
him because of his unlawful cohabitation
with Catherine. She had not produced
a male heir and according to a text in
the Book of Leviticus, if a man took his
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brother’s wife, they would remain unclean
and childless. Henry now seriously doubted
the validity of his marriage to his brother’s
widow. If Henry believed he had been
living in sin and the marriage was void, he
would still be a bachelor and feeling morally
uplifted, could marry again and produce an
heir. It is doubtful Henry had contemplated
divorce before he fell in love with Anne.
Now his emotions, conscience and desires
were joined together and he put in motion
his plans to rid himself of the Queen.
Divorce was unknown in the 16th century
and the bond of marriage indissoluble. But
if a contract could be proved null and void
from the ﬁrst day of matrimony on certain
grounds, an annulment could be applied
for, not an impossibility among the rich
and powerful. Had Henry and Catherine
been forced to marry without free consent?
Had either of them been pre-contracted
to marry another before witnesses? Had
either been proved impotent or mad prior to

forbade her marriage to Henry Percy. From
this point, Anne began to concentrate on her
career and to build a party of progressive
and anti-papalist people around her, as
Henry’s love for her deepened. Her position
depended entirely on his love, so it is
possible she became pregnant on purpose
to end the delay of divorce. She enjoyed
her new rank of Marquess of Pembroke,
as it gave her an independent income of
£1,000 a year and a title which would pass
to her heirs, safeguarding her future and
that of any child. She seemed unconcerned
that she had few faithful friends and had
“Become odious to all except those she
allured and entranced” (Alison Plowden).
The public believed Henry was bewitched
and misguided and Anne was a victim,
but it is difﬁcult to decide whether her
reputation as an unscrupulous, coarse and
evil woman as stated by historians, is really
accurate. Certainly she was outspoken and
by nature vindictive, motivated by envy and
greed. She was aware of her own potential
and desired fulﬁlment. She kept Henry at
bay for many years, because, like Catherine,
she would have all or nothing.
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marriage or taken a formal vow of chastity?
Were they related by blood or marriage
before the contract was drawn up and had
deliberately or unknowingly misrepresented
their social, ﬁnancial or marital status?
With these thoughts in mind, and his desire
to marry a woman 16 years younger than
himself, Henry ordered Wolsey to set up an
ofﬁcial examination into the validity of his
marriage.
By 1529, the legal battle had become bitter
and complicated. The Pope delayed and
Henry was growing impatient. Anne felt
insecure, as her status at court was one of
a future consort. This ménage à trois was
very difﬁcult for Henry but, when Anne
became pregnant in 1532, Henry wanted to
take immediate action against the Pope. He
now considered a new solution, believing he
did not need to acknowledge sovereignty to
Rome. Little did he think that the actions to
follow would lead to a religious revolution
in seven years’ time. One by one he severed
the judicial and economic ties between
England and Rome, and could now decide
on matters of divorce himself.
Although still legally married to Catherine,
Henry married Anne in secret in January
1533, with the support of his ministers and
Catherine was exiled from court. Despite
the fact that Catherine would not renounce
her title of Queen, Anne was crowned at the
end of May. Thomas Cranmer obediently
pronounced the king’s ﬁrst marriage was
invalid and there was no uprising or armed
intervention from abroad. The Pope
continued to declare Henry’s ﬁrst marriage
was valid in God’s eyes but it was now too
late for Catherine, her daughter Mary and
the Catholic Church in England.
What part had Anne played in the struggle
for divorce? Was she “The doomed creature
of a king’s avarice” as Hester Chapman
states? She was certainly long aware of
her own powers and was ambitious from an
early age. I believe her resilience hardened
as a result of Wolsey’s intervention which

Mary Boleyn
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It is probable that Anne
Boleyn would never have
been heard of if Catherine
had provided a male baby.
There would have been
no breach with Rome if
Catherine had given Henry
the divorce he wanted.
There would have been no
Reformation if Henry had
not fallen in love with Anne.
Would the Reformation still
have occurred even without
Anne as a catalyst? This
is doubtful, for Henry was
devout in his faith and
forceful as a king and for as
long as he lived, his church
kept most of the essentials
of Catholicism. It is certain
though, that the dissolution of
the monasteries was a direct
result of this divorce. Many
refused to recognise Henry as
Supreme Head of the Church
in 1536 and so their lands and
“Anne Boleyn in the Tower” by Edouard Cibot
wealth were taken away.
his lack of sons. Henry began to take an
When Anne’s daughter
interest in Jane Seymour, the daughter of a
Elizabeth was born in 1533, Anne was
Wiltshire knight but, while Catherine was
bitterly disappointed. She had failed to give
still alive, the annulment of his marriage
Henry the son he wanted and she could not
to Anne would have produced difﬁcult
forget that Henry was fond of his 17 year
questions about the validity of his marriage
old daughter Mary. This affection was
to Catherine. Any new marriage whilst
reciprocated, despite the fact that Mary
Catherine was still alive would not be seen
had acquired a new status and one which
favourably by Spain and Henry recognised
was inferior to Elizabeth. She was still
how important it was to remain friends with
the daughter of the King of England and
Charles who was so powerful.
cousin of the Emperor. Anne found herself
When Catherine died in January 1536,
in a potentially difﬁcult situation. Which
Anne was quick to realise that Henry
daughter was legitimate?
could now regard himself as a widower
By 1535 Henry was tiring of Anne. Her
and much of Europe would see this as true
repeated miscarriages produced great
and rightful. He could look for another
tension, no doubt caused by the strain she
Queen and discard Anne as he had done
found herself under. She had little support
Catherine. If Henry died before Anne could
from her relatives and was faced with a
produce a son, both she and her daughter
husband whose self-control was often
Elizabeth would be cast aside and Mary
lacking and who blamed her entirely for

accepted as Queen. A divorce would take
too long and Henry’s need for a son was
paramount. Cromwell worked fast to collect
the evidence he needed to accuse Anne
of adultery and conspiracy to bring about
the King’s death. She was brought to trial,
found guilty and executed in May 1536. Her
age at death is uncertain because her birth
was not recorded. Most historians believe
she was born in 1507 but all references in
Hever Castle say 1501. Yet I was unable to
verify this.
No-one will ever know whether Anne was
guilty or innocent of one or any of these
crimes. She was most certainly indiscreet
and her unseemly behaviour with courtiers
was witnessed by many at court. She
showed no signs of mental illness and
it is doubtful that she hatched plans to
kill Henry, as he was her only powerful
supporter. It is also doubtful that she could
have become the mistress of four men,
whilst having an incestuous relationship
with her brother, especially as she was
pregnant again at this time. She never
admitted to any offence and the evidence
against her was most probably false. She
could never be given the same opportunity
to retire to a convent as had Catherine, as
dismissal would have brought the king yet
another divorce and another ex-wife. She
had to be got rid of completely.
Hester Chapman quotes, “Anne knew she
had reached the end of the road that led
from the tranquil beauty of Hever Castle
to the low-built lodgings – known as the
Queen’s House – facing Tower Green within
the walls of the Tower of London. Nine
years of splendour, triumph, anger, notoriety
and despair were about to end as they had
begun, in a glare of publicity. It was not
her fault she had failed Henry. But, like all
his victims, she expected the punishment of
failure.”
It is ironical that two days before her
execution, Cranmer reached the incredible
conclusion that Anne’s marriage to Henry

