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Front cover pictures: 
A.Jeffrey, T.Hunt and W.Bishop. Members of the Observer Corps in action.  
Post-war photograph, donated by Albert Jeffrey to EVM.

Back cover picture:  
The east window in St. Peter and St. Paul Church, Edenbridge, from a design by Edward Burne Jones originally intended for Crockham Hill.
Photo by Stuart McGregor for EVM

2011/12 Programme
February 2nd  Museum opens after winter break with the return of the A Home for All Seasons exhibition 

which runs to ��nd December and the following new displays:
How a medieval blast furnace worked, including artefacts retrieved during excavations at 
Scarlets Mill, Cowden
A collection of letters from the archives will remind you how we used to write to each other 
with pen and ink or typewriter - until 30th April
Edenbridge’s position as the first Fair Trade town in Kent is celebrated (Guest Display) - until 
�nd April

April 23rd Fund Raising Event : Celebrate St. George’s Day - Three Course Dinner and Murder Mystery 
Evening. Edenbridge Golf Club. 7.00 pm. Tickets £�0 

April 29th Closed for Royal Wedding - Bank Holiday
May 4th History of Edenbridge Pram Race display - until �nd July 
May 14th Free guided walk of the Historic Centre of Edenbridge. Starts �pm at the museum
May 30th Eden Valley Summer Festival Pram Race - museum open from 10.30 am
June 11th Free guided walk of the Historic Centre of Edenbridge. Starts �pm at the museum
June 24th Eden Valley Museum Trust AGM
July 6th A Photographic Journey around the Eden Valley

Starting this month, the Eden Valley Museum will be taking a journey around the Eden Valley 
using postcards, photographs and digital images from the museum collections. Images dating 
from the late 1800’s to �1st century will be on display starting with Marlpit Hill - until 31st 
July

July 9th Free guided walk of the Historic Centre of Edenbridge. Starts �pm at the museum
August 3rd A Photographic Journey around the Eden Valley. Crockham Hill and Toys Hill - until �8th 

August
August 13th Free guided walk of the Historic Centre of Edenbridge. Starts �pm at the museum
August 31st A Photographic Journey around the Eden Valley. Four Elms and Bough Beech - until 1st 

October
September 8th Fundraising event: Charity Golf Day at Lullingstone Park Golf Course. Leaflets available at 

museum.
September 10th  Free guided walk of the Historic Centre of Edenbridge. Starts �pm at the museum
September 15th Fundraising event Rickards Hall. Talk: Andro Linklater in conversation with Mrs Archie 

Kirkwood. “Constance Garnett”
October 5th A Photographic Journey around the Eden Valley. Hever - until 9th October
October 15th Investigate the Romans : Children’s Educational Activity 
November 2nd A Photographic Journey around the Eden Valley. Chiddingstone - until �6th November
November 30th A Photographic Journey around the Eden Valley. Chiddingstone Causeway and Charcott 

- until ��nd December
December 8th Members Christmas Evening. Christmas drinks and a special display from the archives
December High Street Christmas Event. Date tba
December 22nd  Last day. Museum closes for the winter break.
2012 Season February 1st A Photographic Journey around the Eden Valley continues………
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From THe eDITor
Michael St. Clair Hannah 

�010 was a celebratory year so far as the 
Museum is concerned.  We have been in 
existence for 10 years now and the quality 
of the displays and exhibitions is going from 
strength to strength, largely thanks to the 
efforts of our Curator, Deputy assistant 
curator and their dedicated team of 
volunteers.  There is also 
much to celebrate when 
we remember with 
thanks the outcome of 
the Battle of Britain in 
1940 – 70 years ago, 
to quote the Duke of 
Wellington another 
“near run thing”.  Last, 
but by no means least is 
the award of the MBE 
to our Hon. Curator, 
Jane Higgs for services 
to Heritage in the 
Eden Valley.

Sometimes, when 
we see the work of 
the museum on display, 
we tend to overlook 
the hard work and 
dedication that goes 
into the organisation fronted 
by the exhibitions.  That the 
EVMT manages, year after 
year, to put on display 
themes of such interest 
and imagination for 
those of us who live 
in the Edenbridge 
area, is largely down 
to the leadership of Jane Higgs, our 
Honorary Curator.  The award of the 
MBE recognises her work over the past years 
– congratulations Jane, you deserve it.

This issue focuses on many different aspects 
of WW� – the Women’s Land Army, local 
air raid damage at Toys Hill (just because 
this is a rural area of great beauty, and of no 
strategic importance, did not make it 

immune from passing German bombers keen 
to jettison any spare bombs!), some relics 
still standing (if you know where to look, 

and what to look for) and two plane crashes 
which reminds us that the  Battle of  Britain 
was fought over the towns and fields of Kent 

and South East England.  Why � plane 
crashes?  Whatever the rights and wrongs, 
and the political and moral rationales for 

going to war, it was 
the flower of the 

youth on both 
sides, who risked 

their all for our 
generation, and in 

many cases lost their lives.  
We remember their courage 

and sacrifice.   

Of course, WW� 
is relatively recent 
history, and most 
of the rest of the 

content in this issue 
takes us way back 

to the 19th century and 
beyond, covering historic 

local houses, shops and 
villages.

Finally, we welcome 
Elizabeth Fleming 

as the new President of 
Eden Valley Museum 

Trust.  Given her 
enthusiastic 

activity within 
the local 

community 
we can expect 

her  to contribute to 
the development of the  

museum. 

We hope you enjoy reading our magazine, as 
much as we have enjoyed publishing it, and 

grateful thanks to all our contributors.  If any 
of our readers have an interesting story to tell 

about our area we would be pleased to hear 
from you and to publish any contribution in 

future issues.Ill
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‘ouT oF THe Sky’  
DISPlay anD Talk.  
13 november 2010.

by Jane Higgs

Beaufighter crash. November 12th 1940.
On Friday 1�th November a sell out 
audience, which included witnesses to 
the crash, debris collectors and aircraft 
enthusiasts, attended ‘Out of the Sky’ 
the museum’s contribution to the 40th 
anniversary of the Battle of Britain. 

The evening had been planned to coincide 
with the date of the crash in a field near 
Church Street when a Mark One Bristol 
Beaufighter came down on November 13th 
1940. Witness accounts exist and pieces of 
the plane have been recovered from the site 
much later, forming a precious collection for 
a young schoolboy in the 1970s. Recently 
we acquired what is described as part of the 
wing flap from the plane. I was hoping this 
event would help us to learn more about the 
crash and perhaps we would find out if the 
wheel on loan to the museum collection was 
actually from the plane. 

Objects from the collection and photographs 
of Bristol Beaufighter aircraft complemented 
a talk by John Froud, a qualified aircraft 
engineer. John is well known locally for his 
leadership of the local branch of the British 
Legion. Although, as he said, he was not in 

Edenbridge when the incident occurred he 
had been able to undertake further research 
for us and he acknowledged Ian Bridle’s 
report on the event. John also told us about 
his interesting life working as an aircraft 
engineer. 

He regretted to inform us that the wheel was 
probably that of a builder’s wheelbarrow! The 
wheel could not be from the aircraft because 
it was made of iron and evidence of rust 
proves this. An aircraft wheel would have 
been steel and therefore would show no sign 
of rust and the tyre would have been an air 
filled tyre and not the solid one that had been 
dug up in the early 1970s. I had warned the 
owner that this might be going to happen 
and I was sorry to have disappointed him all 
these years later. Now I have to decide if the 
wheel should remain with any display about 
the Beaufighter crash. It is part of our story 
and they don’t make wheelbarrows like that 
any more!

After his talk John invited questions from the 
audience and it was really interesting to hear 
new evidence emerging. For instance, Cyril 
Skinner confirmed that there were � aircraft 
in the sky and John said that the Beaufighters 
did fly in pairs. We can now see if any reports 
exist from the crew of the surviving plane 
and Richard Johnson has offered to go to 
the National Archives where the Squadron 
Records are kept. 

The noise the engines of the stricken plane 
made was also discussed and John was able 

A reconditioned Beaufight at Duxford.
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to confirm that what the witnesses had heard 
was synonymous with an aircraft having a 
particular engine problem. 

I can now prepare a refreshed account of 
the crash for the museum incorporating the 
new evidence. Tony Whiteman has told me 
which field it came down in as I had got the 
wrong one in my photographs because I had 
misinterpreted my information. We can now 
follow up new avenues of enquiry and create 
a new display of items connected with the 
crash.

ITalIan PrISoner oF 
War CamP In TonbrIDge

by Nina St Clair Hannah

Sometimes on a warm sunny day when I’m 
eating big red cherries, I remember the Italian 
prisoners during the war.  My sister and I 
were allowed to play during the early evening, 
which is how we came to meet “Tosh”, as 
we called him, with some of his friends.  
They were, or seemed to be happy, strolling 
around singing, whistling and smoking.  
We understood what they were saying, as 
children are able to.

