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Front cover picture: The POW needlework box loaned by Peggy Leppard - see page 23 
Courtesy of Stuart McGregor / EVMT

Back cover picture: Fairfield, Hever Road, Edenbridge 
Courtesy of Joanna Wade / EVMT

2010 Programme
The following list provides members with a flavour of the exhibitions, events and fundraising 
activities currently in the planning stage for our anniversary year - 2010. Details of other 
events, yet to be confirmed, will be sent out to members during the course of the year.

3 February Museum opens after winter break with a new display of items discovered   
  during the construction of the relief road and more objects from our fascinating  
  collection.

3 February Exhibition: Service above Self – Celebrating the 40th Anniversary of the   
  Rotary Club of Edenbridge. Runs until 30th May.

8 May  Free guided walk of the Historic Centre of Edenbridge. Starts 2pm at the   
  museum.

14 May Museums at Night (tbc)

2 June   Exhibition: History of Doggetts Farmhouse – the story down the years. Runs  
  until 2 October.

7 June   Edenbridge Rotary Festival – museum stand.

12 June Free guided walk of the Historic Centre of Edenbridge. Starts 2pm at the   
  museum.

12 June Investigate the Ancient Greeks - Educational Activity for children age 7 – 11  
  years - 1pm – 4pm – Booking necessary. Charge tbc

26 June   Eden Valley Museum 10th Anniversary
  Teddies and Toys Valuation Day.
  Teddy Bears’ Picnic

10 July Free guided walk of the Historic Centre of Edenbridge. Starts 2pm at the   
  museum.

18 July Bore Place Open Day – museum stand.

14 August Free guided walk of the Historic Centre of Edenbridge. Starts 2pm at the   
  museum.

11 September Heritage Open Days and Michaelmas Fayre.

  Free guided walk of the Historic Centre of Edenbridge. Starts 2pm at the   
  museum. 

6 October Exhibition: Guides 100th Anniversary. Runs until 18th.  

12 November  WW2 Evening and Beaufighter Crash in Edenbridge Talk and Display.

December Members Evening. Date tba

December High Street Christmas Event. Date tba 

18 December Museum closes for the winter break.
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From THe eDITor
Michael St. Clair Hannah 

It is considered bad form to ‘blow one’s 
own trumpet’, so it is gratifying when we 
receive an accolade from another historical 
publication.  In this case, the Journal of 
Kent History reviewed our last issue and 
commented “This Newsletter is rather 
more than that, since it not only reports 
on recent, current and planned activities – 
talks, visits, exhibitions, number of visitors 
to the excellent museum, Trust 
matters and so on – but also 
presents three interesting 
articles.................Add to 
this some well-produced 
old photographs mostly of 
Edenbridge to pore over and 
you have an attractive and 
useful publication.”
By way of a small digression 
have you ever wondered 
about the etymology of  
the expression ‘to blow 
one’s own trumpet’? My trusty 
Brewer’s gives the following 
explanation “The allusion is to 
HERALDS , who used to announce 
the knights who entered a list 
with a flourish of trumpets.”  
A classic example of how 
activities rooted in the  past  
reach out to influence our 
present day language.

In this issue the feature articles range 
over wide subject matters from the start of 
a series about shops in Edenbridge High 
Street, to an article about the discovery of 
a very old pair of shoes,  then a general 
look at how the railways have served the 
locality since the mid-nineteenth century.  
We hope you enjoy them,  if you do please 
write and let us know (or you can e-mail us 
at curator@evmt.org.uk) .  We would also 
love to hear from anybody who would like 
to contribute to the next issue, or if you have 
any suggestions about subjects that may be 
covered in forthcoming issues.

The photograph on the back page features 
an old, and very decrepit, house called 
‘Fairfield’ on the Hever Road.  We will 
be including an interesting article on the 
history of the place in our next issue.  In 
the meantime, maybe the photograph will 
stimulate imaginations about what might 
have happened in Fairfield in times past.  
Incidentally, if any of our readers have any 
information about the history of the place, 
and why it now stands derelict, we will be 
thrilled to hear from you.

We are always keen to 
include features about 
surrounding villages.  

So if you live in any of 
the above places and have 

an interesting story to tell 
– perhaps about your house 

or a personal history, 
please let us know and 
we will include your piece 

in forthcoming issues of 
Museum News.

It was intended for this issue to 
be published in November 
2009, but as we were 

about to go to press, we 
learned that EVM was to 
be included as one of the 

participating museums 
in the BBC series “A 
History of the World”.  

We are very excited to 
have been asked to contribute 

to this unique partnership 
between the BBC, British Museum and 
museums across the UK, and wanted to 
share the details with our readers.  See P.5 
for the full story. 

Finally, to let our readers know about a 
small change we have made to the content 
of Museum News.  Because we only publish 
this magazine twice a year, it can sometimes 
be off-putting to include ‘time sensitive’ 
items which, in some cases have already 
taken place.   In future, such items will be 
published in Volunteer News.  
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a HIsTory oF THe WorlD 
In THe garDen oF 
englanD
It is very exciting to announce that this 
box is being featured as one of the top 
ten objects from Kent Museums entered 
in a nationwide project being run by the 
British Museum and the BBC. One hundred 
objects from the British Museum are to be 
featured in Radio 4 programmes. A website 
is displaying objects from the regions and 
this is where you will find our box. What a 
wonderful way to start celebrating our 10th 
year. 

Our display features items from the 
collection that expand the story. and 
documents relating to the Women’s Land 
Army. We hope that we may be able to find 
out more about Christoph during the year. 
The display of WW2 items in the Lower 
Hall has changed and expanded. THe PoW  

neeDleWork box
The needlework box, pictured on our front 
cover, was made by Christoph, a German 
prisoner of war. It was the first object to be 
accessioned into the Museum’s collection.

Christoph (we do not know his surname) 
had been captured in Russia, sent to 
America, then transported back to a PoW 
camp in Tonbridge, Kent. 