was invalid because of his adultery with her
sister Mary. The marriage had been void
from the start.
Henry married for the third time only two
weeks later and Anne’s rise and fall became
a memory. There is no doubt, however, that
of all Henry’s queens, Anne was the most
conspicuous and of course was the mother
of the great Queen Elizabeth I.
“For her Henry had carried out the most
dramatic and far-reaching actions of his
whole reign. He had removed England
completely from the jurisdiction of the Pope,
created the Church of England with himself
at its head, suppressed the monasteries
and set the reformation in motion. And all
for the love of Anne Boleyn from Hever
Castle.” (Hever Guide Book)
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LETTER FROM ANNE BOLEYN
TO HENRY VIII

LETTER FROM HENRY VIII
TO ANNE BOLEYN

Sir – It belongs only to the august mind of
a great king to whom nature has given a
heart full of generosity towards the sex,
to repay by favours so extraordinary an
artless and short conversation with a girl.

My mistress and my friend – My heart and
I surrender themselves into your hands and
we supplicate to be commended to your
good graces, and that by absence your
affection may not be diminished to us. For
that would be to augment our pain, which
would be a great pity since absence gives
enough, and more than I ever thought could
be felt. This brings to my mind a fact in
astronomy, which is, that the further the
poles are from the sun, notwithstanding,
the more searching is the heat. Thus it is
with our love; absence has placed distance
between us, nevertheless, fervour increases,
at least on my part. I hope the same from
you, assuring you that in my case the
anguish of absence is so great that it would
EHLQWROHUDEOHZHUHLWQRWIRUWKH¿UP
hope I have of your indissoluble affection
towards me. In order to remind you of it,
and because I cannot in person be in your
presence, I send you the thing that comes
nearest that is possible – that is to say, my
picture, and the whole device, which you
already know of, set in Brackets, wishing
myself in their place when it pleases you.
This is the hand of

Inexhaustible as is the treasury of your
Majesty’s bounties, I pray you to consider
WKDWLWFDQQRWEHVXI¿FLHQWWR\RXU
generosity; for if you recompense so slight
a conversation by gifts so great, what will
you be able to do for those who are ready
to consecrate their entire obedience to
your desires? How great soever may be
the bounties I have received, the joy that
I feel in being loved by a king whom I
adore, and to whom I would with pleasure
PDNHDVDFUL¿FHRIP\KHDUWLIIRUWXQHKDG
rendered it worthy of being offered to him,
ZLOOHYHUEHLQ¿QLW\JUHDWHU
The warrant of maid of honour to the
Queen induces one to think that your
Majesty has some regard for me, since it
gives me the means of seeing you oftener,
and of assuring you, by my own lips (which
,VKDOOGRRQWKH¿UVWRSSRUWXQLW\ WKDW,DP
Your Majesty’s very obliged and
very obedient
Servant, without any
reserve,

ANNE BOLEYN
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Your servant and friend,

H.R.

ROBERT BAYLEY
Robert Bayley helped with the setting up of
the museum and was largely responsible for
producing the text for the permanent panels
that introduce the museum and explain
elements of our local history to the visitors
and for the supporting booklet. He donated
a set of 12 oil paintings of local scenes
to the collection. Last year we had them
photographed so that the digital images
could be used to produce notelets, postcards
and framed prints for sale in the shop.

Robert Bayley – a retrospective
Strange for a human ‘museum piece’ to be
asked to write a piece for a museum. But
this is what I have been called on to do and
I suppose 91 is about as late in life as one
can leave such an undertaking. But I must
take it as a compliment that my life-story is
thought worthy of a place in the Museum
newsletter. So here goes….
I was born in South London shortly before
the Battle of the Somme in 1916. Had our
house been hit by a bomb during a Zeppelin
raid I should have been spared this present
undertaking as my mother’s only defence on
those occasions was to dive with me under
the kitchen table. But we both survived,
I to provide the Eden Valley Museum
with several paintings of local scenes of
historical interest and minor contributions of
a literary nature.
Following the end of the Great War my
parents and I lived for some two years just
outside Paris and apparently, as a toddler, I
was more ﬂuent in French than English, but
I quickly forgot it on our return to England.
When I was 12 the family moved out from
South London to the country near Croydon.
My schooling thereafter was at Whitgift,
where my academic light shone dim, except
in the Art Room. A highlight of that period
was, however, participation in a ‘Public
Schools Empire Tour’ to New Zealand; six

weeks out, two months there, and six weeks
coming home.
My father, envisaging for me a career
in business, sent me to France for a few
months on leaving Whitgift, followed by
a year in Germany, to acquire proﬁciency
in the two languages. So I saw the latter
country in the heyday of Nazidom, and
didn’t like what I saw. Thereafter I spent
two years in Paris working in a British
business, memories of which are dimmer
than those of hockey, tennis and social life
based on the British sports club there. It
was in the middle of a tennis foursome
at the Club that on the ‘wireless’ I heard
Neville Chamberlain announce that Britain
was at war with Germany.
Having, in the Whitgift School Ofﬁcer’s
Training Corps, acquired some elementary
military skills I at once returned to England
to offer my services to the Army. These
being accepted I shortly found myself, as
Private Bayley, ordered to join the Machine
Gun Training Unit of the Manchester
Regiment. This was followed by four
arduous months at the Machine Gun Ofﬁcer
Cadet Training Unit at the end of which I
became a Second Lieutenant – and, the War
Ofﬁce having woken up to the fact that I
spoke ﬂuent French and German – I was
immediately switched to the Intelligence
Corps. I was posted to the Headquarters of
3rd Corps which I served, gradually rising
to Lieutenant and eventually to Captain,
for some three years, initially in England
and Northern Ireland. Then in 1942, HQ
3 Corps was shipped round via Cape Town
and Bombay, to end up in Iraq and for six
months in Persia. The latter country was
fascinating, especially because I acquired a
sufﬁcient knowledge of the language, Farsi,
to converse with its people.
At the end of the Persian episode I was
given the task of Convoy Commander for
the 4-day crossing of the Syrian Desert from
Baghdad to Beyrouth, leading 70 vehicles.
We arrived safely!
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Then followed several boring months in
the Intelligence departments of, initially,
Headquarters Middle East Forces in Cairo
and then of Allied Force Headquarters
in Algiers. My spell at the latter was
made more interesting by my becoming a
recipient of intelligence derived from Ultra,
the breaking of the highest level German
secret code.
In May 1944 I was promoted to Major and
ﬂown to Italy as the Senior Intelligence
Ofﬁcer of a force created on Churchill’s
orders to assist in all ways possible the
Yugoslav Partisans, whose activities were
tying down 10 German Divisions. Then
on one day in September I was among the
ﬁrst British troops to land on Greek soil,
and the same evening I ﬂew back to Italy
in an American DC3 alone in the darkened
passenger area with 20 German prisoners,
with a loaded revolver on my lap in case of
trouble. Fortunately there was none!