They made us rings out of the old 3d pieces 
with the hexagonal edges, showed us birds 
nests and joined us in making daisy chains, 
etc., acting just as fathers.  Tosh carved 
various things on a stick, ending with his 
name – we kept it for many years.

Oh yes, the cherries – they were employed 
to pick them.  They wove a beautiful basked 
from willow twigs, which they would fill 
with these luscious red cherries. A group of 
us, including our mother, sat on our back 
doorstep to eat them in the warm evening 
sunshine. Most of the children’s fathers were 
away in the army so it was lovely to have 
father figures around.

We were very sad when they were sent 
away, we missed their laughter, warmth and 
friendship.

Somerhill POW camp, when it was 
used for homeless families after the 
last of the POWs went home. Weald of 
Kent Girls School is there now.

Above: A section of the wing flap from R2071.

Below: The spindle and wheel mistakenly thought to have 
belonged to the stricken aircraft.
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one oF ourS – rePorT 
oF a beauFIgHTer 
CraSH In eDenbrIDge
By:  A. Jeffrey (reprinted from Aspects of 
Edenbridge no.10 - reprints are available from 
the museum shop)

We were in the school playground of what 
we called the Council School in those days, 
which was the one up Croft Lane where 
pupils spent their last three years from 1� to 
14 before leaving and going to work.

The day was Wednesday, November 13th 
1940 and we had been home to lunch and 
were waiting to go back to the classroom at 1 
p.m.

These were exciting days, the Battle of Britain 
had not long been fought overhead, and I for 
one had a great interest in events taking place 
in the skies.

When a new type of aircraft put in an 
appearance we somehow found out what 
it was, usually with assistance from the 
local Royal Observer Corps Post, situated 
at the time up Hever Road.  On this day 
in question we had observed a Bristol 
Beaufighter flying to and from as if on patrol 
and were quite excited as it was still on the 
Secret List.

This particular Beaufighter belonged to �19 
Squadron, then based at Redhill Aerodrome.   
It was crewed by a pilot, namely Pilot Officer 
Thomas Birkett, and an Observer, sergeant 
Colin Castle, who came from Clarkston, 
Renfrewshire in Scotland. Its serial number 
was R�071.

We were still in the playground watching 
the Beaufighter when we heard its engines 
spluttering as it came overhead, its wing 
dropped and it commenced a vertical dive, 
twisting once as it did so.

Now the Beaufighter bore a close resemblance 
to the German JU 88 and I thought “My 

God it isn’t a Beaufighter after all, it is 
a German and it is going to dive bomb 
Edenbridge”.  Well its dive continued and I 
could see that there would never be enough 
time for it to pull out and it plummeted 
straight into the ground, disappearing from 
our view behind the houses in Church 
Street. At this time I lived in Hever Road, 
which from our viewing place, lay behind 
the Church Street houses and I had a terrible 
feeling it had crashed there.

There followed a loud explosion and a 
fireball, then a large pall of black smoke and 
live ammunition exploded.

With no thought of school there was a mass 
exodus from the playground to see where it 
had crashed.  The river bridge soon becoming 
packed with spectators.  Looking towards 
Church street from the bridge the fields were 
seen to be full of tiny bits of wreckage, many 
of which were burning, and it was obvious 
that there had been no time for the crew to 
get out.  Nothing of any size remained on 
the ground and all that could be done was 
to collect the debris in sacks.  The Tanyard 
Foreman, Mr Budden, was one of the first on 
the scene.

The aircraft had dived vertically into the 
ground very near the north bank of the 
River Eden between Church Street and the 
Hever Road, fortunately causing no damage 
or casualties, apart from the ill-fated crew of 
two.

Above: Bristol “Beaufighter” English bomber in WWII
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The Beaufighter crashed at 1�.�0 hours and 
at 13.16 hours we had an air raid warning, 
and at 13.41 a Junkers JU 88 was seen twice.

The cause of the crash will never be known 
for sure, but in an article published many 
years later in a Royal Observer Corps aircraft 
recognition journal, it said it had been a 
case of mistaken identity, and it had been 
shot down by friendly gunfire.  The fact is 
no gunfire was heard by me and I am sure it 
would have been noticed if there had been 
any, although it could have happened away 
from here.  The official version of the loss 
from the R.A.F. Records states that it was 
probably shot down by another night fighter.  
The large crater where the nose and two 
engines buried themselves was full of water 
as the river was well up.  I believe it has been 
excavated more than once over the years and 
some wreckage recovered.  For anybody who 
saw it go down it is a lasting memory.

Below: Group of army cooks training in Honiton. Miss E Jenner 
pictured bottom row right.

Above: Albert Jeffrey (1926-2010) pictured in uniform during 
WWII.
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one oF THeIrS – rePorT 
oF Ju88 CraSH aT 
veXour Farm
(ed’s note:  This is an abbreviated version of an 
article submitted by Mr Phil Froom, a military 
historian. It has been meticulously researched 
and we are most grateful for his contribution)

By September 1940 the air battle over Britain 
continued to rage unchecked as Hermann 
Goering gambled all on breaking the RAF in 
order to allow German Forces to launch the 
delayed invasion of Britain.  German aircraft 
flew sortie after sortie across the English 
Channel to strike at Britain’s defences, her 
industry and more frequently now, her 
population.  The �7th September was little 
different as raids were again mounted against 
London as well as other industrial targets.

At 08:30 the first raid passed overhead Dover 
attacking the harbour, from then on RAF 
Squadrons were in action almost constantly 
as raids over flew the coast en-route to 
their designated targets.  The first combat 
developed over Gatwick sometime after 09:00 
as Canadian and Polish Squadrons engaged a 
group of mixed JU88’s and Me109’s. During 
the morning numerous air battles took place 
eventually claiming over fifty German aircraft 
and resulting in the loss of twelve RAF 
fighters.  At a little after 11:30 a second raid 
commenced as German aircraft comprising 
Do17 and Ju88 bombers with no close 
fighter escort crossed the Kent and Sussex 
coasts.  Fighter Command wasted no time in 
wading into the helpless German Bombers 
until at last (and too late) their Me109 and 
110 Fighter escorts arrived. For almost two 
hours running battles raged across the skies of 
Southern England until the surviving raiders 
withdrew via Folkstone.

The Third Luftwaffe raid on London began 
to build up at around 14:4� when two 
formations of twenty plus comprising mainly 
JU88’s and Me109 escorts were plotted 

forming up near Calais, the raid crossing the 
English coast between Dover and Dungeness 
at about 1�:00 hours, this was followed 
closely by another group of a similar size 
a few minutes later.  This was the signal to 
scramble almost all the fighter wings in 11 
Group, with some 1� Squadrons eventually 
airborne.

Leading one flight of JU-88 aircraft in 
his JU-88A�, was twenty three year old 
Oberleutnant (Flying Officer) Karl-Heinz 
Lutze with his crew of three; Feldwebel 
(Sergeants)  Alexander Zeller, the radio 
operator, Hermann Adler, the observer and 
Uffz. (Corporal) Eugen Brodbeck, his gunner, 
all of Gruppenstab II/KG77.   Both groups 
of German raiders approached Maidstone, 
then turned in the direction of Dartford and 
Biggin Hill, they were engaged by British 
fighters from North Weald, the wing leader 
sighting a group of some twelve JU88’s 
at about 18,000 feet, escorted by a larger 
formation of Me109’s stacked above and 
behind from around �3,000 feet upwards.  

Above:  Identity card of Herman Adler, the observer in the JU-88
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Due to the high number of German fighter 
escorts, he elected to direct his aircraft into 
individual attacks on targets of opportunity, 
rather than a massed attack.  As a result the 
German formation was completely broken 
up, with many aircraft damaged or shot 
down. �49 Squadron records stating that not 
one enemy aircraft had escaped attack….  
However, of the twelve aircraft attacked, five 
or more certainly continued on to Biggin Hill 
and then to their targets in London.  Reports 
state that sporadic bombing of the capital 
at around 1�:30 resulted in slight damage 
to various districts including, Camberwell, 
Wandsworth and Lambeth, with bombs 
also falling on the Southern railway lines at 
Brixton.

Things had gone wrong quite early on for 
Karl-Heinz Lutze and his crew, their aircraft 
(Werk Nr. 0�93) had it seems, been hit by 
British anti-aircraft fire soon after crossing 
the coast – this was reported by one of the 
survivors of the crash - and their starboard 
engine had been set on fire.  They had 
apparently managed to shut the engine down 
and activate the fire extinguisher to kill the 
fire, but they were now over enemy territory 
in a crippled aircraft surrounded by hoards of 
RAF fighters and as they all will have known, 
a crippled aircraft in that situation was a 
sitting duck…

We do not know  if Hermann Adler actually 
jettisoned their bombs to lighten the stricken 

bomber, or if he managed to drop them on a 
target of opportunity, but it seems likely they 
would have relieved the aircraft of that weight  
as soon as possible and turned for home. One 
thing is certain, they did not reach London 
to drop their bombs, as ARP reports state 
that bombs fell on London at 1�:30, but 
sometime close to 1�:�0, their luck finally ran 
out when they were attacked by RAF fighters 
and 3Z+DC and her crew finally succumbed 
to their wounds… 

Reports of the time, suggest this final fatal 
attack may have been carried out by the 
Hurricanes Sergeant H. J. Davidson of �49 
Squadron - based at North Weald in Essex 
– and that the aircraft was also possibly 
attacked by Pilot Officer D.B.H. McHardy of 
No ��9 Squadron, based at Northolt. 