Christmas 1946 saw the lifting of the ban 
on fraternisation between the British and 
German prisoners of war so Christoph 
went with a colleague, Herman, to live on 
Stonewall Home Farm in Chiddingstone 
Hoath, Kent.  co
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Christoph working at Stonewall Home Farm
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Mr Robinson was the tenant farmer who 
employed them. Mrs Bean in the village 
fed them in the day, whilst at night they had 
their supper with the Land Girls and slept in 
the attic.

At Stonewall Home Farm they worked 
alongside Peggy Chapman from Leyton 
in London . She had been working in a 
London office when the war broke out. In 
1944 she was recruited into the Women’s 
Land Army. It was a big change from office 
girl to land girl but farming was to become 
her life when she married Walter Leppard, 
a local farmer in 1949. She has lived in the 
area ever since. 

She went to work for Mr Robinson at 
Stonewall Home Farm on 29th October 
1945. She remembers helping to try and 
get the corn in. The harvest had been very 
late due to wet weather and much of it had 
been spoiled.  There she met Christoph 
and Herman, two prisoners of war who had 
been working alongside other prisoners on 
the threshing machines. Peggy had to milk 
60 cows twice a day. 

Christoph was a farmer before the war and 
Peggy remembers they didn’t have to teach 
him how to milk cows!  He was not married 
but had a girlfriend at home in Germany. He 
was probably in his mid twenties.  

From their very different backgrounds 
they were all working to ensure the British 
people didn’t run out of food after WW2. 
The farmer gave ‘the boys’ pocket money 
which they handed over to Peggy to buy 
‘civvie’ clothes for them at Walthamstow 
Market. 

The box was given to Peggy at Christmas 
in 1948.  Christoph new she was getting 
married in January the following year. She 
wonders if he had wanted it to be a wedding 
present as well. She always used it, as he 
had intended, for her to keep her sewing 
things in.

She thinks the box was probably made in 
the Oast House at the farm because Les 
Waghorn, Mr Robinson’s son in law, was a 
carpenter and kept his wood there. 

Peggy Chapman (Leppard) in uniform.
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Peggy Chapman (Leppard) on the right  
with Women’s Land Army colleagues in Torquay
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Were you beIng serveD?
Edenbridge High Street:  
Past and Present
by Kay Wilson
The museum archive contains a survey of 
businesses in Edenbridge High Street. It was 
originally compiled in 1997, together with a 
set of specially commissioned photographs 
for an exhibition mounted by Jane Higgs, to 
promote the museum. Having lived in the 
High Street for over 50 years and grown 
up in a household with a small business, 
I volunteered to update the information. 
The aim of the project is to compile a 
comprehensive list of High Street buildings 
and occupants from 1851 to the present 
day using various sources, including trade 
directories, advertisements, old photographs, 
phone books, electoral registers and word 
of mouth. So, if anyone has any information 
regarding the buildings that line the High 
Street, please get in touch. 

 Research to date has unearthed all sorts of 
interesting occupations, from a bird stuffer 
to a false teeth maker, and two properties in 
particular highlight the variety of trades that 
have found their home in the High Street. 
The first of these is number 132 High Street, 
the last building on the west side of the 
road now known as Red Dog Motorcycles 
Ltd. On the face of it an ordinary looking 
Victorian front, this shop once housed a 
partnership that built and raced motorcycles 
in the 1950s and 1960s. 

The earliest recorded commercial use for 
the premises at 132 is on the 1841 census 
which lists a blacksmiths run by William 
Winter and later by his widow. In c1861 it 
became a grocer and bakery run by John 
Winter, William’s son and one-time Clerk 
to the Parish Council. After John’s death in 
1893, his son William continued running 
the business until 1917. Robert Keyte, the 
new owner, ran it as a grocers from c1921-
1930. Teresa, Robert’s wife, continued 
the business after his death until 1966. I 
remember as a child entering the shop and 
seeing the row of glass lidded biscuit tins 
along the front of the long counter.

A motor cycle shop followed in the late 
1960s. ‘Monty and Ward’ was opened 
by Geoff Monty, whose partnership with 
Dudley Ward began in the 1940s when both 
had built and successfully raced their own 

bikes. Geoff had raced alongside 
champion John Surtees in the 1958 
350cc Grand Prix season. They 
went on to build a motorcycle 
business, firstly at Kingston-upon-
Thames and then at Twickenham 
before Geoff opened the shop 
in Edenbridge. One of their 
innovations was a rear suspension 
conversion for rigid frames. 

In 1976, Geoff Monty sponsored 
a Suzuki RE5 known as the 
‘Doodle Bug’. It was raced by Ray 
Battersby and John Wilkinson for 
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600 miles round the Cadwell Park circuit 
in Lincolnshire. The Doodle Bug could 
later be seen standing in the Edenbridge 
shop. After Geoff retired to Cornwall, the 
business continued under the new ownership 
of ‘Red Dog’, run by a group of enthusiasts.

From the heady world of speed to our 
second property, a chapel built as a refuge 
for non-conformists. Now a community 
centre known as ‘Bridges’, it is situated 
on the west side of the street, three doors 
south of Paydens. The red-brick building 
was originally built in 1808 as an ‘Ebenezer 
Chapel’ by the Calvinist, Mr Tyler, on land 
south of the Town Cage. The Cage was a 
lock-up for local criminals and was still in 
use in 1870. William left the ground and 
chapel to four trustees in order that:

“[…] independent protestant dissenters 
as may choose to resort thereto for which 
purpose my will is that such Chapel shall 
be kept open as a place of worship for the 
reception of any Minister who shall preach 
the true Gospel of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ.”
(Extract from the Last Will & Testament of 
William Tyler)  
The first pastor was Mr Payton who 
remained in the position until his death in 
1828 when Thomas Chandler became the 
pastor for many years. Visitors to Bridges 

can see a memorial plaque to him on 
the south wall and a trip to Edenbridge 
churchyard will reveal his gravestone 
alongside the main path. 

Sunday services at the Chapel began at 
11am and continued until 3pm with a 
break for lunch which always consisted of 
sandwiches brought from home and a cup 
of tea made in the Chapel’s small kitchen. 
Hymns were sung not to an organ but to a 
tuning fork! After Pastor Chandler’s death, 
the chapel had a succession of ‘Supplies’ 
[sic] preachers. The last Ebenezer service 
was the funeral of life-time member 
George Wells in 1987. By this time, the 
congregation had dwindled and a few non-
denominational Sunday afternoon services 
continued until 1992.