Nellie Hale at Somerden Farm 1905 by Robert Bayley

In February of the following year I was
suddenly ordered to ﬂy to Athens for
‘Special Duties’. These proved to be the
creation and direction of a new independent
Intelligence unit in Greek Macedonia. This
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fascinating task must have been considered
effectively discharged for in the following
summer in quick succession I found myself
Mentioned in Dispatches and appointed a
military MBE. And ﬁnally I was called to
Athens to assume, promoted to Lieutenant
Colonel, the post of senior British
Intelligence Ofﬁcer in Land Forces Greece.
In this capacity I had the unenviable task
on one occasion of personally brieﬁng Field
Marshal Montgomery, by then Chief of
the Imperial General Staff, on Intelligence
matters affecting Northern Greece. Soon
after this I was ﬂown to London as a
member of the British delegation to the
United Nations Security Council at which
the Russian Foreign Minister was expected
to attack British policy in Greece, and
where I was to support Ernest Bevin, his
British equivalent.
Meanwhile I had acquired a Greek wife
who, on my demobilization, accompanied
me back into civilian life in England and
subsequently, on my return to France in
the same business as before the war, but as
Manager.
A son was born to us soon after, but the
marriage, alas, eventually did not survive.
After a couple of years in Paris I returned
to the London ofﬁce, as Foreign Sales
Manager, though I lived in Eastbourne,
where my leisure time focused on hockey
in the winter and sailing in the summer. I
captained an Eastbourne team in the former
and became, in due course, Commodore of
the town’s sailing club. In the latter sport
I was fortunate enough to win many cups,
and in particular won a major trophy at the
National 12ft Dinghy Class Championship
Week at Scarborough in 1958. I also
enjoyed crewing in Ocean Racing.
Foreign business activities gave me
opportunities for skiing and solo- mountain
walking in Switzerland and Austria.
In 1959 I married Morwenna, whom many
Edenbridge folk will remember. We lived
in Oxted for some years with our two

Photograph courtesy of Champion Photographic

daughters but we later moved to Edenbridge.
Meanwhile I had changed jobs twice and
had eventually found satisfying employment
as a senior Administrative Ofﬁcer in the
Agricultural Training Board, a job which I
held until retirement age.
During the years of working and living in
London I had become a regular Evening
Class Art Student. Having experienced
some pretty poor tuition I felt I couldn’t do
worse myself so I persuaded Surrey County
Council to employ me in this capacity.
Indeed, I soon found myself conducting
day Art classes at several Adult centres
which continued to my, and my students’
satisfaction until the County Council
decided not to re-employ tutors who were
past retirement age. My students thought
otherwise and persuaded me to continue
my classes privately, which I did until after
my 90th birthday. During this time I was
a member of several Art Societies, and was
recently appointed Life-President of the
Oxted Art Group.

Chiddingstone Water Mill by Robert Bayley

I also found a most satisfying occupation as
a Volunteer Steward for the National Trust
at Chartwell, a duty which I have performed
for the past ﬁve years, and hope to continue,
despite my recent move to live with a
daughter in Tunbridge Wells.
My years in Edenbridge, had it not
been for the early death of my dear
Morwenna, would perhaps have been
among the happiest of my life. High in the
contributions to my happiness has been my
association with the Eden Valley Museum,
and with the Parish Church of St Peter and
St Paul where I was a frequent reader of the
Scriptures.
And that, perhaps, is a good note on which
to end this sketchy account of my life. I
write these concluding words on my 91st
birthday, fortunate in the affection of my
children and seven grandchildren, wishing
only that my dear Morwenna, over 20
years my junior, could have lived to share
whatever years remain for me.
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EVENTS REPORTS
Celebrity Coffee Morning

Photograph courtesy of Champion Photographic

We ‘kick started’ our 2007 season with
a coffee morning to celebrate the Sports
Exhibition with special local guest John
Surtees who talked to members of the public
and signed autographs for donations to our
fund raising. Mr Surtees kindly brought
his own photographs to sign so happy
visitors went away with a signed picture
and a hand shake from one of the country’s
most famous elder sportsmen. He has been
a supporter of the Museum Trust since its
inception and has loaned his trophy for the
1964 World Championship Grand Prix and
other items for the permanent display.
“John Surtees is truly unique in
motorsport. Riding for the celebrated
MV Augusta team, he won seven World
Championships between 1956 and 1960.”

John Surtees during the celebrity coffee morning.

CanAm Championship in the Lola T70 he
helped develop. He also designed, built and
raced his own Team Surtees single seaters
in F1, F2 and F5000.
During his remarkable racing career he won
290 of the 621 races he entered and claimed
a further 103 podium ﬁnishes, recording 48
fastest laps and 100 record laps along the
way.

Then - with nothing left to prove - he
made the transition from two wheels to
four, winning the Formula One World
Championship with Ferrari in 1964.
To this day his feat of winning World
Championships on two and four wheels
remains unparalleled.
The versatile racer - who also drove for
the Lotus, Cooper, Honda and BRM works
teams - was equally at home in sports cars,
winning the 1000km races at Nürburgring
and Monza for Ferrari as well as the 1966
Postcard gifted to the museum by Alan Dell.

Midsummer Garden Party at
Edenbridge House – June 2007

On the left, in 1954, what would become the works of John Surtees
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David and Mair Lloyd’s garden was looking
immaculate, the roses were in full bloom
– and it rained! Fortunately the covered
terrace and a few well placed umbrellas
meant our visitors could drink and chat
in comfort whilst those in wellies braved
the weather. Thanks to our usual band of
supporters who contributed the nibbles
and prizes for the rafﬂe, and our hosts who
donated all the income from the sale of
plants, we were pleasantly surprised to raise
£400.

Burns Night Dinner and Murder
Mystery Evening, 2008

CREATIVE KERBING

On arrival the guests
were cordially
greeted by ‘Mr.
John Farmer’, the
‘owner’ of Church
House, and offered
a welcoming drink.
We were then
ushered into
Rickards Hall, via
the licensed bar,
where the tables were suitably decorated for
a Burns Night Dinner.
Within minutes the haggis was marched in
and addressed in the traditional way with
the words of Robert Burns. Suitable music
was provided by a violin in the absence of
bagpipes.
Before and during dinner the full house was
introduced to the various characters taking
part in the Murder Mystery including the
owner of a local Edenbridge Bookshop, her
assistant, an American lady, local builder,
local farmer and a very dodgy man down
from the ‘smoke’ anxious to buy land in
Edenbridge for development on behalf of his
‘associates’.
A delicious three course meal was then
served which Anna Grifﬁn and a small
group of helpers had prepared.
In the meantime the players were revealing
a multitude of motives for the murder of the
poor American lady whose unidentiﬁable
remains were found in the tannery vats of
tannic acid.
It was a most enjoyable night out and our
thanks must go to the excellent acting of
the St. Peter and St. Paul players and their
helpers, the rafﬂe organisers and, of course,
Anna Grifﬁn and her team.
As all proceeds were donated to the Eden
Valley Museum it was also a very rewarding
evening ﬁnancially.