As their aircraft was attacked by British 
fighters, two of the four crew were 
immediately wounded or killed, their aircraft 
finally losing its struggle with gravity over 
Penshurst in Kent and impacting at 1�:30 
hours close to a small river in the grounds of 
Vexour Farm close to Chiddingstone – the 
farm remains today.

I decided to try to use some local resources 
in Kent and searched the Internet for local 
newspapers, magazines and websites.  After 
finding a number, I wrote up a small ad, 
outlining my interest and asking anyone 
who had any information to contact me.  

Above: A German Junkers JU 88 bomber under a camouflage net during World War II
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This proved to be a very fruitful idea, as not 
long after, I had a call from a lady whose 
family actually bought the farm where the 
aircraft crashed just after the war in 1946 and 
knew some of the history of the event and 
subsequent activities in the area.  She agreed 
to talk to me, so I drove down to Kent and 
met with her.  

She told me that soon after the war, (around 
19�0) their farm workers had recovered the 
props from the aircraft when they had fouled 
the plough and been dragged to the surface. 
They had apparently stood in the farm yard 
for some time, but were eventually ‘disposed 
of ’ as at the time they had two German 
ex-POW’s working at the farm and it was 
thought it may be inappropriate to display 
the props like trophies now the war was over 
and these men had elected to stay in England 
– their homes now being in east Germany 
and under Soviet control.

Much more interestingly, she also told me 
that the crash site had been excavated in the 
late sixties or early seventies and on what 
she thought was the first dig, an engraved 
watch was discovered along with some 
human remains. This seemed to explain 
what had happened to Lutze.  She also said 
that a gold ring was found by one of the 
German workers on the farm.  The watch 
was apparently marked with personal details 
and was handed over to the authorities for 
return to the next of kin.  She then took me 
to the crash site and showed me exactly where 
the aircraft had come down, just yards from 
a small river bridge, a shallow depression in 
the field being all that now marks the resting 
place of the aircraft and for many years her 
missing pilot.

aIr raID on ToyS HIll 
auguST 1940
(Reprinted from ‘Aspects of Edenbridge’ – 
Number 3) By kind permission of Mrs Margaret 
Wittern (From The Toys Hill Archive)

About �.10 p.m. On Friday 16th august 1940 
I was at the gate of Toys Hill House seeing 
off Mrs Horton (staying at Emmetts).  She 
was just starting off when she said “Hark! 
There’s the siren” and drove off quickly.  At 
the moment we were engaged in sorting out 
the First Aid medicaments – I had carried 
the boxes upstairs and Edith was trying to fit 
them into the wardrobe cupboard of the large 
bedroom, when we were startled by the loud 
explosion of a bomb not very far away.  This 
was followed by another and still another.  
Shouting “Come” I rushed for the stairs.  
Looking back and unable to see Edith I again 
shouted “Come, Come”.  This made me lose 
my balance and I slid down the stairs!  Edith 
quickly followed with Rob.

Now bomb followed bomb, making 
the house quiver to its foundations.  A 
tremendous explosion seemed to presage the 
end of Toys Hill, but after that the explosions 
became fainter and it was evident the raiders 
had passed further afield.  We waited in 
the shelter for a few minutes and then Alan 
Baugham came in, reporting that he had 
been entering the Post Office when the heavy 
explosion occurred.  The windows of the shop 
were blown in and he was enveloped in a haze 
of powdered glass and Reckitts Blue.  Miss 
Tidy, Miss Hedgecock and he fled to the 
underside of the kitchen table.

Rob was trembling badly so I took him 
around the house, picking our way 
over broken glass and bits of lead-light, 
framework, tiles and bits of wood.  But it was 
evident that apart from these minor injuries 
the house itself had stood up well to the 
shock.  Mr Webb then appeared and reported 
that the chief bomb had fallen in the Nursery 
grounds and its explosion had caused great 
havoc.  The staff however were unharmed 

Have you thought of
Volunteering

at the
Eden Valley Museum?
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– when the bomb fell they were watering 
chrysanthemums, and fled to the back of the 
tool shed.

When the larger bomb exploded in the 
Nursery the clear air took on the character of 
a London fog, and shrapnel and stones beat 
in the crop.  Mr Webb said that Mrs Birchett, 
Dick Bellingham and he had pelted to the 
ditch between the frame boiler house and 
the hedge.  From this position they heard the 
bomb fall in the barley field beyond the wood 
shed and listened for the explosion which 
would have certainly brought down the wood 
shed and boiler house, but mercifully it never 
came. Alan Everest had been caught just 
outside the Nursery gates but he had lain in a 
ditch and had escaped with a scratch on the 
upper lip (the only village casualty!).

As all was now quiet I went to the village.  
The A.R.P. People and police had already 
arrived, and while I was there the Motor Fire 
Engine with staff of six arrived, but as there 
was no fire their services were not needed.  
All the windows of the Tally-Ho public 
house and the three council cottages had 
disappeared, and the roofs were a sorry sight.  
A range of some thirty-five Dutch lights had 
gone without a trace and many more lights 
and windows were smashed.  The Village 

aCknoWleDgemenT
In Issue �4 of Museum News we published 
several photographs in the article 
“Edenbridge and the four railway eras” 
without giving the source.  We are sorry for 
this omission and are pleased to provide the 
following information kindly provided by Mr 
Ray Tatnall.

Photograph on page 17 P�00�:1361 
– N class loco �-6-0  No 31817 passing 
Edenbridge at 1�.�� p.m. on 1�/1/�8 with a 
freight train towards Tonbridge – photograph 
by the late Mr John Plowman.

Photograph on page18 P�00�:338 – H 
class loco 0-4-4T (Tank Engine) No 31��1 
crossing the River Eden with the 3.00 p.m. 
Tunbridge Wells West to Oxted “Push & 
Pull” train. Photo. By Ray Tatnall.

Hall was in a bad 
way.  All the tiles on 
the Eastern side had 
smashed down onto 
the entrance path, and 
those on the west were 
nearly as bad.  The 
windows over the altar 
and those into the 
First Aid room were 
smashed with their 
frames.  The large 
western escape door 
had been blown open 
and many of the chairs 
blown through it.  
Telephone wires were 
dangling and branches 
scattered everywhere.

I wired Kent War Agricultural Committee to 
inspect tomorrow and sent off family wires 
that the whole village was unharmed.  Alec 
Baugham brought home his friend Francis 
Jeffreys who had bicycled from near Hove, 
over Ashdown Forest and from this height he 
had seen the air battle proceeding all around 
him.

The Tally-Ho public house at Toys Hill, 1949.
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If you stood in Edenbridge High Street 
during the late 19th century, in front of the 
buildings now occupied by Solar Tan Studio 
and Marino’s Fish Bar, the view across the 
road to the east side of the Street would 
have looked very different. A high brick wall 
ran from what is now Howard Cundey to 
Croft Lane, and behind this lay an orchard 
belonging to a large house named Falconers. 
The site was originally two distinct holdings, 
Chimneys and Falconers, but the two were 
amalgamated into one property by William 
Tyler in 1798. Tithe records show that by 
1844 what had become known as Falconers 
occupied the northern corner plot of Croft 
Lane and enjoyed two acres of garden. This 
is difficult to imagine today when the High 
Street is so highly developed.

In 18�� Falconers was owned and occupied 
by the Rev. Thomas Hayton, curate in 
Edenbridge from 180�-1830, and later by 
his widow, Mary Hayton (née Emery). 
Subsequent owners included Arthur de Horne 

Christy and his widow Harriet. The last 
family to occupy the house in the early �0th 
century was the Treadwell family. William 
Treadwell, a retired licensed victualer, lived 
there with his three daughters and son, 
together with four live-in servants. One of his 
daughters stayed on in the house until c1934.

From the turn of the �0th century, parcels 
of land belonging to Falconers were sold 
off, piece by piece. The first plot was used to 
build a Council School in 1910 on the site to 
the rear of the High Street now occupied by 
Edenbridge Primary School. Unlike today’s 
school, the only entrance to it was from Croft 
Lane. The original building is still standing 
and now houses nursery classrooms.  