The trustees of the charity known as 
Bridges began negotiations to purchase the 
building in 1993. Bridges was set up by five 
local churches in and around the Edenbridge 
area and they developed the chapel into 
a meeting place for the community. The 
chapel re-opened its doors in 1994 and now 
houses a thriving café where people can buy 
a coffee or light lunch served by a group 
of volunteers. Several town groups have 
taken advantage of the centre’s facilities and 
although no longer a refuge, the building 
continues to serve as a meeting place for 
like-minded people.

Bridges Bridges when it was still an Ebenezer Chapel - 1960
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THe greaT mIgraTIon
Exhibition June 27th to December 19th
14th century and 20th century history were 
represented by our main exhibitions last 
year. The Great Migration or the arrival 
of many thousands of Londoners into 
Edenbridge was a significant moment in 
20th century history for this area. This 
exhibition has told the story of how this 
came about and the effects it had on the 
people who made the move down here. 

I used the 1954 Public Enquiry as the spring 
board for telling the story of this great 
movement of people from our capital city to 
a rural community.  Photographs, maps, film 
and personal stories made up the contents of 
the display. The viewer could take a look at 
the farming and rural activities which were 
taking place when the newcomers arrived. 
A series of interviews carried out by Kathy 
Staff and me with many of the original 
arrivals gives a fascinating picture of the 
hopes and expectations they all came with. 

Oral history recording was possible because 
of a gift from West Kent Extra of a new 
digital recorder. Minidisk technology, which 
we started with ten years ago, is now almost 
obsolete! It would be worthwhile to carry 
on with recordings for the archive on this 
subject as we did not go into how the locals 
felt. Any offers? 

The opening event on Saturday 27th June 
which was attended by members and guests 
who included those who had contributed 
material and stories for the exhibition 
was very enjoyable and blessed with good 
weather. The Edenbridge Town Band played 
in the courtyard and Clive Pearman, Deputy 
Chairman of the Town Council opened the 
proceedings for us.   

The exhibition will be transferred to book 
form for future viewing.

A transcript of the Public Enquiry can be 
viewed at the Centre for Kentish Studies in 
Maidstone.
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Above and below: Stangrove Estate
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Christmas party for staff children at Walkers

Right: Dot Quy and family
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Mr Beach (L) and foreman, Mr Mason at Walkers

Pictures donated for the 
exhibition all c.1960
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CuraTors’ Columns
From the Hon. Curator Jane Higgs
‘Schooldays’ gallery version with a 
grant from K&MMDS
A grant from the Kent & Medway Museum 
Development Service enabled us to purchase 
materials to improve the accessibility to all 
the information that is gathered together 
for exhibitions. New table-top display 
boards were purchased and they have 
already had several outings to promotional 
events and outreach groups. Alison Staff 
has transferred the entire ‘Schooldays’ 
exhibition to 18 folders and they are 
permanently available to view in the Lower 
Hall. The grant also covered the cost of 
buying sufficient acid free protective folders 
for all our maps.  

Planning for the Future and 
Exhibitions.
Our guest exhibitions have enabled me to 
take a break from exhibition preparation and 
I have been attending to returning items that 
have been on loan to us. There is also work 
to be done to plan for the next ten years, 
with many features around the museum 
needing replacement or updating. Grant 
funding will have to be sought for this and 
this entails a lot of planning and paperwork. 

The next in-house exhibition will be the 
history of Doggetts Farmhouse for our 10th 
birthday. 

Thank you to our wonderful team.
Once again I should like to thank our 
wonderful loyal band of helpers, older and 
newer, who help to make it all happen. 
Some of them have been or are studying for 
qualifications. I should like to congratulate 
Claire Donithorn on her BA in Landscape 
Studies (Archaeology) from Sussex 
University and wish Lyn Layland lots of 
luck for her studies on the Correspondence 
Course with the Institute of Heraldic and 
Genealogical Studies in Canterbury.  The 
museum will gain from their success and 
they can practice what they learn at the 
museum. Our good wishes go to Ken 
and Ann Cox who retired from museum 
duty having been with us since before 
the opening in 2000 and to Membership 
Secretary, Pat Crocker who has retired 
from the post this year.  We have been 
very fortunate to find a replacement for her 
immediately and welcome Ashley Morris to 
our team.

Edenbridge Hight Street c.1880  
Doggetts Farmhouse in the centre

The new-table top display boards
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This picture of some sportsmen in Smarts Hill has been 
puzzling us. What sport are they taking part in – is it cycling? 

Can anyone throw any light on this, please?  Were they members 
of a local team?
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From the Deputy Hon. Curator 
Joan Varley
The Royal Connections and Six ‘Lord’ 
Mayors exhibitions (in 2009) proved 
popular with both locals and visitors to 
Edenbridge. Along with the ‘Century of 
Music’ – Town Band display, and of course 
the Great Migration exhibition – there was a 
wealth of new information, objects, models 
and especially images for our visitors to 
enjoy. The ever-changing exhibitions greatly 
help to attract repeat visitors – and not just 
those that live in the area. In the autumn, 
visitors enjoyed a major guest exhibition 
by the Edenbridge Afternoon Women’s 
Institute. 90 Glorious Years celebrated their 
90th Anniversary and charted the start of 
the WI Movement from Stoney Creek in 
Canada in 1897, to its beginnings in Wales 
in 1915, and on to Edenbridge in 1919. 

Last year we welcomed several groups to 
the museum, mostly resulting from personal 
recommendations. Following a quiet 
summer, the London Appreciation Society 
visited on Heritage Open Days and enjoyed 
guided walks of the town and guided tours 

Acquisitions
The start of the project to photograph 
the collection has meant that I have 
been looking at the complete list of 
objects that we have in the collection. 
It shows that the collection is top 
heavy on books and documents and 
could be improved by more objects 
coming in. 