07/07/07 was for me the day when one
of my favourite Edenbridge features
disappeared!
Photograph courtesy of TopFoto

by Brenda Hillman

For many years as I have walked along
our Town Station Approach I have looked
down at the odd lengths of railway line
which formed much of the kerb along the
pavement and have admired the “greenness” of the men who made such sensible
use of the oddments.
In time the roots of the trees bordering the
path have made the surface uneven and the
road needs resurfacing so today there are
men and machines ripping out the old rails
and preparing to construct a new pavement
and road.
I’m sure that it will be smoother and
safer but it won’t have the character of the
original.
In the days when we did Town trails starting
at the station, visitors were intrigued by
our unusual kerb and several locals were
surprised to see what had been beneath their
feet for so many years.

Have you thought of

Volunteering
at
The Eden Valley Museum?
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By Lyn Layland, Research Volunteer.
I have many enquiries but occasionally one
comes in that particularly holds my attention
to the point that I go beyond the realms of
my usual searches. This one enquiry came
from a lady living in Hever Road when
she dug up a small medicine bottle in her
back garden which had the words ‘Arnold
Speciﬁc’ medicine,
and on the back
of the bottle
‘Edenbridge’. She
asked if there had
been a chemist in
Edenbridge called
‘Arnolds’. No one I asked had heard of
such a chemist but as I looked for evidence
a story unfolded. The chemist in question
was James Arnold and he lived in Batts
House in Victorian times. For those who
have never heard of Batts House it is on the
corner of Lingﬁeld Road where Corals the
bookmakers is now. The property itself was
built around 1790 and in the early part of
the 19th century was a shop of some kind
(butchers or bakers). By 1838 Spencer
Leigh, who was a Millwright and Carpenter,
occupied the house along with his wife and
2 lodgers, one being a lunatic (as descried in
the Rate Book) and the other his keeper.
A conveyance of 1845 indicates that it was a
substantial property and had a brewhouse, a
malthouse, stables and chaisehouse, kitchen
garden and ﬂower garden.
The Arnold family moved
here from Hampshire
between 1867-1869 and it
seems that Batts House was
divided between the Arnold
family and the Leigh
family.
By 1881 James Arnold and
his family alone owned the
property and he was set up
as a Chemist.
The Rate Books say that
James Arnold also rented

other land nearby and by 1886 owned The
Crown Hotel. He and his wife Mary had 7
children and one of their sons Charles went
on to become the licensee of The Crown
assisted by his sister Emily Florence. James
Arnold junior became a Bank Manager and
Chemist.
Around 1892 James and Mary must have
decided that they would move back to their
beloved Hampshire and James died there at
the age of 55. Mary, James’s widow lived
38 and died there at the age
of 90.
There is a gap that I have
been unable to ﬁll between
1892 and 1938, as to the
use of the property but by 1938 it was
certainly Coolings Chemist and then on
to be Boots Chemist before they moved to
their present site. From then on the shop
had various uses and lately it was occupied
by The Alliance and Leicester Building
Society and now Corals (bookmakers).
James and Mary Arnold were obviously
very attached to Edenbridge and although
both of them died in Hampshire they were
both buried in Edenbridge churchyard.
I found the gravestone which is quite
impressive and so I can assume that they
became very wealthy.
Here ends my story which started from a
small glass medicine bottle. If anyone has
anything to add or any other knowledge of
the Arnolds, I would very much like to hear
from you.

Boots chemist (left) in 1956 which was once the pharmacy of the Arnold family.
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THE ARNOLD FAMILY

SURNAME SCRAMBLE
By Jane Higgs

Anyone tracing our family in the future
might ﬁnd Una Hitts, U.M.Briggs or Una
Kings. They would be looking for Una M.
Higgs who lived at Hever Brocas not Hever
Bideas or Hever Bricas. She now lives
at Brocas Byre and that has appeared as

Brocas Byer already. Very few people seem
to know that a byre was an open fronted
cowshed. I hasten to add that it has been
converted!
These misspelt gems have appeared on
letters. Our house name also causes further
problems because it is French. Many local
people pronounce it with a long ‘o’ as
in ‘broke’ which is understandable as it
lacks a ‘k’. It also gets spelt Brockas or
Brocus. In the section from the 1769 map
of the Hundreds of Edenbridge (pictured
below) you can see that it has been spelt
Brockhurst! This unusual name occurs
because Margaret de Hever married Sir
Oliver Brocas c.1340 and the Manor of
Hever Brocas was created for them from
Hever Cobham (Hever Castle) lands.
Further reading: Aspects of Edenbridge No6

Photograph courtesy of EVMT

When Elizabeth Amias, our ﬁrst curator,
ran a course for beginners in family
history, the ﬁrst thing she asked us to do
was to write down our surnames in as
many spellings as we could come up with.
The reason for this exercise was to make
us aware of the probability of mistakes
occurring in handwritten documents and
ledgers. I expect most of us would assume
that with the advent of typewriters and then
computers that misleading mistakes might
occur less frequently. In fact I think the
opposite will be true.
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Staff and volunteers
There are now two people in the ofﬁce
dealing with the myriad of jobs that crop up.
Jane Higgs remains as Honorary Curator
and has been joined by Joan Varley as
Deputy Curator. They are sharing what is
still a part time appointment so they are
contracted for a ﬂexible approach to 10
hours each per week. Both of them ﬁnd it is
very easy to do more! It can be very busy
in the ofﬁce with our growing number of
volunteers dropping in to see what they can
do to help or following up on a project they
are already dealing with.
We have welcomed several new volunteers
in the last year and would like to wish them
a happy time at the museum. We, and the
district we serve, are lucky indeed to have
such a dedicated group of talented helpers
to run our increasingly popular centre in
Edenbridge High Street. We strive to make
volunteering interesting and enjoyable.
Some volunteers are regular once a week
helpers and get involved in several aspects
of the operation. Others choose to come in
once a month or just when we need them.

Publicity
We do our best to spend as little as possible
on paid advertising as it is not cost effective.
I should like to take this opportunity to
thank, publicly, the editors of all the parish
magazines and local newspapers who
support us whenever they can with regular
announcements of our events. Their help is
invaluable. The Hidden Britain project that
has been run by Edenbridge Town Council
is a welcome source of free marketing. I
should also like to acknowledge the help
we get from local shopkeepers, schools and
nursery schools who take our posters.
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Visitors
We are pleased to announce that 4583 local
and worldwide visitors came to the museum
last year, our best annual visitor numbers
since the museum opened in 2000. We are
also seeing more local visitors who are
coming in to ﬁnd out about the area or the
property that they have moved into. Many
are researching family history and we are
getting an increasing number of emails from
researchers as well.