In 193�, a second purpose-built building was 
erected on yet another slice of Falconer’s land, 
this time on the northern corner of Croft 
Lane to house the South Eastern Gas Board’s 
showroom with living accommodation 
above for the manager. Maps suggest that 
Falconer’s House itself must have been 

In a CounTry garDen
by Kay Wilson
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demolished around this time. After the Gas 
showroom’s closure, a Job Centre opened in 
1977 and the first floor was converted into 
offices. A number of enterprises followed the 
Job Centre: Pennywise ladies fashion, a pine 
furniture shop, Way Back When and .com 
Antiques until the town’s first pizza and pasta 
restaurant, Bella Vita, opened in �007.

With the main house gone, yet more of 
Falconer’s land and out buildings were 
acquired by the Council School in the 19�0s. 
The buildings were turned into needlework, 
art and pottery rooms (the first floor later 
became the school museum) and a hall, 
offices and staff room were built. The present 
school entrance on to the High Street was 
also opened at this time. During the same 
period, it was decided to build the town’s 
first Police Station to include cells and 
officer housing. What better place than the 
remaining plot of Falconer’s garden? 

Continuing the commercial development of 
the Falconer’s site, a building at the north end 
of the land in front of what is now the British 
Legion was converted to a retail outlet with 

offices on the first floor, numbered 13 and 
13b. From the mid-1970s to the 1980s, the 
ground floor was occupied by Kings Fuel, a 
coal merchant, to be followed by Powell & 
Partner estate agents. Ibbett Mosley took over 
the outlet in �004 to �011 and it is now run 
by Howard Cundey. The first floor offices 
became Promotion House from 1976 to 198� 
and are now home to Currie Accountancy.

In 1999 the Police Station moved to its 
present location and planning permission 
was granted in �001 to demolish the 
police buildings erected in the 19�0s and 
replace them with six town houses and a 
residential home for the disabled to the rear, 
appropriately called Falconers Court. An 
additional town house was added c�006 to 
complete the development of Falconers house 
and grounds.

It is tempting to believe that infill and 
replacing old with the new is a purely modern 
idiom, but a look through old records reveals 
that even in a small town like Edenbridge, 
building in back gardens has been going on 
for at least a century! 
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FaIrFIelD
by Lyn Layland and Kay Wilson

The back page of the last Museum News 
featured a photograph of a house which had 
fallen into ruin.  Some readers might have 
seen from the reference inside the front page 
that it was a picture of a house once known as 
Fairfield in Hever Road.  

A little while ago I had an enquiry asking for 
further information on the fate of the house 
and its owners.  First of all, I had to find out 
the location of the house as I was not aware of 
its existence.  After consulting an Ordinance 
survey map I found the house situated next 
to Burnt Oak Farm and opposite the Old 
Manse in Hever Road.

I enlisted the help of Kay, (who is also a 
volunteer at the museum) as I knew that she 
had excellent local knowledge of the people 
and properties in and around Edenbridge 
in the past and present time.  Between us 
we were able to piece together the history 
of the house and its owners and this is the 
information we were able to find.

Apparently, there had been a property on the 
site which had been known originally as the 
Queens Arms and after that, the Kings Arms 
that I assume were public houses and after 
this it became a private residence.  During 
the 18�0s a permanent house had to be found 
for the then present vicar of Edenbridge.  
The Rev. F.R.Gore purchased the old house 
and spent considerable amounts of money 
rebuilding and extending the property in 
18�8.  He lived there until his death in 
187� and it then passed to his son the Rev. 
C.F.Gore who lived there from 18�9 until 
187�. At that time the house was known as 
The Parsonage. The next person to live there 
was the Rev. W.J. Nesbit and he continued to 
improve the property by installing a drainage 
system.

By 1881 the house was a private residence 
known as Fairfield and was occupied by 

Eleanor S. Benson a widow and her lady 
companion and four servants.  Eleanor died 
in 1883 aged �9 and the property passed 
into the ownership of Robert Blackett Waind 
and his wife Harriet.  By 1888 Fairfield was 
owned by Thomas H. Whitmore and his wife 
Elizabeth and by 1901 they had five children 
and at least three servants.  

In the winter of 1908-1909 the west side 
of the house was rebuilt along with other 
alterations.

Fairfield had new owners by 1911, the Soutter 
family.  Henry Oldham Soutter, his wife 
Isobel Louisa and their three children, Sylvia 
Louisa, Isobel Sophia Johnstone, James 
Cantrell and four servants.  We found that 
Henry Oldham Soutter died in 19�8 and 
by then Louisa had also died in 1918.  At 
some point the house became the property 
of their daughter Isobel and this may have 
been because by then her sister, Sylvia and her 
brother James had married. 

We do know a little about Isobel’s brother 
and sister.  Sylvia’s married name was Morgan 
and she had at least one child.  Her son was 
known as George Frederick Morgan.  James 

The ruins of Fairfield, Hever Road, Edenbridge 
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had a career at sea.  In the 1911 census he was 
a Lieutenant on the Amethyst.  James had 
at least one son and he was known as John 
Henry Johnstone Soutter and was a solicitor 
in 1963 when he and his cousin George were 
executors of Isobel’s will.  

Why Isobel never married we may never 
know but she may have been engaged to be 
married but during  the First World War, her 
intended had died.  It could have been that 
after the war with the loss of so many men  
many women never married but for whatever 
reason, she remained a spinster and she died 
in the Edenbridge War Memorial hospital on 
the 18th January 1963 aged 83.

From the memories of people who had 
known Isobel, she was a deeply religious and 
kind person.  She is said to have attended 
church every week and would walk from 
Fairfield across Town Field to the church.

The mystery is, why was the house left to 
become derelict after her death?  Kay and I 
have been unable to establish if the property 
was sold after Isobel’s death or if a lack of 

bIrTHDay QuIZ anSWerS
Congratulations to Helen Jackman, the winner of our Birthday Quiz and Helen Vaughan and 
Anna Griffin, second and third.  For those of you who may still be puzzling over the questions 
here are the answers.

interest on behalf of her family caused the 
building to gradually decay.

It can be seen from the photograph that 
it must have been a very grand house and 
rumour has it that it had as many as 16 
rooms.  I took a walk to the site and became 
quite sad that such a lovely house had just 
been left to crumble away.

If anyone has any further information on the 
demise of Fairfield and on its past owners and 
occupiers we would be very interested to hear 
about it and also, who owns the land now 
and what remains of the house.

References:

Original ‘Edenbridge Rare Books’
Somers-Cox, H.L. and Boyson, V.F., 
Edenbridge, Edenbridge Chronicle Office, 
reprinted 1995

Internet:
www.ancestry.com
www.familysearch.org 
www.thegenealogist.co.uk
www.theweald.org

1. �4/6/�000
�. Lord Astor of Hever
3. Geraldine Rickards
4. Anne of Cleves
�. Anne Boleyn
6. 1406
7. Grocers
8. Mrs Hastie Kennedy
9. John Surtees
10. The Sun compass
11. London/Lewes
1�. Holtye
13. Barn Hawe/Roman  
 Catholic Presbytery
14. Pococks Bank
1�. �0/6/1931
16. 1808
17. The National/Church  
 School

18.  Charles Hoare
19.  Streatfeild
�0.   Denys Eyre Bower
�1. Octavia Hall
��. Hugh McKay Baillie Scott
�3.  Roger Hargreaves
�4. Clement Attlee
��.  John de Pulteney
�6. Philip Sidney (Ben  
              Jonson wrote a poem  
 about Penshurst Place but  
 did not live there.  The  
 question asked who lived)
�7.  1834
�8. Sundial
�9.  May 184�
30. Jan 1888
31.  �0/1/1990
3�. 1969

33/34. Bayleaf, Winkhurst
3�. St Pauls
36.  1881
37.  Chiddingstone
38. Ironworks
39.  1847 – First building
 18�3 – Foundation stone  
 of current building
 189� – Building enlarged  
 and completed
40. Late Norman
41.  Bull tethering rings in wall
4�. Hever Castle
43.  Parish Church
44. The Crown Inn
4�.  Museum/Church house/ 
 Doggetts Farmhouse
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Home IS WHere THe 
HearT IS
What led to the migration to the 
countryside in the 1950s?

By Stephen Coates
This article was written to accompany ‘The 
Great Migration’ exhibition but space precluded 
its inclusion. It is just as timely now however to 
include it now.

Last year, on Edenbridge Town station I got 
talking to an elderly lady who has lived in the 
town since the mid-fifties.  She still had the 
accent of a genuine Eastender, and I asked 
her where she was going.  ‘Back into town,’ 
she said, ‘to do my shopping’.  ‘Why don’t 
you do it here?’ I asked.  ‘It’s not the same,’ 
she said.  And by that I think she meant, life’s 
not the same.  The countryside was too quiet, 
there were no buses, and the people weren’t 
friendly.   More than fifty years later she still 
missed London – missed the buses, the shops, 
the air, and, most of all, the people.

How did this lady come to be sitting on 
Edenbridge Town station in April �009?  
The reasons can be traced back to the mid-
nineteenth century.