The photographic collection grows 
and grows and sometimes a real gem 
comes in like this very old picture of 
the southern end of Edenbridge High 
Street which we are still trying to date 
correctly.

(L) Justin Martin-Lawrence as Richard (Dick) Whittington, (R) 
Leader of Edenbridge Town Council, Jill Davison and Dick’s 

cat (Jane Higgs) at the official opening of the Six ‘Lord’ Mayors 
Exhibition, April 2009.

Lucy and 
Jasmin Perry 
enjoyed the 

face-painting 
experience at 
the opening 
of the Six 

‘Lord’ Mayors 
exhibition in 
April 2009.

co
ur

te
sy

 o
f J

oa
n 

Va
rl

ey
 / 

EV
M

T
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f J
oa

n 
Va

rl
ey

 / 
EV

M
T

Give the Eden Valley Museum a birthday present and help to keep us here for 
another 10 years! Get your friends, relatives, neighbours and colleagues to join 

the Trust.
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of the Parish Church by the Vicar, Stephen 
Mitchell. The following Saturday, a group of 
East End local history enthusiasts enjoyed 
a talk by Alan Layland about his ‘Great 
Migration’ experience before visiting the 
museum. The following Friday, Jane was on 
duty until after midnight whilst a group of 
original Stangrove Park and Spitals Cross 
residents enjoyed a ‘knees-up’ in Rickards 
Hall and tours of the museum. Whilst 
most group visits are booked in advance, 
we occasionally receive unexpected 
groups, especially on a weekend, when 
coach companies drop their passengers in 
Edenbridge for a break before going on to 
Hever or continuing their mystery tour. Our 
museum assistants on duty on those days 
are to be congratulated for coping with such 
situations.

In June we welcomed visitors to a fun and 
informative talk by costume historian, Jean 
Bruce on the history of underwear from 
1850 to 1920s – Knickers and Things! Jean 
returned in November for a follow up talk 
on the history of underwear from 1930 to 
21st century – Knickers and Thongs!

Outreach activities also attracted young and 
old alike. Jane Higgs, along with a group of 
willing volunteers – Barbara Hale, David 
Davies and Jane and Brian More, ‘manned’ 
the Museum stand at the Bore Place open 
day in July. In August, Joan Varley and 
Margaret Pocock took part in a West Kent 
Extra Play Day in Stangrove Park, offering 
activities such as ‘brass’ rubbing, colouring 
in and drawing, all on a Tudor theme. We 
shared the task with the National Trust 
from Knole who contributed braiding and 
plaiting activities. From children to senior 
citizens. Joan Varley and Anna Griffin gave 
a talk about the museum to a ‘Stepping Out’ 
group at the Baptist Church Hall in Bessels 
Green – they also took along some of our 
travelling exhibitions, including the recently 
dismantled Six Lord Mayors, Hurricane 
Havoc and Were You Being Served? We 
were warmly welcomed and they are now 
planning a group visit to the museum in 
2010. 

Members of the London Appreciation Society returning from 
their walk with guide Barbara Hale and helper Sheila Summers-

Asquez. Heritage Open Days September 2009.

Guest Speaker, Jean Bruce, dressing Joan during 
the Knickers and Things talk in June.

co
ur

te
sy

 o
f J

an
e 

H
ig

gs
 / 

EV
M

T

co
ur

te
sy

 o
f J

oa
n 

Va
rl

ey
 / 

EV
M

T

Guest Speaker, Jean Bruce and Barbara Wilson, at the the 
Knickers and Thongs talk in November, holding up a section 

of British parachute silk from WW2, material from which was 
used to make ladies underwear.
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PICnIC on THe green.
An interview with Alan Layland who 
arrived in Edenbridge in 1967 from 
Dulwich.
“One of the main reasons I moved to 
Edenbridge was because I was living in 
a flat with my wife and small baby in a 
large Victorian house in Underhill Road, 
Dulwich. The flat was in the roof – an 
attic flat. It was quite small and there was 
no garden. It was the only place we could 
afford. There was no chance of buying a 
house in London at that time. 
I think the rent was about 
£2.10s a week (Two pounds 
ten shillings = £2.50) and 
our weekly income was less 
than £20 a week. The idea of 
saving up and buying a house 
was out of the question. I 
came from a fairly big family, 
6 of us and no way could 
my parents have helped us 
financially. 

I was working in the Old Kent 
Road in a small workshop, 
a converted car showroom. 
I had been there for a couple 
of years as an electrical panel 
wireman – wiring up electrical 
control equipment. I had a skill – I had done 
an apprenticeship. 

One day the manager announced that we 
needed to move out of that building and at 
the time the GLC were offering small firms 
units just out of London. Down Fircroft Way 
there were a dozen small units which were 
owned by the GLC – small companies that 
needed to move out of London could go 
there for a preferential rent – so they were 
encouraging small companies to move to 
places like Edenbridge.

The units we moved into were opposite the 
bottle factory. At that time Fircroft Way 
ended there. There was nothing beyond – no 
housing estate, it was open fields. I arrived 
before the houses! The promise from the 

GLC was that if people travelled to work 
from London to Edenbridge for a certain 
amount of time – say 1 year to 18 months 
- then housing would become available. 

The company I worked for was 
A.J.Whettons. After a few years they 
expanded and went somewhere else. I got 
another job in Edenbridge. I have never been 
out of work here. I was made redundant 
a couple of times. My next job was with 
Special Panels, again electrical switch gear. 
I think they had come from Mitcham, small 
firms were clamouring for those units.

So it was a good opportunity 
to get a nice house – at that 
time a house on its own with 
a garden was very attractive 
to us.  About 6 months 
afterwards we were told that 
they were going to build a 
new estate and that houses 
would be available there. 
Then we got a letter from the 
GLC, within a few months 
saying there was a house 
available. I couldn’t work 
this out because the houses 
hadn’t been built yet!  But 
they said there was another 
housing estate in Edenbridge, 
Stangrove Park and there was 

a house available there. 