Photograph courtesy of Jane Higgs EVMT

CURATOR’S COLUMNS

We hope to improve the number of group
visits we receive now that there are two of
us in the ofﬁce to deal with the marketing
and administration that this involves.
Edenbridge and Four Elms Primary Schools
and the Church House and Saxby’s Nursery
School children enjoyed visits during 2007.
The Half Term Activity Children’s Craft
Sessions are proving so popular that we
now hold them in Rickards Hall where there
is plenty of room and we can also serve
refreshments, instead of the conﬁnes of the
upstairs Meeting Room.
The WW2 Outreach Box has had several
outings to local schools and we should like
to provide study material on other subjects
in this way.

OUR VISITORS SAY IT BEST
A credit to everyone

P. Miller

Stretﬁeld

A fascinating and very enjoyable place

T. & C. Devlin

Cumbria

What a joy. Congratulations!

R. Bruce

Chesington

History is what we are!!

N. & C. Dancanet

Romania

Super. Loads of fun

Southwood

France

Your enthusiasm is infectious! Yours infected,

V. Bamber

Kingston

Superb! I love the models

R. Hopper

Streatham

A treasure to ﬁnd

Bromley Family

Maidstone

Very interesting. I’ll come again

C. Nielsen

Denmark

Found a picture of my house!

T. Purse

Crockham Hill

Visitor numbers
January

2000

2001

Closed

50

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed

2007
20

February

257

168

139

121

199

113

430

March

134

406

283

103

344

246

271

April

428

187

193

59

304

337

337

May

234

184

207

166

464

306

409

June

229

371

113

139

588

550

356

July

446

96

217

59

338

382

340

376

August

425

164

174

102

377

750

493

409

September

612

612

409

254

291

362

526

506

October

330

285

169

126

159

413

305

562

November

316

91

81

60

188

200

232

403

December

96

317

203

253

300

394

417

504

2225

2897

2569

1789

2241

4400

3865

4583

Total
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Grants and funding
As a charity we are totally reliant on grant
funding and donations to run the museum.
Bills always seem to get bigger and statutory
requirements cost money as well. Our
estimate of £70 per day is no exaggeration!
We should like to acknowledge the regular
ﬁnancial help from Edenbridge Town
Council, the Great Stone Bridge Trust,
many private donors and fund raisers who
enable us to continue offering free entry
during normal opening hours, and develop
exhibits and activities for local adults and
children.
Donations in kind

Earlier in the year Helen Jackman and I put
a bid together for funding from the Kent and
Medway Museum Development Service for
conservation materials. We were successful
in being granted £1617 to buy a supply of
specialist materials to look after and store
the collection to the standards expected
of an Accredited museum, and which we
would not be able to afford on our income
alone. For example, all our maps are now
in polyester sleeves that protect them from
handling and therefore make them more
accessible to researchers.

Photograph courtesy of Jane Higgs EVMT

Acknowledgment is also due for useful
items that have been given to us. Four Elms
School gave us 2 cupboard and shelf units,
now in full use in the ofﬁce. Sid Segal of
our much lamented South End Post Ofﬁce

donated a postcard rack for our shop.
My thanks to Vivien Pederson for the multi
drawer unit (below) out of the hairdressers,
formerly Thatchers which I plan to develop
as a ‘discovery’ exhibit for children. There
will be something to see or listen to in each
drawer. If anyone recognizes this piece of
furniture and could supply us with some of
its history I should like to hear from you.
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Men’s club darts team - loaned by Mrs Jean Hills

Photograph courtesy of D. Wiffen

The Sports Exhibition
covered many aspects
of local sports, with
contributions from local
sports groups, residents
and from the museum
archives. The display on
Stoolball created a lot
of interest. I was able
to tell the full story of
the Edenbridge Bowling
Club because they very
generously donated all
their material to the
museum when they closed at the end of last
year. Richard Johnson created a comprehensive
display on the Edenbridge and District
Riﬂe Club and Dave Mansi lent us all of his
photographs and told the story of the Judo Club.
All the photographs from the collection were on
show plus copies of many that had been lent for
the occasion. A display of cricket bats, tennis
racquets and balls complemented the permanent
museum display about the making of cricket
balls. Thank you to all the people who lent us
material for this exhibition. I have no doubt that
come 2012 all the information we gathered this
time, and what is still out there to be discovered,
will come in useful.

Photograph courtesy of Kent & Sussex Courier

‘All Good Sports’

Gliding at Kenley - loaned by D. Wiffen

Exhibitions and
the Research Group

Four Elms Stoolball Team - loaned by Sue Killick

Volunteers who want to get involved
in mounting the exhibitions and
displays are on the Research Group
list. They help with tracking down
items, researching the subjects and
then planning and labelling the
displays. They also have a say in
what subjects we choose but need
not feel obliged to be involved with
everything if they prefer not to be.

23

Photographs courtesy of Champion Photographic

The sell out crowd on opening night.

‘Hurricane Havoc’
This followed in the autumn and the
opening night was planned to coincide
with the actual anniversary date for the Big
Storm of 1987. Bob Ogley very kindly found
time in his very busy schedule to make our
opening night a memorable event by giving
a very entertaining talk on how the storm
changed his life. Our special guests for the
evening were the Pell family from Cowden
whose daughter Andrea Gayle was born the
following morning, following her mother
and father’s failed attempt to reach Pembury
Hospital the night before. We were able to
wish her a Happy 20th Birthday.
The night also made us some much needed
funds and we thank everyone for coming.
The exhibition told the story of that
memorable night and its aftermath via
photographs and memories, ﬁlm and
exhibits. We were able to develop it so that
it was of interest to those that lived through

Special guests for the evening, the Pell family
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Bob Ogley talks about the Great Storm

it as well as those who miraculously slept
through it and those who were too young to
remember it or were not around at the time.
If you missed it please ask to see the book
version that was produced for visitors who
could not negotiate the stairs.
Letters from schoolchildren following
their visit to the museum for the
Hurricane Havoc exhibition.
From Four Elms School’s youngest pupils:
all the letters had drawings on them
“Thank you for letting me watch the ﬁlm it
was fun. I like the museum”
“Thank you for letting us see the trees in the
museum”
“Thank you for showing me around the
museum”

and from Edenbridge Primary School
Stacey McNair wrote on behalf of Class 3
& 4:
“I am writing to thank you for a fantastic
visit to your museum last week. It was really
interesting to ﬁnd out about the hurricane
and how it destroyed so many trees. The
photographs, newspaper articles and video
clips helped us to understand what it was like
20 years ago.
We particularly enjoyed doing the leaf
rubbings with Mrs Bell. All of the staff were
very kind and friendly. The shop was really
great too!
Thank you all very much. Yours faithfully…”

‘125 Alive’ Marsh Green Exhibition

Heritage Open Days

This exhibition was the ﬁrst to be mounted
by an outside group. I do hope it will be
the ﬁrst of many. This is one way that we
can increase the number of events at the
museum without overstretching our pool of
volunteers. The art exhibition qualiﬁes as
one of these events as all we have to do is
mount the work when it comes in.
Barbara and Alan Riddle and Brenda
Hillman created a very interesting display
with ﬁlmed reminiscences from Marsh
Green residents which were recorded by
children who attend the Sunday School.
A copy will be placed in our archive
following further editing of the interviews.
The organizers then very kindly donated
the DVD player that had been bought for
the event to the museum. It came in useful
very soon afterwards, for the Hurricane
Exhibition!