Britain’s cities mushroomed during 
the nineteenth century.  The Industrial 
Revolution drew labourers from the 
surrounding countryside seeking regular 
wages.  Unemployment on the land also 
fuelled the migration.  People were both 
pulled and pushed towards the cities.

But as city population increased, bad housing 
conditions grew worse. Families huddled in 
dark, insanitary courts of squalid housing, 
often without basic facilities or natural light. 

Concerns grew about public health, 
mainly from fear. The middle classes 
dreaded infectious disease spreading from 
overcrowded, insanitary working class 
housing.  More positive motivation came 
from a gradual growth of public spirit, as 
expressed in the rise of Christian charities. 
The new abundance of mass-produced 

building materials and the development of 
the railways to transport them made change 
more practicable.

Prior to the 18�0’s governments did not ‘do’ 
welfare. However, there was a slow realisation 
that, along with public health, education 
and working conditions, housing was also 
increasingly becoming the responsibility of 
the Government.  

In 1890: the ‘Housing for the Working 
Classes Act’ was passed.  Efforts were made 
to regulate new building. Charitable trusts 
and voluntary organisations set up Private 
Lodging Houses like the ‘Britts Central 
Home for Men Only’ providing basic beds 
for some of the poorest  in society.   There 
was also a movement for improved housing 
from some independent organisations like 
the Bristol Industrial Dwellings Company, 
who pioneered housing for poorer people in 
Bristol.

Massive incentives came from the two world 
wars.  The slogan Homes ‘fit for heroes’, the 
huge pressure of public opinion, the bomb 
destruction of thousands of homes in the 
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Punch cartoon commenting on the post-war housing crisis.

8 August 1945
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cities, and the need to re-house hundreds of 
thousands more put further pressure on the 
government.

Until 1919 most councils had little 
involvement in house building. Efforts to 
clear slum areas took precedence over house 
construction, effectively reducing the amount 
of low-cost housing available. Before 1919, 
corporation housing was built cheaply, and 
took the form of high-density tenement 
blocks of flats with small rooms and limited 
facilities – shared kitchens and toilets, no 
running hot water.  Typical rents were high, 
which was no comfort to those on low and 
irregular wages and was out of the range of 
the very poor.  Before 1919 no corporation 
dwellings received subsidy from central 
government, and it wasn’t until after 1919 
that housing became a real priority.

The Housing and Town Planning Act of 
1919 (The Addison Act) was a response, 
and proved a watershed in the provision of 
corporation or ‘council’ housing.  Councils 
were thrust to the forefront as the providers, 
and they began to plan their post-war 
housing programmes.  

On the outskirts of cities, new suburban 
‘garden’ estates emerged consisting of three 
bed-roomed houses for families.  The design 
of these estates aimed to create self-contained 
communities of low population – often with 
no more than 1� houses per acre.  

The most ambitious estate built after the 
first war was the massive Becontree estate in 
Dagenham, which was to become the largest 
council housing estate in the world and a 
model for many others. Work by the London 
County Council on the estate started in 
19�1.  The new houses had gas and electricity, 
inside toilets, fitted baths, and gardens front 
and back. The estate provided nearly �7,000 
homes, virtually creating a new town.  Most 
of these new council estates provided good-
quality housing for the more affluent working 
classes but did not provide a solution for the 
poorer people in society.  

The need to erect houses that could be let at 
lower rents to meet the needs of lower wage-
earners put pressures on the Government to 
reduce the size and standard of houses, and 
called for new council estates to be developed 
with provision for more and more people.  
Sadly, the high standards embraced in 1919 
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Becontree Avenue, Ilford, 1938 (above) and an example of the  
“superior” semi detached homes in the Becontree Estate (right).
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were gradually reduced during the 19�0s and 
1930s, and, as cost became paramount, space 
and amenities were reduced.  During this 
period, a new three bed-roomed house was 
often only 6�0 feet square compared to over 
1,000 feet in 1919.  New council housing was 
gradually becoming associated with the very 
poor.

Alongside the building projects ran the 
need for local councils to begin tackling the 
problem of its existing slum housing.  The 
Housing Act of 1930 encouraged mass slum 
clearance. 

By 1933 all authorities were required to 
concentrate efforts on this problem.  Unlike 
the garden estates built directly after the 
First World War, much of the slum clearance 
was replaced with flats, mostly three to five 
storeys high –  often modelled on schemes 
found in continental Europe. 

The outbreak of the Second World War 
effectively put a stop to house-building once 

again.  As the war drew to a close, Britain 
faced its worst housing shortage of the 
century.  The damage inflicted by Hitler led 
to estimations that 7�0,000 new homes were 
required in England and Wales.  Plans were 
drawn up for a major building programme, 
drawing on the themes established prior to 
1939.

To meet the long-term shortage, and to bring 
the cost of housing down, a new form of 
construction was pioneered, commonly called 
‘PRC’ (Pre-cast Reinforced Concrete). They 
were like the prefabs in that they were built 
by non-traditional methods from components 
made in a factory, but unlike the prefabs they 
were permanent and were expected to last for 
at least 60 years.

In the decade after 194�, 1.� million homes 
had been completed, and some of the demand 
for housing had been met.  The percentage of 
the people renting from local authorities had 
risen to over a quarter of the population, from 
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Bomb damage in Farrant Avenue , Haringey , London , 3 March 1945
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10% in 1938 to �6% in 1961.

However, the country was still faced with 
the problem of large areas of slum housing.  
Inner-city population was growing rapidly, 
and the shortage of good quality housing, 
plus the abundance of sites left derelict 
by the bombs, created an opportunity for 
modernisers to promote a new urban vision.  
Architects and planners favoured a modernist 
approach, and the ‘streets in the sky’ were 
devised. 

The concept of council high-rise flats was 
criticised in later years for creating poor-
quality, badly-built housing and highly-
populated estates.    By the 1970’s, many of 
the new estates had become hard to live in 
and hard to let.  In reality, many of the flats 
were built at low cost on 
run-down inner- city areas 
or, alternatively, on remote 
low-cost suburban sites, 
some quickly gaining a poor 
reputation. In effect, the 
slums were re-created.

The increased development 
of high-rise blocks of 
flats during the 19�0’s 
and 60’s can be directly 
attributed to a response to 
the Government’s subsidy 
system.  From 19�6, subsidy 
was confined to new houses 
built to replace those lost 
to slum clearance and there 
was more money available 
for blocks of more than six 
storeys high.  Council house 
building redoubled in London and by the 
1960’s over �00,000 new flats had been built.  
Many of the new dwellings were in the form 
of multi-storey tower blocks which seemed 
the ideal solution to the housing problem at 
the time.

Another feature of the post-war expansion of 
council housing during the 19�0’s and 1960’s 
was the development of more new peripheral 
estates on or close to the edge of the cities.  
By this time most inner-city potential 

building sites had been exhausted and so 
councils turned to the peripheries. 

Edenbridge was one such town selected for 
redevelopment.  Interestingly, Churchill was 
one of those to oppose the development of 
Edenbridge, perhaps because of its proximity 
to his own residence.  Many new suburban 
residents themselves disliked their new 
estates.  They were too far from the city 
centre, and there weren’t enough buses.  
People were often moved in before roads 
and pavements were finished. Many had to 
contend with thick mud.  Many more felt a 
sense of isolation in their new community.  
This proved to be a common feeling 
among the new residents of the Edenbridge 
Stangrove and Spitals Cross estates in the 
19�0s.  

That old lady on Edenbridge station was 
the human factor that 1�0 years of social 
engineering, political machinations, 
theorising, and profiteering had missed.  
As she struggled on to the train with her 
shopping bags and stick, embarking on what 
seemed an illogically long journey for a few 
groceries, it dawned on me that she wasn’t 
going shopping; she was going home – even if 
only for a few hours.

Children in Spitals Cross Estate in the 1970s
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Having been asked to put on an exhibition 
by Jane I was able to call on local current 
and former Guide leaders.  A wealth of local 
information was forthcoming from Pat 
Crocker, Ethel Bruce, Betty Milsted, Marion 
Lord, Pat Hill and Anna Griffin.

From the museum’s archives, log books from 
Chiddingstone and Penshurst were used to 
compliment photographs found in personal 
and Guiding archives.  Just before the 
exhibition was put together, the museum’s 
new president – Elizabeth Fleming – was 
able to lend a number of artefacts from her 
late mother’s collection – she had been a Vice 
President of the national Guide Association 
in the 19�0’s and worked (and camped!) with 
Princess Margaret when she was our Patron.  

Her sterling work resulted in her gaining the 
highest award in Guiding – the ‘Silver Fish’ 
– which was kindly lent to the exhibition.

The launch reception on the evening of 
October �th which was attended by the 
current Deputy County Commissioner of 
Kent West – Roo Tucker, Elizabeth Fleming, 
many Guiding friends in the county and 
Edenbridge Guides who provided the 
refreshments.