I was travelling back and forward from 
London and finding it very difficult because 
at the time the only form of transport we 
could afford was a motorbike and sidecar. 
My lasting memory was travelling to work 
down Biggin Hill – almost out of control 
– it wasn’t very nice – especially during the 
winter months. Anyway we were offered a 
house in Cedar Drive. 

When we were offered it we had to go and 
look round.  We were very impressed it was 
a nice house – it had 3 bedrooms and a little 
garden at the back – something we could 
never get in London. No chance of renting 
or buying a house like that – you would 
never be able to afford it. When my wife 

Copy of Mr Layland’s 1967-8  
GLC Housing Dept. Rent Card
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came to look at the house I remember 
meeting her and having a picnic on 
the green – in the middle of a housing 
estate! We probably wouldn’t dream of 
doing that nowadays. Most of it’s been 
covered for car parking. We got a few 
funny looks however we thought we 
were in the country and that’s what you 
do – in the middle of a housing estate 
didn’t seem quite right did it?

So we moved from the flat in East 
Dulwich and the first thing I did – I 
remember this…from a social point of 
view – I joined the darts team at the 
King & Queen. Len Jones and his wife 
were running it at the time. If you joined the 
darts team you join a league and get to see 
the surrounding areas, it used to take us to 
Mark Beech, Bough Beech, places I would 
never have dreamt of going to and part of 
the darts team were very local people. Some 
of them were the ‘Old Edenbridge’ people. 
They used to take the mickey out of us as 
townies and all the rest of it but we took the 
mickey out of them as being carrots – it was 
quite nice really – I never met any hostility 
of any sort. I even met a chap living a few 
doors away who knew my father from 
working in the docks in London. 

The first thing that worried me about 
moving into the country – because that’s 
how we saw it – was the big family I was 
leaving behind in the Old Kent Road, 
Peckham and Dulwich area. I’d never been 
used to being away. The thought of being 
away from the family unit  was a bit scary. I 
had got married very young. I thought very 
seriously about moving however having 
young children it convinced me that they 
would never have the environment which 
we could have in Edenbridge – there were 
trees, there was greenery where they could 
play out safely you would never have got 
that where I lived in London and it’s only 30 
miles away! 

My children were the first children to go to 
Stangrove Park Primary School, which isn’t 
there any more. When my first daughter 
went there – I joined the Parent Teacher 

Association. Socially that was quite a nice 
mix and got us out and about.  

Then the nice thing about it was we had 
the opportunity to buy the house. We never 
thought we would actually own a house – it 
was the first step on the housing ladder and 
they used to sell them at reduced costs, so if 
you had lived in it for about 4 or 5 years you 
had a percentage of the cost of the property. 
Our house cost the enormous sum of £6400! 
My biggest worry was being able to afford a 
mortgage at £11 a week.

I never wanted to move back to London. 
I don’t know why that was – I was a born 
Londoner but I just felt it wasn’t for me. An 
old friend of mine used to come and visit 
me on regular occasions – I went to school 
with him.  Within 2 years, or a bit longer as 
they had built the Spitals Cross Estate, he 
and his family moved out there. They just 
enjoyed coming to Edenbridge and when 
they realised that the housing estate was 
going up his father got a job in a company 
called Cowlings, Cowling Signs, as a 
storeman and his family moved out here. I 
don’t remember anyone moving back.  

They had the Tannery Christmas Savings 
Club which you used to put a £1 a week into 
to save up for Christmas and they ran that 
from the King & Queen pub. I always got 
on with the locals. In a funny sort of way 
I found their humour was very similar to 
Londoners.”

The classroom at Stangrove Park Primary School
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eDenbrIDge anD THe 
Four  raIlWay eras

by Michael St. Clair Hannah 
Edenbridge is something of an anomaly 
with regard to it’s rail service, in that despite 
its relatively small size, it enjoys the benefits 
of two stations served by two different lines.  
The reasons for this are, as ever, historical, 
but it is still something of a miracle that 
both lines survived the great ‘axe’ of Dr. 
Beeching in the mid 60’s.

This  article presents a very brief overview 
of how Edenbridge has been served by 
different rail structures during the four great 
eras of the railway  as follows:

 Formation: 1842 – 1923

 Amalgamation:  1923 – 1948

 Nationalisation: 1948 – 1994

 Privatisation: 1994 – 2009

During each period we’ll look at how 
Edenbridge was served by the railway 
network, the types of rail journeys one 
could make, the frequency of the service, 
and ticket prices for a sample journey 
(Edenbridge Town to East Croydon).  Whilst 
it is fashionable to deride the current rail 
network, and to ‘glory’ in the romantic days 
of steam and privately operated stretches of 
line, the reality may be different.  We will 
end with some  comments which attempt to 
draw comparisons between then and now.

1. Formation
Every schoolchild is taught that the great 
Victorian engineers and entrepreneurs 
built the rail network, together with an 
extensive canal system, and modern 
sewers for major towns.  So far as 
our region is concerned the very first 
rail service to open was in 1830 – the 
Canterbury to Whitstable line.  The first 
service to  Edenbridge was opened on 
26th May 1842 on the line operated by the 
South Eastern Railway between Redhill 
and Tonbridge. This was part of the 
London to Dover route.

Virtually all of the UK rail network was 
built in the 60 years between 1830 and 
1890.  The need for this activity was driven 
primarily by freight traffic rather than 
passenger requirements.  The Industrial 
Revolution had galvanised manufacturing 
output, and there was the need to shift 
both vast quantities of raw materials and 
finished products.  The road network was 
poor, though much was done to improve the 
‘Turnpikes’ (equivalent of our ‘A’ roads), 
and canal traffic was slow, though capable 
of shifting large tonnage.

However, it was another 40 years until 
the  second station came into existence in 
Edenbridge.  In 1884 the London, Brighton 
and South Coast Railway opened the Oxted 
to East Grinstead line and the extension 
from Hurst Green to Edenbridge (later 
named Edenbridge Town) was opened in 
January 1888.