We have always taken part in this national
event which we were obliged to do when
we charged visitors because the Town
Council had been in receipt of a substantial
grant from English Heritage to renovate
the building and part of the contract was to
make it available for visitors free of charge
once a year. When our policy on charging
changed we continued to take part and
introduced a Michaelmas Fair element to
the weekend to help raise some funds and
increase visitors. In 2007 we also offered
guided walks, and a number of visitors to
the area joined the walk including two from
Israel.

Whenever we are able we open the museum
and join in events in the town. We have
always joined in the Christmas Late Night
shopping event and had many visitors who
perhaps are unable to come during the day.
We have shared a pitch with the Edenbridge
and District Historical Society at the Town
Festival and at the East Grinstead Local
History Fair.

Shop
Mary Cunnington continues as our shop
manager and is always trying to ﬁnd suitable
stock items that we can buy without too
much outlay and development costs. Our
visitor numbers and the size of the available
area are such that we remain restricted to
items that will sell quickly and that are
either exclusive to us in the town or can be
described as being items of local interest.
The best sellers are undoubtedly the EDHS
publications.

Cheryl Bell and her gallant team of creative
helpers ran 4 exciting craft events for
children of all ages. Yes, all ages! The
accompanying adults often have as much
fun as the children they have brought with
them.
‘Creative Creatures’, ‘Create a Model
Garden’, ‘Jewellery and Badges’ and ﬁnally
‘Christmas Crafts’ have kept boys and girls
enthralled at the 2 hour sessions. Cheryl
and her team have always planned well
ahead with all the ideas they intend to use
on the day but are always delighted with
and surprised by the inventiveness that the
children show once they get started.

Photograph courtesy of Jane Higgs

Joining in local events.

Children’s Half Term Activities

One of the model gardens produced by the children.
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2007 ART EXHIBITION
AND COMPETITION
The theme of the 2007 Art Exhibition was
‘All Good Sports’ to run with the exhibition
which was on at the same time. It attracted
good quality pictures and a very lively entry
from our local schools including Chevening
School who entered for the ﬁrst time.
Visitors to the exhibition are invited to
vote for their favourite adult entry to ﬁnd
a winner. This method has proved popular
with visitors and exhibitors because
the most popular picture wins, which
encourages artists of all abilities to join in.
We also had classes for photographs.
The adult winner by popular vote was
Nadeem Qureshi’s pastel of a racing car
called ‘Race to Victory’.
We would like to thank Emily Turner,
a local mother, Andrew Ilsley, a local
doctor and sport enthusiast and Elizabeth
Lavigne, a retired teacher and one of our
regular volunteers who formed the panel of
judges to choose the winning pictures in the
children’s classes. They thoroughly enjoyed
studying all the entries and deliberating over
the winners they chose.
The judges comments were:
“What a wonderful effort from all the
children. I was looking for a good use of
colour for the sense of action and tension
as the sport unfolds and for how the artist
ﬁlled the page. I also tried to pick up on
how involved the artist was with the picture
he or she was creating and the care that was
taken.”
“I was looking for the movement coming
out of the pictures. Not too much computer
use in the photography and the variety of
ideas.”
“I was interested in the essence of the sport
depicted, bringing it to life, also the use of
colour and grouping.”
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An enjoyable evening was had in June when
we invited Holly Harrington to present the
prizes . We were delighted she was able to
accept our invitation, as one of our up and
coming young sportswomen.

Children’s Class Winners
7 – 9 yrs group
1st ‘Golf’ by Oliver Edsen
Chiddingstone School
QGµ5DFLQJ&DU¶E\$O¿H.LOOLFN
Four Elms School
3rd ‘Kick Boxing’ by Harry Rainer
Four Elms School
4th ‘ Golf Course’ by Millie Money
Four Elms School
10 – 11 yrs group
1st ‘Bouncer’ by Elliot F.
Chevening School
2nd ‘Snooker Champ’ by Alexander R.
Chevening School
3rd ‘Cricket Sweep’ by Katherine P.
Chevening School
4th ‘Boarder’ by Joe C.
Chevening School
Photographic class 8 – 11yrs
1st ‘Clay Pigeon Shoot’
by Rupert Vicary Watts
Chiddingstone School
2nd ‘Confused by the Action’ by Daniel H.
Chevening School
3rd ‘Faster than Light’ by Sophie B.
Chevening School
4th ‘Measuring Up’ by Elliot F.
Chevening School

3KRWRJUDSKFRXUWHV\RI$QQD*ULI¿Q(907

ART EXHIBITION &
COMPETITION 2009
The subject for the Art Exhibition and
Competition in spring 2009
will be ‘My Home’. So please help to
spread the word and start playing with
ideas of your own, any medium including
photographic.

Photograph courtesy of Jane Higgs EVMT

Photograph courtesy of Jane Higgs EVMT

Young sportswoman, Holly Harrington, presents the 2007 prizes.
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New acquisitions and donations
As more people get to hear
about the museum so we
continue to get offered items
for the permanent collection.
Some interesting recent
arrivals were:

Photograph courtesy of Jane Higgs EVMT

Photograph EVMT

A group of 50 black and
white photographs by an
unknown photographer of
views in the district taken
during the 1940s and 50s.
They make fascinating
viewing and are currently on
display at the museum.
Minute book for Marsh
Green Football Club 1924
– 1932
Edenbridge Bonﬁre
Programmes 1949 and 1950
which came separately from
different donors within days
of each other.
Part of a wing ﬂap from the
Beauﬁghter which crashed in
Edenbridge during WW2.

Then and Now
Top: A photograph from the recent
donation of the turning to Hever at the
bottom of Uckﬁeld Lane taken on 22 June
1955
Above: The same view as it is today

Photographs EVMT

Left: Some pages from the 1949 Bonﬁre
Programme which have recently been
gifted to the museum.