Following the opening, a number of Guiders 
from across the county have visited the 
exhibition and been very complimentary on 
the display and the building itself.  Some have 
even found themselves in the photographs of 
the 1980’s!
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1st Penshurst Guides in 1931.

rePorT on THe  
‘CelebraTIng 100 yearS oF guIDIng’ eXHbITIon
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CuraTor’S Column
by Jane Higgs

2010 Programme 
�010 was a landmark year. We celebrated our 
first 10 years, welcomed a new President, a 
new Secretary to the Executive Committee 
and many new volunteers. 

‘History of the World’ & ‘Service 
Above Self ’
We opened in January with our display for 
the BBC and British Museum History of the 
World project and the exhibition ‘Service 
Above Self ’ mounted for the Rotary Club 
of Edenbridge by Joan Varley.  In May we 
ran the first of our monthly Historic High 
Street Walks with 8 people on the first one 

and �8 on the last one in September. Joan 
spearheaded the plans, organizing training 
sessions with Don Garman for the walks 
volunteers, designing a special leaflet and 
getting them printed professionally and 
distributed locally. 

A Home for All Seasons
 ‘A Home for All Seasons’ the 600 year 
story of Doggetts Farmhouse, was the main 
exhibition for this special year.  Don Garman 
and I worked on this exhibition assisted 
by Anthonia Thieman for setting it up and 
Yvonne Humm on design.  Don’s research 
has extended our knowledge of the former 
owners and tenants of Doggetts over the years 
and new bits of material keep being found. 
The material from this exhibition has already 
been used for outreach work and a walk based 
on the history of Doggetts Farm and its land 
use is in the pipeline.  Don will be including 
it in the Edenbridge & District Historical 
Society’s schedule for next year. 

10th Birthday Celebrations and ‘100 
Years of Teddies’ 

Teddies and balloons became the theme 
for our birthday celebration with a striking 
Happy Birthday sign, with colourful 
balloons, designed by Claire Donithorn 
taking up residence in the town flowerbed 
at the top of Edenbridge High Street for a 
month. The 100 Years of Teddies display 
which opened for the Birthday Event, proved 
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popular with our visitors and this ran until 
we closed for Christmas. All the bears that 
were loaned for the occasion have been 
photographed for the archive before they 
were returned to their owners. 

I was helped to mount the display by Antonia 
Thieman, a Museum Studies graduate from 
Berlin. Antonia was in England over the 
summer working at Hever Castle. They very 
kindly let her work with us at the museum 
for one day a week. Her museum skills were 
a great help to me and Antonia had a further 
opportunity to improve her language skills 
as we asked her to research the history of the 
Teddy Bear – in English!  Antonia also kindly 
donated a book by Antonia Fraser on the 
History of Toys for our research collection. 

The weather was kind to us on Saturday 

�6th June which made it possible to hold 
the opening ceremony of our birthday event 
in the courtyard. It was attended by Lord 
Astor, our outgoing President, Alan Smith, 
Chairman, Don Garman, Project Manager 
and �nd Chairman, Elizabeth Amias our first 
curator, Elizabeth Fleming our incoming 
President and many members, friends and 
guests.  

Lord Astor cut the cake for us, sadly his last 
duty as our President which he had been 
since we opened. We thank him for his 
support over the years and for his assurance 
that it will continue via the Astor of Hever 
Trust. Barbara Hale made a beautifully tasty 
celebration cake iced with the museum’s 
logo.  The rest of the morning was for 
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100 years of teddies display with bears from  
Tunbridge Wells Museum and many local people.

L-R: Joan Varley, Deputy Curator; Terri Scanes, Chairman ETC; 
Elizabeth Amias, 1st Curator; Jane Higgs, Hon. Curator; Lord 

Astor, outgoing President; Alan Smith, Chairman; Don Garman, 
EVM Project Manager and 2nd Chairman.

Anna Griffin (right) with Poppy Jenner, whose many donations 
enhance the museum collection.
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guests who had booked a place to have their 
toys valued by Sotheby’s expert Catherine 
Southon and to visit the museum to view 
all the new exhibitions. Catherine Southon 
really enjoyed meeting everyone in June and 
valuing their treasured toys and teddies. More 
than 30 people went away very satisfied with 
the information Catherine had been able to 
provide.We saw a number of bears, including 
at least one Steiff and a Steiff cat; a hand 
painted German doll with a bisque head, 
some unusual toys such as ‘Polly Pigtails’ and 
an unusual drinking bear made in China. It 
was a busy morning. We also launched our 
Birthday Quiz, compiled by Brenda Hillman, 
which raised additional funds for the 
museum and was won by Helen Jackman.

Eden Valley School Reunion

I attended the Eden Valley School reunion 
on October 16th from 6pm until 11.30 with 

a museum stand displaying documents and 
photographs in the collection. Nearly all had 
been rescued from a cupboard in the school 
building and had come to light when we 
were preparing the ‘Schooldays’ exhibition in 
�008. I have never had such a busy outreach 
stand. All the photographs were much 
enjoyed and I was able to get some dates and 
names for some of the images. I also played a 
copy of a recording of the Steel Band which 
was a very popular feature of the school 
and appeared in the opening parade for the 
museum in �000.

Volunteers

Joan Varley stood down as Deputy Curator 
in October and the search is on for new 
administrative help. I cannot wish her a 
happy retirement from the museum as 
fortunately for us Joan remains as a volunteer 
but I trust she will now have a lot more time 
to enjoy her family. She remains with us 
as Membership Secretary and guardian of 
the digital photographic archive. This is the 
digital version of our photographic collection 
and it is an ongoing job to keep up with 
scanning new images as they come in. 

Mary Cunnington has stepped down as Shop 
Manager and the search for her replacement 
is on as well. In the meantime a small shop 
sub group are taking care of this area. Thank 
you Mary for being our Shop Manager for 
the past 3 years and we wish you a happy 
retirement from the post.
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Steve Webb who entertained us on his street piano.

A last look at Eden Valley School.
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Ruth Napier is now our Marketing and 
Publicity Manager and she is also leading the 
Shop sub group at present and has taken up a 
post on the Executive Committee. 

The computers and audio visual equipment 
for the museum is another specialist area 
that needs expert help and we now have a 
sub group, which includes James Winter and 
Stuart McGregor, to take the pressure off Cad 
Cust who has been looking after it all since 
we opened.

Lesley Martin continues the vital work of 
Rota Manager making sure there are teams 
of Museum Assistants in place when we are 
open.

All our volunteers cannot be thanked enough 
for all the work they do to make the museum 
successful. I think we have truly fulfilled our 
remit to be a museum run by the community 
for the community with professional help.  
The professional help has come from the 
Museum Libraries and Archives Council, 
the Museum Development Officers, the 
Kent Museum Group, the Association of 
Independent Museums and volunteers who 
have shared their professional skills with us 
free of charge. The volunteers who have both 
given and gained skills through working with 
the museum have been its life blood. May 
we continue for another ten years gathering, 
preserving and sharing the history of the 
Eden Valley. For me personally it has been 
a wonderful journey, learning new skills 
and making new friends at the same time as 
helping to establish the Eden Valley Museum 
for all to enjoy.

Consultations

Running concurrently with all these activities 
were the two reviews we had commissioned 
from professional museum consultants. 
The Sustainability Review, paid for with a 
grant from the Association of Independent 
Museums, consultant Val Bott and The 
Education Delivery Review, consultants 

Jane Harari and Mel Williams which was 
supported by the Great Stone Bridge Trust.   

Working with local schools

Edenbridge Primary School requested an 
adapted version of our High Street walks 
for schoolchildren and the walk leaders have 
taken several groups from the school out 
on the walks to date. These have generated 
follow up visits to the museum and the 
children have had special sessions with Cheryl 
Bell and Barbara Hale using the handling 
collection, the maps and censuses in our 
archives and a selection of photographs from 
the ‘Were You Being Served?’ exhibition. Kay 
Wilson, who is becoming our High Street 
expert, and Brenda Hillman assisted John 
Martin and John Isherwood to plan the walks 
which started and finished at the school. 

Cheryl Bell and her team of helpers also ran 
a very successful special education day for 
children in October to study the Ancient 
Greeks. Look out for this year’s study day 
which will be on the Romans. 
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HISTory oF THe TeDDy 
bear

By Antonia Thieman

Everybody knows that this small fluffy friend 
is a miniature simulation of a bear. Today you 
can buy him in different colours, shapes and 
sizes, however, the teddy bear is not only a 
toy it has also become a collector’s item. But 
how did the teddy bear get his name?

Legend has it that he got his name from 
Theodore ‘Teddy’ Roosevelt 1. In honour of 
Roosevelt, a bear hunt was arranged because 
he was an ardent hunter. However this 
hunting was very unsuccessful as they found 
no bear. At the end of the hunt, a beater 
found a young bear to shoot. They strapped 
the little bear to a tree and Roosevelt was 
given permission to shoot it. However, he 
declined.

The caricaturist, Clifford K. Berrymann, from 
the Washington Post, described the story in 
cartoons. Berrymann used the cartoon of 
Roosevelt again and again and so the bear 
quickly became the symbol of the president. 