By the turn of the century, a passenger from 
Edenbridge (choice of two stations) could 
travel, without changing, to London Bridge 
or Victoria , and going in the other direction 
could access the coast from Whitstable 
round to Brighton and intermediate coastal 
resorts and ports such as Dover.  Between 
our exemplar stations (Edenbridge and 
East Croydon) there were 12 trains a day, 
and the cost of a single third class ticket 
was 1s4d – taking into account inflation, 
this is the equivalent of £17.36 at today’s 
prices.
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Three men outside the booking office and waiting room  
at Edenbridge (Town) Railway Station - 1910



15

During the First World War the entire 
railway network was of such strategic 
importance in the shifting of men and 
materials that central control was imposed 
within four regional authorities.  This 
was necessary because ownership of the 
different stretches of line was vested in each 
of the private companies who built them. 
It was not unusual for long delays in the 
services caused through internecine feuds 
– calamity in time of war!.

2. Amalgamation
By 1923, the railway network was still 
operating under the imposed wartime 
control, and since this had proved a more 
satisfactory arrangement than the previous 
semi-anarchic system, the government 
decided to make it permanent. These were 
established under the Railway Act of 1921.  
Thus the entire network was operated within 
four regional companies, familiar to most 
older readers:

 LNER (London & North Eastern Railway)

 LMS (London Midland & Scottish Railway)

 GWR (Great Western Railway)

 SR (Southern Railway)

The new SR was created from the 
amalgamation of circa 20 different railways, 
and the company also had to accept the 
liabilities of another 3 bankrupt companies.  
The problems must have been immense, but 
SR managed to turn the operations into one 
of the most efficient and profitable of the big 
four.

It was during this period that SR engaged 
in one of it’s most ambitious projects 
– electrification of most of the network.  
This was seen as a necessity primarily to 
relieve congestion on the growing suburban 
commuter services into London.  This 
massive investment programme was mainly 
completed by the end of 1939, although 
there were several gaps, most notably Oxted 
to East Grinstead, the Tonbridge – Redhill 
line and the line from Oxted through 
Edenbridge and on to Uckfield, Lewes and 

Brighton.  The latter, of course, is still under 
consideration some 60 years later.

Until the end of this period, both 
Edenbridge stations were served by the 
old steam locomotives.  Essentially, a 
passenger from Edenbridge could still 
travel without changing to either London 
Victoria, or London Bridge, and to the Kent 
and Sussex coastal towns.  By the start of 
World War 2, there were 21 trains a day 
between Edenbridge and East Croydon 
and the third class single ticket cost 2s6d 
(estimate as no data available)  or £21.72 
at current prices.
During the Second World War the railways 
continued to operate as they had during 
the years leading up to the war, but some 
additional services could be found.  These 
were mainly to accommodate the movement 
of troops, such as a service from Ashford 
to Newcastle-upon-Tyne, or to facilitate the 
movement of evacuees such as during the 
evacuation of London ( the evacuation of 
civilians with non-essential occupations 
from London took place over a three day 
period), and ammunition trains (we heard 
that Crowhurst Junction, where the East 
Grinstead and Redhill lines cross was used 
as a siding for ammunition trains during the 
war, but have been unable to confirm this). 

EV
M

T



16

3. Nationalisation
Under the post-war Labour Government, 
the railways were nationalised from 
January 1st 1948.  There was little change 
to the operational network locally, since 
our area was managed by the Southern 
Region, which was analogous to the old 
SR.  The basic idea behind nationalisation 

was to save costs through 
standardisation, and to create 
an investment vehicle for 
bringing the railways up to 
modern standards and repairing 
the damages wrought by six 
years of war.  However, in a 
country ravaged by war and 
virtually bankrupt, there was 
little money available during 
the early years.

In 1953, a new Transport Act 
was enacted which, in many 
respects reversed the effects 
of the 1947 Act, in that it 
decentralised the railway 
network, giving autonomy to 
the four main constituents.  A 
further three divisions within 
Southern were created in 1958 
(South Eastern), and 1961 
(South Western and Central), 
in which can be seen the seeds 
of the current franchises.  The 
Government then pumped more 

investment into the railways which, in our 
area saw further electrification (Oxted – 
East Grinstead in 1987) and the introduction 
of Diesel Powered Trains to replace Steam 
Locomotives (Oxted – Lewes line in 1962).

During this period, passenger traffic 
continued to grow, particularly commuter 

services as people decided 
to leave the crowded and 
expensive streets of London 
for the quieter and cheaper 
delights of the countryside.  
However, freight services 
declined due to increased 
competition from road 
transport.  Our area was 
to a large extent cushioned 
from these trends as it has 
always been more passenger 
orientated.

In 1963 the report ‘The 
Reshaping of British 
Railways’ (known as the 
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‘Beeching Plan’) was presented to the 
Railways Board.  Dr Beeching was charged 
with the task of making the railways 
more profitable since it was estimated that 
about a third of the network carried only 
about 1% of the total traffic.  The plan 
was eagerly seized on by the authorities 
and vast tranches of the rail network were 
dismantled and left to decay.  The most 
significant casualties for our immediate area 
were the closures  of the Tunbridge Wells to 
Three Bridges, and Uckfield to Lewes lines.  
Almost miraculously, both lines serving 
Edenbridge were left untouched, leaving us 
still with our two stations.

In retrospect, it is difficult to see why 
the Beeching Plan was allowed to go 
unchallenged, except by local protest 
groups, since only two years later the 
Buchanan report (1963) pointed to the 
severe consequences of the explosive 
increase in road traffic and strongly 
recommended that rail traffic must not be 
allowed to decay. Some 40 years later the 
environmental consequences of unfettered 
road traffic have been brought home to 
roost.  Oh for the benefits of hindsight!