28

MLA ACCREDITATION
AWARD AND RECEPTION

Photograph courtesy of Champion Photographic

Helen and I had our work cut out for us
fulﬁlling all the demands of the new
Accreditation standard but we managed it
on time and learnt a lot from doing it. Our
Museum Development Ofﬁcer, Joanna Low,
was always available at the end of the phone
or via email when we needed her help,
and our Curatorial Adviser, Dr Ian Beavis,
oversaw our ﬁnal application.
We had to produce an emergency plan,
have a security check and make sure all the
documentation for the collection was being
done correctly. They ask questions about
how we serve our visitors needs, and look
after them when they visit. Do we train our
volunteers, do we look after their welfare
and all sorts of things like that.
On Friday 22nd February, the Rt. Hon.
Sir John Stanley, MP presented the MLA
Accreditation Award to the Eden Valley
Museum in front of a small audience of
founder members, our present Chairman,
Alan Smith, local stakeholders, the press
and committee members. It was good that
Don Garman was able to attend as he was
the Project Manager for the museum and its
second chairman; so he was able to enjoy
Sir John’s brilliant bit of research which
produced the letter that he had written to
the Heritage Lottery Fund supporting Don’s
application on behalf of the Eden Valley

Museum Trust on February 24th 1998,
almost 10 years to the day. He also read out
Lord Rothschild’s reply dated 25th! Sir John
has kindly donated a copy of his letter and
the original from Lord Rothschild to our
archive.
Dr Ian Beavis, our Curatorial Adviser,
attended and explained that “the MLA’s
Accreditation Standard, introduced in
2005, set out detailed benchmarks for how
museums care for and document their
collections, how they are managed, and
what information and services they offer to
users.
“The Accreditation Standard is much
more challenging than the old Registration
scheme which it replaced - especially for
volunteer-run museums. So achieving
“Accreditation reﬂects great credit on Jane,
Helen and their team of volunteers.
The new standard has a fresh emphasis
on providing a welcoming environment
for visitors, and giving opportunities
for all ages to enjoy and learn from
collections. Museums today are not just
about preserving the past. They are about
reﬂecting the story of a locality and its
people, and sharing that story with the
present day community which is itself a part
of that ongoing story.
“Accreditation is the gold standard for
quality in museum services, and meeting
that standard represents a great achievement
for everyone involved in the work of Eden
Valley Museum”.

Don Garman, Dr Ian Beavis, Jane Higgs (Hon. Curator), Sir John Stanley, Helen Jackman (Sec.), Lady Stanley, Alan Smith (Chairman)
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L1-160 - Scanned for the Digitisation Project
Hever Castle, the birthplace of Anne Boleyn, Queen of Henry V111. Circa 1910
Published by Eagleton, Penshurst No 33. Gifted to the museum by Alan Dell.

L1-008 - Scanned for the Digitisation Project
High St, Edenbridge showing Negresco Cinema, Charles Wayte and Chevertons. Circa 1956
Copyright: E A Sweetman & Son, Tunbridge Wells. Gifted to the museum by Alan Dell.
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Digitisation Project
Joan Varley our new Deputy Curator is
managing her ﬁrst project for the museum,
following a successful grant application to
the Museum Development Service. I shall
hand over to her to tell you all about it.
Eden Valley Historic Photographs and
Postcards: Safeguarding the collections for
future generations
The objective of the project is to create
a digital archive of the c.2000 historic
photographs, postcards and slides that
are held in the museum archives, thus
safeguarding them for future generations.
The primary task involved is scanning each
image to a high resolution ﬁle that will
provide a suitable format for printing at a
later date. All of the images created will be
stored on DVDs and off-site on a portable
hard drive. Thumbnail versions will be
created for the Catalist database. TopFoto
(Edenbridge) are collaborating with us on
this project. They have provided training
for the staff involved, and they will also be
scanning the slides. A grant of £1929.35 has
been awarded by the Museum Development
Service, and will cover the cost of a higher
speciﬁcation scanner, and some additional
labour costs.
The project runs from 1st February – 31
July 2008.

Using the Internet to Raise Funds
for the Museum
easyfundraising.org.uk and
easysearch.org.uk offer us a simple way to
raise funds for the museum whilst shopping
or searching online.
easyfundraising - How it works
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
easyfundraising provides a FREE service
where you can shop with your favourite
online stores and at no extra cost raise
funds for any charity, good cause or group
you choose to support – hopefully Eden

Valley Museum Trust. You still shop
directly with each retailer as you would
normally, but simply using the links from
the easyfundraising website to go to each
retailer’s site generates a donation to the
cause you wish to support. For example,
spend £25 with WH Smith and 3.5% will
be donated. You will have raised £0.88, at
no extra cost to your purchase. Make any
purchase from Amazon and 2.5% will be
donated. Insure your car with Direct Line
and raise £30.00. You can shop with 500+
Brand Name retailers and raise funds just
by using the links from easyfundraising.org.
uk – it’s that simple!
Ready to start?
Go to: www.easyfundraising.org.uk
Register: for free
Select: Eden Valley Museum Trust
You will receive an email conﬁrming
your registration and giving you a unique
easysearch url to raise funds when you
search [see below]. Next time you want to
buy something online, or book a ﬂight, or
insure your car, then go to easyfundraising.
org.uk ﬁrst to see if there is a link to the
supplier you want to use.
easysearch - How it works
http://edenvalleymuseum.easysearch.org.uk/
You can also raise funds when you search
the web by using easysearch every time
you search online and your chosen charity
will receive 50% of the fees paid by
advertising sponsors to your chosen cause.
easysearch is powered by Yahoo!, the
world’s 2nd largest search engine. It works
just like any other search engine, bringing
you fast, accurate results every time, but
easysearch gives you something back!
When you search the web with easysearch
you’ll generate around a penny for your
nominated charity with every search you
make. It doesn’t sound like much, but the
pennies soon mount up and you can raise
£25.00 a year - or more - just by switching
your normal searching to easysearch!.
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Bamber Gascoigne visited
the Eden Valley Museum
on Wednesday 5 March to
demonstrate TimeSearch –
a major new online research
tool which facilitates
searching the web through
time. Bamber was in
Edenbridge at the invitation
of Alan Smith, Chair of the
Eden Valley Museum Trust
and Managing Partner of
TopFoto, the Edenbridgebased photograph library
Bamber Gascoigne , Joan Varley (Deputy Curator) , Jane Higgs (Hon. Curator)
working with Bamber
Gascoigne to test TimeSearch, combining
timelines from his HistoryWorld website
with TopFoto image search.
Bamber Gascoigne is best known for his
television role as chairman of University
Challenge for twenty-ﬁve years (1962-1987)
before handing over the baton to Jeremy
Paxman, he has also been the author and
presenter of many documentary history
series, including The Christians, Victorian
Values, Man and Music and The Great
Moghuls, and he is the author of some
twenty books. His key genre is history, but
he has also published novels, children’s
books and academic works on prints and
HistoryWorld: www.historyworld.net
printmaking. For the last eleven years he has
TimeSearch: www.timesearch.info
been writing the two encyclopaedic works
TopFoto – TimeSearch:
of general history which together form
www.timesearch.info/topfoto/
the central core of historyworld.net. One
TopFoto: www.topfoto.co.uk
is his Encyclopaedia of Britain, published
in 1993. The other is ‘World History; a
Photos and a report of the visit can be
narrative encyclopaedia’, created since 1994
viewed at:
as a highly interactive digital programme.
www.edenbridgetown.com/stories_events/
Bamber has been a Trustee of the National
bamber_gascoigne_visits_museum.php
Gallery, Trustee of the Tate Gallery,
member of the Council of the National
Trust, and member of the board of directors
of the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden.
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Photograph courtesy of Champion Photographic

Bamber Gascoigne
– TimeSearch

The Milestone Society

LOOKING AHEAD

The museum was recently visited by a
representative of The Milestone Society. It
was established in 2001 to “identify, record,
research, conserve and interpret for public
beneﬁt the milestones and other waymarkers
of the British Isles”.