Inspired by the cartoons, there was a Russian 
immigrant couple, Morris & Rose Michtom, 
who created a bear for the window-dressing 
of their shop in Brooklyn. Earlier, Morris 
Michtom wrote to Theodore Roosevelt 
to get permission to call the bear ‘Teddy’s 
Bear’ referring to the nickname ‘Teddy’ for 
President Roosevelt. These bears become a 
hit, and the small shop in Brooklyn emerged 
as the first American teddy bear factory called 
the ‘Ideal Novelty and Toy Company’.

Around the same time in Germany, Richard 
Steiff (the nephew of the company’s founder, 
Margarete Steiff) created the first teddy bear 
called ‘�� PB’, with moving arms and legs.2  

In 1903 a version of this bear was sent to 
the USA. Initially these bears weren’t very 
successful. This changed with the intervention 
of Hermann Berg, a toy buying agent from 
the wholesale firm George Borgfeldt Co., 
in New York. In March 1903 he ordered 
3,000 teddy bears for the toy fair in Leipzig 
(Germany). Later in June the company, Steiff, 
acquired the patent of the design for the 
teddy bear with pin-joints. This defined teddy 
bears all over the world. 3,4

The years 1903 to 1908 became known as 
the years of the bears. During this time the 
number of teddy bear sales escalated. The 
Steiff production rose from 1�,000 bears to 
7�,000 bears a year and the company was 
becoming bigger.5 

In 1904 Franz Steiff developed the trade 
mark for the company ‘Knopf im Ohr’ 
(button in the ear). In America more and 
more toy companies were emerging, such 
as the America doll and Toy Manufacturing 
Co. and/or Hahn & Amberg. In England, 
Steiff was the predominant toy Company, 
but companies such as William J. Terry, the 
British United Toy Manufacturing Co and 
J.K. Farnell were also developing.6

At that time teddy bears were made mainly of 
Mohair and the stuffing was made of wood 
wool, cork and horsehair. The eyes were made 
of black beads or compacted pulp and the 
nose was knitted or made of sealing-wax. 
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The popularity of the teddy bear was 
increasing. For example, Seymour Eatons 
Roosevelt  wrote famous poems about the 
teddy. In photography teddies had become 
more popular, such as in a supplement in 
an American newspaper.7,8  Furthermore, 
women’s magazines included patterns 
for teddy clothes at this time and some 
companies even designed the same clothes 
for teddy companies, such as the New York 
Company Kahn & Mossbacher, D.W. Shoyer 
& Co and Steiff.

In 1907 the US composer John W. Bratton 
wrote the famous song The Teddy Bears 
Picnic. By 1907 the teddy bear was popular 
all over the world. Every family had a teddy 
in their home.9

In 1907 the Company Steiff opened shops 
in New York, Sydney and in other European 
countries. The production of teddy bears in 
Germany was six times higher than in Great 
Britain. 

The position changed with the beginning 
of the First World War. There was a halt on 

imports from Germany and other companies 
started making teddy bears, such as Dean’s 
Rag Book & Co. The Steiff company stopped 
production during this time as they had to 
make suits of armour for soldiers.10

The appearance of the teddy bear has changed 
over time. The teddy was made of nettle 
material from 1919 to 19�1. The filling was 
made from Java Cotton (Kapok). From 19�1 
Steiff used Kapok to stuff the teddy bear. This 
material was resistant to damp and that’s why 
Kapok was preferred with companies for the 
stuffing. 

After the First World War there were 
many new creations of teddy bears. The 
most important teddy was the bear with 
a straight body and limbs.  New in 19�1 
were the ‘Ja/Nein-bears’ from Schuco and 
the ‘Blinka-bear’ from a London Company. 
The Blinka bear was able to blink his eyes 
and this was unique. All the companies were 
experimenting with lots of different materials. 
In 1930 the standard material for teddy bears 
was ‘artificial silk plush’. 

During this time the teddy started to feature 
in literature. In 19�0 Rupert-bear, devised 
by Mary Tourtels, first appeared in the Daily 
Express. The newspaper was in competition 
with the Daily Mail and its comic strip Teddy 
Tail, and with Pip, Squeak and Wilfred in the 
Daily Mirror. Rupert Bear was first published 
as a nameless character in a strip titled Little 
Lost Bear on 8 November 19�0. Published 
as two cartoons a day with a short story 
underneath, the strip featured a brown bear 
until the Express cut inking expenses and 
made Rupert’s colour white.11

The Second World War (1939-194�) saw 
a decline in popularity for the teddy bear. 
Many toy companies had closed and some 
of the toy companies manufactured life vests 
and accessories for uniforms for the soldiers.

Companies looked for alternative material for 
the creation of the teddy bear and considered 
left over fabrics found in their factories. There 
was an example of felt & velveteen, waxed 
cloth and imitation leather. So the appearance 
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of teddy bears changed again as they came to 
play a significant role providing comfort and 
friendship to many children.

At the end of the Second World War through 
to the 1960s a lot of German companies 
moved to the American district in order to 
have the benefit of the label ‘Made in USA’.12  
At the same time new toy companies in 
Germany and Australia started to use new 
materials such as nylon and dralon for the 
production of the teddy bear. In 1948 the 
company ‘Wendy Boston’ got the first patent 
for fixed eyes. At the beginning of 19�0 
companies used particular noses for teddy 
bears without pin-joints and the teddy was 
stuffed with foam rubber.13

Whilst teddy companies were influenced 
at first from newspaper, books and radio 
stations, from the 1960’s they were influenced 
by television and cinema. In 1960 the first 
television teddy bear was created, Yogi-
Bear. In 19�6 the author Alan Alexander 
Milne had created the little Bear Winnie the 
Pooh as the central character of a children’s 
book. The story was written for his little son 
Christopher Robin Milne. Alan Alexander 
Milne used the cuddly toy of his son as basis 
for his book. The main focus, the bear Pooh, 
is described as a docile, forgetful bear, who 
likes to write poems in his free time and who 
fell in love with honey.14

At the end of the 1960’s came the 
introduction of cheap imports from East 
Asia. A number of leading toy companies 
had to close such as Schuco, J.K. Farnell, 
Chiltern, Chad Valley and Wendy Boston as 
a result of cheaper versions of the teddy bear 
being imported.

In 1970 some of the US-Doll-Designers 
started to use the teddy bear as artwork. In 
197� Paddington Bear, who the story goes 
hailed from Patagonia, was introduced as a 
cuddly toy. In 1980 came a new innovation, a 
teddy bear with a battery inserted in his body. 
For example the teddy could move his face to 
a radio play. Furthermore some teddies were 
created with a head made of plastic. A teddy 
bear that could move to a lullaby was new as 

well at this time.

In 1980 the teddy bear developed in two 
ways. One way was the toy teddy and the 
other was a ‘Bear artist’. In 1984 there was 
a new paper especially for bear artists called 
‘Teddy Bear and Friends’.

From 1980 the company ‘Steiff’ issued the 
first replica of one of the teddies. In 198� 
Merrythought issued a special edition teddy 
which became a collector’s item.15

In 1983 the first Club for bear collectors 
in the United States (California) called 
‘B.E.A.R.’ (Bear Enthusiasts All Round 
Collectors Club) was established. The first 
teddy shop was opened in England in 1984. 
Germany (Berlin) opened the first Teddy 
Bear Museum in 1986. At the beginning of 
the 1990’s the number of teddy bear ‘friends’ 
grew. During this time there were also teddy 
bear exhibitions and a big Steiff festival in 
Germany (Gingen).16

1.President of the United States from 1901-1909  

2.Günther Pfeiffer von Heel, 125 Jahre Steiff Firmengeschichte. 
Die Margarete Steiff GmbH, 2005, S. 22 ff.

3.Rosemarie Straub: Eine Reise in die Welt der Puppen und 
Teddybären, 2007, S.60 ff

4.Vgl. Günther Pfeiffer von Heel, 125 Jahre Steiff 
Firmengeschichte. Die Margarete Steiff GmbH, 2005, S. 20 ff.

5.ebenda

6.Vgl. Martin Hoppe: Hessen und ihre Teddybären, Band 3, 2008, 
S. 5 ff

7.Vgl. Rosemarie Straub: Eine Reise in die Welt der Puppen und 
Teddybären, 2007, S.61

8.http://www.steffi-line.de/archiv_text/Baeren_Interessantes/
teddy_historie.htm

9.ebenda

10.Günther Pfeiffer von Heel, 125 Jahre Steiff Firmengeschichte. 
Die Margarete Steiff GmbH, 2005, S. 22 ff.

11.The Independent (November 6, 2006). ‘Rupert Bear gets 21st 
Century makeover’

12.Bigger part of south Germany: metropolitan area: for 
example:Stuttgart, Heilbronn, Ulm, Karlsruhe, Heidelberg, 
Mannheim and Pforzheim. Furthermore in the north of Germany 
Bremen and Bremerhaven and the south of Berlin.