So by the end of this period in our saga, 
Edenbridge had been cut off from the 
coastal towns.  Now if we wished to go to 
Brighton, we would either have to go the 

East Croydon from Edenbridge Town 
and change to the Brighton service, or go 
to Redhill from Edenbridge and change 
there.  By 1994 there were 19 trains a day 
from Edenbridge Town to East Croydon 
and the cost of a single ordinary class 
(third class had been abolished) was 
£4.10 (or £6.40 at current prices).  
4. Privatisation
In 1992/3 The Privatisation Act went 
through Parliament  taking effect 1/4/94.  
B.R. was broken up into 89 companies and 
sold off during the period 1995 – 1997.  
Trainoperating franchises were awarded to 
successful competitors.  Our area was cut 
into the three constituent parts originally 
devised under the 1953 Transport Act, 
namely South Western, Central and South 
Eastern.  These areas have seen changes in 
the franchisee since then (mainly the demise 
of Connex), but the system is broadly the 
same in train operational terms as that under 
the old nationalised service.  However, it is 
worth pointing out that responsibility for 
the track and signalling is devolved to an 
infrastructure company (Railtrack in 1994 
and Network Rail from 2001), which at 
times can be frustrating to those operating 
the train services.

To bring the story up to date, we are still 
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unable to travel from Edenbridge to any 
of the coastal towns in Kent or Sussex 
without changing.  There are 22  trains 
a day between Edenbridge Town and 
East Croydon.   The cost of a standard 
single fare between Edenbridge and East 
Croydon in October 2009 is £5.80.
Finally it is useful to compare the quality of 
the service and fares over the last 150 years 
to see whether our railways are deteriorating 
or improving.  The following table 
shows the frequency of services between 
Edenbridge Town and East Croydon, 
together with comparative fares which have 
been indexed (using Government data) to 
relate to current prices:

Edenbridge Town – East Croydon 
Comparative Data: 1900 - 2009

It is clear from the above that on both 
counts today’s railways are providing a good 
service in terms of frequency and value 
when compared with earlier times.
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EVMT Archives have a number of  railway 
memorabilia including the following:

• Architectural drawing of Edenbridge Town Station, 1886

• Key hammer for use on railway

• British Rail tickets relating to Edenbridge Town and Cowden

• Southern railway special train arrangements for evacuation of 

London

• Signalman/shunter’s oil lamp and glass lenses used at 

Edenbridge Town Station circa 1923

• Staff roster for Edenbridge Station signal box, 1965

• Tape with visit by children from Cowden School to the 

Bluebell Railway

• Long handled shovel for steam train running on Edenbridge-

Tonbridge line

• Recording of the last ‘slam door’ train to pass through 

Edenbridge Town Station

Date Daily Frequency 
of Trains

Cost of third Class? 
Ordinary single ticket

1900 12 £17.36 (at today’s prices)

1939 21 £21.72            “

1994 19 £  6.40            “

2009 22 £  5.80            “
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alan Dell (1929-2009)
HISTORIAN WHO LED THE 
WAY IN LOCAL RESEARCH
For nearly half a century Alan Dell stood 
at the centre of local history in the Eden 
Valley: as chair of the Edenbridge and 
District Historical Society; advisor to the 
Town and District Councils on matters 
relating to listed buildings;  as provider 
of the historical input for archaeological 
projects in the area and as the driving force 
behind the Eden Valley Museum.

Alan was born in South-East London in 
1929 and educated at the Haberdashers’ 
Aske’s Grammar School, Hatcham.  Indeed, 
it was when the school was evacuated 
to Oxted in 1940, that he had his first 
introduction to the Edenbridge area.   

On leaving school Alan joined the 
Prudential Insurance Company followed 
quickly by four years in H M services, 
including a spell in India.   On his return 
to Civvy Street he was given responsibility, 
as head of Research and Development, 
for computerisation at the PRU – a skill 
which also put him in the forefront of 
local and family history research on the 
internet.  Alan’s interests and aptitudes 
were wide ranging:  historical buildings and 
archaeology of course but also music, art, 
gardening, rugby and rifle shooting, all of 
which he pursued with vigour and success.   
He grew competition standard dahlias, 
played rugby for the London Wasps and 
excelled at small bore rifle shooting, having 
shot at county level for Kent.   On taking 
early retirement from the Prudential he 
joined his second wife, Marian, in running 
retail businesses in the town.

Alan’s arrival in Edenbridge with his young 
family in 1959 coincided with a cohort of 
eminent historians involved with the EDHS, 
and this undoubtedly stimulated his interest 
in local history.  He spoke often of his 
appreciation of his mentors and colleagues 
which included John Irwin (Place Names 
of Edenbridge 1964), Peter Gray, John 

Willsmer, Margaret Gillespie and Barbara 
Penman amongst others.  Alan was elected 
their Chairman in 1972 and Jane More, who 
later joined them as secretary, recalls it was 
the best committee she has ever served on.  
Alan stood down in 1997, when he handed 
over the baton to Don Garman, and took on 
the mantle of President.

Many notable projects were achieved 
under his leadership.   As a colleague 
of the time remembers, “It was hard to 
say ‘no’ to Alan”.  He set up a number 
of research groups, ran adult education 
courses on local history and with little 
formal training proved himself an authority 
on timber framed buildings, spending 
untold hours clambering through roofs and 
photographing beams and crown posts.   
He initiated the Edenbridge Town Trail 
and escorted many groups down the High 
St explaining the origins and history of 
individual buildings.  On his appointment 
as Parish Records Officer he set about 
transcribing the parish church records 
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and served on the Church Roof/Tower 
Committee.    

Under his chairmanship the series of 
booklets Aspects of Edenbridge, which 
provide a written record of past history, 
architecture, industry, social life and 
customs of the neighbourhood, were 
published.  He also wrote a number of 
articles for local organizations and the 
narrative for the ‘Historical Pageant’ held 
at the opening and dedication of the Church 
House Precinct in 1983.

A theoretical ‘History of the High St’ was 
undertaken in co-operation with Peter Gray 
and was followed by the practical renovation 
of Honour’s Mill in 1984.  As part of this 
project the Kent Archaeologists took a team 
in to work on the site and carried out a 
recording which was published in the Kent 
Archaeological Review.    The next major 
renovation was commissioned by the Great 
Stone Bridge Trust for 96 High St (National 
Light Horse Society) and undertaken in 
1995.   Doug Griffin, who worked alongside 
Alan as the consultant architect on these 
projects, remembers that he took them 
very seriously.  “He would reign in with a 
raised eyebrow and a quizzical ‘really’ or an 
often repeated comment – ‘Well, all things 
are possible’.”  Dennis Leigh, the builder 
on the project, can recall how meticulous 
he was with his research taking copious 
notes and photographs of every stage of the 
restoration.