Group visits

Contact Alan Rosevear, the Society’s
database manager, if you know of a
milestone that is lost, concealed or out of
place, or if you want background on a local
marker; email: rosevear1@aol.com. Further
information about The Milestone Society
is available on the web at: www.milestonesociety.co.uk and we have some leaﬂets in
the museum.

Workers Education Association (Sevenoaks
branch). 8-9 Members of the WEA will be
visiting the museum on Tuesday 22nd April
2008 at 2pm.
Kent Archaeological Rescue Society.
Around 30 members of the KARS will visit
the Museum on Saturday 7 June 2008 at
2.30pm.
Uckﬁeld and District Preservation Society.
Approximately 15 members of the UDPS
will visit the Museum on Saturday 23 August 2008 at 1.45pm.
All three groups have requested a guided
tour of Edenbridge and light refreshments.
Additional volunteers on these dates to act
as town trail guides and to help with the
refreshments would be appreciated.

Photograph courtesy of TopFoto

Milestones were ﬁrst introduced in to the
British Isles by the Romans to aid timing
and efﬁciency in their marching. The
distance at that time was 1618 yards (the
eventual British standard mile was 1760
yards; although ‘long’ miles also existed
into the 19th century). In the Tudor era
(1555) an Act of Parliament made local
parishes responsible for their upkeep. In the
1700 – 1800 they were used to identify the
length of roads between turnpikes and the
distances were also used to calculate postal
charges before the uniform postal rate was
introduced in 1840. At the height of the
turnpike era, there were 20,000 miles of
road with milestones. Whilst many factors
have led to lost or damaged milestones, such
as road widening, accidents, hedge-cutters
and ﬂails, the most signiﬁcant impact was
when many were removed or defaced during
World War II to bafﬂe German invaders
and not all were replaced afterwards. The
Society records the information it collects
about milestones on a national database and
CDs containing pictoral and survey records
are being produced for each area. Some are
published openly on the Web.

Already booked to visit the museum during
2008 are:
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Photographs
of the
changing
Edenbridge
High Street
and all of the
items dug
out of the
Mill Leat
during the
High Street
renovations.
The Museum
had 139
visitors at
Some of the items from the Mill Leat
a special
opening on 30th March to coincide with the
Town Council end of the Edenbridge 2008
project celebrations.

‘Schooldays’ Exhibition

Stonewall Park

High Street History and
The Mill Leat Hoard
1 February – 4 May 2008
Photograph courtesy of Sigrid Sherell / Edenbridge Chronicle

A Tudor Drama
19 March – 14 September 2008
The exhibition tells the story of the Tudor
era through words and pictures. The many
local connections with Henry VIII and
the Boleyns are explored; as are the facts
and the ﬁction, and the myths and legends
associated with these colourful historical
characters. More recent connections
are also highlighted through the opera
‘Thomas Bullen’ by Timothy Higgs, the ﬁrst
performance of which was at Hever Castle
in 1972, with costumes used in the ﬁlm
‘Anne of a Thousand Days’, and through the
musical ‘Henry’s Wives’ recently performed
at the Oast Theatre, Tonbridge by the
Tonbridge Theatre and Arts Club. Costumes
used in this latter production form part of
this exhibition. Tunbridge Wells Museum
have kindly loaned a collection of Tudor
coins and there is a full length brass of
Thomas Bullen available for rubbings. For
children there is a small ‘brass’ of Henry
VIII for rubbing and outline drawings of his
six wives for colouring in.

An opening event will be organised for each exhibition.

On Sunday 11th May there will be a Garden
4 June - 20 December 2008
Walkabout and Ploughman’s Lunch at
This exhibition will be tracing the history
Stonewall Park. (See insert)
of local schools past and present, state and
private. We have again been
lent photographs and items
by local people and will be
displaying as much of our
permanent collection of
photographs and objects as
possible. Come and see if
you can recognize relatives
or tell us about your school
experiences be they good,
bad, funny or fearful!
Maybe during the course of
our ‘Schooldays’ exhibition
we will be lucky enough to
P2002.141 This picture was donated to our collection by a lady and gentleman from
ﬁnd out.
Chiddingstone Causeway. We do not know which school it is or the date it was taken. Could it
be Chiddingstone Causeway? Any information would be very welcome.
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Photograph gifted to EVMT by Mr & Mrs R Taylor

EVENTS AND EXHIBITIONS

FUTURE PROGRAMME

Late September will see the launch of an
exhibition in the Buttery and Pantry on
‘Our River and the Floods of 1958 and
1968’, which will also run through to 20th
December.

THE GREAT MIGRATION
2009 Exhibition

Photograph courtesy of TopFoto

‘Our River and the Floods of 1958
and 1968’

Photograph courtesy of TopFoto

Photograph courtesy of TopFoto

Householders salvaging their belongings at the southern end of
the High Street in Edenbridge - 11 September 1968

This is the great migration into Edenbridge
that began in the late 1950s with the
building of the Stangrove Estate and ten
years later the Spitals Cross Estate and
followed on by all the new buildings in the
last 20 years. In 2009 it will be 40 years
since the ﬁrst people moved into Spitals.
What are their stories? What was there
before their houses were built? Where did
the new streets get their names? We hope
this will be an all inclusive community wide
venture for the inhabitants of Edenbridge
with added events other than just an
exhibition at the museum. What a pity we
do not still have our secondary school.

Hever Castle under water - 16 September 1968

Children’s activities this year
Decoupage Art, 29th May
Halloween Glass Painting, 30th Oct.

EVMT AGM
The Eden Valley Museum Trust AGM is on
Tuesday 27th May at 8 pm in Bridges.

Theatre Event
A Courtyard Arts / Theatre Event is planned
for Saturday 9th August.

Heritage Open Days
Heritage Open Days this year are from 11th
– 14th September and we will be joining
in with the Michaelmas Fayre on Saturday
13th September.

Edenbridge -1962

“Much housing to the west of the
High Street, all of it suburban in
character except the L.C.C’s Stangrove
Park Estate, 1959-1961 by the L.C.C
Architects’s Department under Hubert
Bennett, where the long rows of twostory cottages, wholly weatherboarded
or wholly tile-hung, perfectly catch the
Home Counties small-town feel.”
From Pevesner - The Buildings of England,
West Kent and the Weald.
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Photography and montage courtesy of TopFoto

©2008 Published by EVMT, High Street, Edenbridge, TN8 5AR. Telephone 01732 868102
Charity Registration Number: 1065466
The material contained herein may be freely reproduced but acknowledgment would be appreciated.
The cost of Museum News is donated. Designed by john@balean.com - Printed by www.TopFoto.co.uk