13.Rosemarie Straub: Eine Reise in die Welt der Puppen und 
Teddybären, 2007, S.58 ff

14.A.A. Milne: Winnie-the-Pooh, 1954

15.Günther Pfeiffer von Heel, 125 Jahre Steiff Firmengeschichte. 
Die Margarete Steiff GmbH, 2005, S. 58 ff.

16.http://www.familion.de/steiff-sommer-2010-T4907.html
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neW aCQuISITIonS 
anD ConTeXTual 
InFormaTIon

by Helen Jackman

It is always exciting to see the range of items 
offered to the museum, and a small selection 
of recent acquisitions provides a flavour of the 
diverse range of artefacts now in our care.    

The donation of forty Ordnance Survey 
maps, scale 1:��00 and published in the 
1960’s, covers the whole of our catchment 
area from Marsh Green to Penshurst and 
Crockham Hill to Cowden.   These have 
added substantially to our map collection 
which now comprises nearly �00 items, many 
originals.  Where we hold copies the originals 
can usually be found at the Kent County 
Record Office.  Our collection  includes O/S 
maps dating from the 1890’s; copies of local 
tithe maps; estate and farm plans dating 
from the 18thC and architectural drawings 
of private and public buildings.   These 
cartographic sources are invaluable for house 
and local history research and planning and 
legal purposes.  The maps are also proving a 
useful resource for family history researchers, 
who prefer to find the location of the birth of 
an ancestor on a map contemporary with the 
date. 

A map grid reference is essential contextual 
information for archaeological finds such 
as coinage.   Whilst we cannot lay claim to 
any Roman coins we were pleased to receive 
a second coin found in close proximity to 
the Roman Road  near Den Cross.   This is 
a bronze coin from the reign of George 11, 
stamped 1743 and found at Broomsmead 
Farm .  Our first donation from the area 
came from an experienced metal detectorist, 
found at Grid 448446, �ins deep, and was a 
hammered silver coin possibly Elizabeth 1st.  
One wonders how many more will come to 
light along this track in the future. 

Our clothing collection has benefitted from 

the donation of a hand made, cotton twill 
farm smock of 19�0’s vintage and associated 
with The Priors, Cowden.   This provides 
a link with the rural life of the time and 
compliments our shepherd’s smock of the 
1890’s purported to have belonged to Tom 
Knight of Edenbridge, 

Two side plates stamped WMC Four Elms, 
estimated to be from the 1930’s, provide an 
interesting link with the local community 
through the Working Mens’ Club in the 
village.   Similarly a more modern acquisition 
has been a Kodak Brownie camera, vintage 
1960 complete with case and a selection of 
Photoflash bulbs.

So often it is the accompanying story that 
brings objects alive when put on display.  A 
good example, associated with an important 
event in national history, was the donation 

of an army clasp 
knife, stamped 
with the mark of 
the War Office, 
1940. This was 
accompanied by a 
fascinating human 
story played out on 

Edenbridge station at the end of the war. 

Donations come from around the world 
and we were very grateful to receive from 
Australia four postcards of Crockham 
Hill in the 19�0’s.   These are addressed 
to a Mrs Lailey of Oxted and include a 
delightful picture of a group of school 
children gathered outside Crockham Hill 
Village school. These have joined our rapidly 
expanding photographic archive along with 
a recently accessioned batch of photographs 
highlighting the activities of the children at 
Stangrove Park School in the 1980’s, a happy 
reminder of a school that had a short life.    

As the collection develops it is rewarding 
to see how new material can create new 
associations and enrich the contextual 
information, but the need for donors to 
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supply as much information as possible about 
the provenance of gifts is essential.  A greater 
understanding of what we hold helps to 
enliven our displays, extend our educational 
activities and support the interests of our 
visitors.  

Our map collection would benefit from more 
detailed cataloguing and the preparation of 
an index to assist researchers.  If any of our 
members have an enthusiasm for maps, or 
know someone who may be able to help 
please tell the Curator - we would welcome 
the involvement. 

bougH beeCH 1818
We get many responses via our website, www.evmt.org.uk, this one is very interesting and so far 
we have been unable to identify the inn. One suggestion we had is that it may have been located 
in the part of the village which is now under the reservoir?

Dear Sir/Madam

I found your details on-line and thought you might be interested to see the attached image of a 
watercolour by Robert Hills drawn in 1818. I am including it in my forthcoming exhibition of English 
watercolours - I realize that it might be too expensive for you to consider acquiring but I also wondered 
whether you might be able to help with identifying the Inn shown? An inscription on the reverse says 
it is a view at Bowbeech or Bough Beech near Chiddingstone and it looks like it might be called the 
White Lion.

Any help you can give would be much appreciated.

Kind regards,
Guy Peppiatt 

Guy Peppiatt Fine Art Ltd
6 Mason’s Yard Duke St., 

St. James’s, London SW1Y 6BU
www.peppiattfineart.co.uk
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STuarT 
SaunDerS
1930 – 2011

It is with great sadness that 
we have to report that Stuart 
Saunders passed away at the 
beginning of the year after a 
long and bravely born battle 
with cancer. His smiling 
face and joyful laugh and his 
willingness to take on so many 
tasks at the museum will be 
sadly missed. He was also 
our first and to this date only 
webmaster. 

When Cad Cust offered to train a volunteer 
in the intricacies of looking after a website, 
in �003 a relatively new phenomenon to 
most of us, Stuart was the only candidate. 
In the early days of web design we did not 
have the ready made ‘fill it in yourself ’ type 
of software. Cad had written the programme 
for ours and  taught Stuart to understand 
it and update our news on a regular basis. 
Our museum was one of the first to have a 
website and many of our visitors have found 
us through it. Alan Dell instigated its creation 
and sponsored the costs.

In 199�, when the Edenbridge and District 
Historical Society mounted their large and 
very successful exhibition to celebrate 100 
of the Parish Council, Stuart and Brenda 
put together displays on the Cattle Market 
in Edenbridge and the Local Weather. This 
exhibition was the one that set the seal on the 
idea that the area should have a museum. 

When the museum steering group was set up 
and a research team was formed Stuart and 
Brenda joined the team to help locate the 
many objects and their histories that were 
needed to flesh out the displays. They ended 
up working all hours during the run up to 
opening. Brenda was making costumes, Mr 

Seyliard’s, in particular and Stuart was on 
the main building team that constructed the 
platforms and backdrops and installed all the 
screens and graphics panels. Then, together 
all dressed up for the occasion, they led the 
opening parade carrying the banner that 
announced the arrival of the ‘Eden Valley 
Museum, a project for the millennium and 
beyond’.

They both went on to join the cataloguing 
group, lead by Helen Jackman who said 
“It is difficult to pinpoint just how big his 
contribution was to the museum – somehow 
everyone felt better when we had Stuart 
on board. Not one for accolades he was 
always there offering his time and skills in 
a constructive and supportive way whether 
making the mulled wine for the Christmas 
event or using his considerable research 
skills. His sense of fun added a great deal to 
the dynamics of the cataloguing group and 
as the only man we particularly valued his 
expertise whenever we were faced with a piece 
of unidentifiable metal or machinery. His 
accurate descriptions of many of these objects 
will be there long into the future”. 

Stuart also helped with the temporary 
exhibitions that are a regular feature of 
our programme. I shall always remember 
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the many hours of sometimes frustrating 
work that he undertook with such good 
humour and patience sorting the hundreds 
of photographs and stories that we included 
in ‘Doing Our Bit’ WW� memories in �00� 
and then for ‘Schooldays’ three years later. 

Stuart was born on October 10th 1930 
in a nursing home in Newington Green. 
London. He described himself as the chubby 
son of Stanley Alban and Edith Catherine 
Saunders. His father was chauffeur to a 
spinster lady, Miss Henrietta Louisa Hay 
who had dwellings in London and Scotland. 
This meant that his father had to go with 
his employer when she went away for the 
summer so he took his family with him. 
Stuart therefore attended schools in London 
and Scotland swapping between the two on 
a regular basis. When WW� broke out they 
were in Scotland where Miss Hay chose to 
stay for the duration of the war. Stuart and 
his mother stayed on with her when his father 
was called up and joined the RAF. 

Following his education at Peebles High 
School Stuart took a job as an insurance clerk 
at Adelaide House in London. Following 
his National Service in the RAF at Sutton 
Coldfield he worked with a firm of shipping 
and forwarding agents. He might have been 
spotted, in the early 19�0s, riding to the 
docks on his Lambretta scooter. Later in his 
career he joined a small imports company 
where he worked until it was forced to close. 
He was �9 and not ready for retirement so he 
became a self-employed gardener which he 
worked at happily until he was 68.

Stuart and Brenda were married in 1960 
and they have � children, Ian and Jane and � 
grandchildren to whom I am sure you will all 
join me in sending our sympathy on their sad 
loss. 

J.T.H.
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