Over the years Alan advised the Town and 
District Councils on the effect of planning 
applications on listed buildings; was 
consulted over the naming of new roads in 
the area and was the driving force behind 
the blue plaque scheme.   He co-operated 
with Gerald Peckson in the production of 
the video Historical Edenbridge and helped 
untold individuals unravel their family 
history or the origins of their houses.

It was the success of the Historical Society 
exhibition held in 1968 together with the 
Honours Mill project that led to the first 
attempt to set up a museum in Edenbridge.  

As Chairman of EDHS Alan secured 
the support of the Parish Council for 
Honour’s Mill to be renovated and become 
a museum and exhibition centre for the 
town.  Although it was enthusiastically 
received, frustratingly the project had to be 
put on the back burner for financial reasons.  
Another window opened in 1996 following 
the equally successful Town Council’s 
Centenary Exhibition which he organized.  
This led to Alan being elected the first 
chairman of the Edenbridge and District 
Museum Initiative.   To advance this project 
he was co-opted on to the Church House 
Committee, and as a timber framed building 
expert monitored the renovation works at 
Church House.  He also contributed to the 
text for the original guide and graphics.  

Around this time restricted mobility forced 
him to stand down and once again his 
apprentice, Don Garman, was able to step 
in and take over responsibility for setting 
up the museum.  The final opening of 

EV
M

T

Alan Dell opening the Eden Valley Museum in 2000



21

the Eden Valley Museum in 2000 was a 
dream come true for Alan.   It now houses 
his photographic and map collections and 
numerous files of research material, many 
relating to historic buildings in the area, 
and supported by his photographic archive.  
These have proved and will remain an 
invaluable resource for researchers and 
those mounting exhibitions.

In addition to his historical input Alan 
was a valued member of many local 
committees and served as a Trustee of the 
Great Stone Bridge Trust for 24 years and 
as its Chairman from 1991 to 1998.  This 
charitable trust, created possibly as early as 
1511, now provides  grants for the people of 
Edenbridge and particularly in areas related 
to education.  As part of its remit Alan 
served as the schools’ liaison officer, was 
instrumental in providing computers for the 
local schools.   He also served as a governor 
of the Eden Valley School. 

I got to know Alan and Marian well in 
recent years when failing health confined 
him to the Old Pound House and limited 
his involvement in the community.  Against 
the odds he retained his appetite for life and 
continued to contribute significantly to a 
range of Trusts and other town initiatives.  
As a member of West Kent Archaeologists 
he organized a group to dig an inspection pit 
in his garden at the time of ‘The Big Dig’ in 
2002 – regrettably no great surprises were 
revealed!     

Always very generous with his time and 
knowledge a new research request would 
set him off in a frenzy of activity to find 
the most complete, well sourced answer.   
He had an encyclopaedic knowledge of 
the buildings and personalities in the area 
but by his own admission had a butterfly 
mind.   Latterly I often had the sense that 
his brain was working on several historical 
issues simultaneously and the inability of 
others to follow the thread must have been 
very frustrating but he always laughed it 
off.   He remained cheerful, surrounded by 
his books and boxes of research material 

with his final contribution being the 
research of the history of the GSBT from 
which, in collaboration with Cheryl Bell, a 
comprehensive research document has been 
produced.

Alan’s contribution to the community of 
Edenbridge was recognized in his lifetime 
by the award of the town’s Civic Medallion 
in 1998 and his attendance at a reception 
and lunch with the Queen and Duke of 
Edinburgh at Kings, Canterbury.   In 2004 
the EDHS received an award from the 
Council of the Kent Archaeological Society 
for Alan’s contribution in providing the 
historical input on archaeological projects 
in the area.  This has resulted in the Alan 
Dell Local History Award which has been 
awarded twice since its inception.

Alan died on 25th July 2009, but remained 
to the end a man devoted to the preservation 
and interpretation of the history of the area 
he loved – The Eden Valley.   Sadly, his 
very supportive and caring wife Marian 
died on 17th October, 2009

Helen Jackman

Honorary Curator wins the Alan 
Dell Local History Award.
Jane Higgs was awarded the Alan Dell 
History Prize by the Committee of the 
Edenbridge and District Historical Society 
in May 2009.  The award is given for 
promoting and encouraging research into 
the history of the Eden Valley.

“I was very thrilled to be the 2nd recipient. 
My legacy, I hope, will be my work for the 
museum, expanding the collection and 
encouraging volunteers and visitors to get 
involved with local history”
The first recipient was Cheryl Bell in May 
2007 for her research on the Poor Law. Her 
article ‘Poverty, Sickness and Mortality in 
the Parish of Cowden 1600 -1800 appears 
in Aspects of Edenbridge No.12 which is 
available from the EDHS, the Edenbridge 
Bookshop and the Museum shop.
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ConCealeD sHoes
by Jane Higgs 

A chance look in Alan Dell’s folder marked 
‘Old Crown’ led me to some correspondence 
about old shoes hidden in houses. In 1993 
alterations and refurbishment took place 
at the Old Crown Inn on Edenbridge High 
Street and some old shoes were uncovered. 
These discoveries are now 
in the collection at the 
museum. The shoes 
were found in the void 
to the north of the 
chimney when the 
wall on the first floor 
of the crosswing was 
breached and the void 
cleared of rubble. 

The folder contains 
some correspondence 
between those seeking 
and offering information 
on the mysterious custom of 
concealing shoes in buildings. 
The shoes found at the Crown  were sent 
to Northampton Museum. An extract from 
a letter to Alan from the Assistant Keeper 
of the Boot and Shoe Collection reads: 
‘The shoes are men’s and date from the 
last quarter of the eighteenth century; the 
other pieces are also parts from very similar 
shoes.  They are all cowhide and would 
once have been substantial footwear worn 
for ‘everyday’. The enclosed photocopies 
show shoes of similar date to give you an 
idea how yours might have looked. The 
wide straps overlapped and fastened with 
a buckle which had to be attached, like a 
brooch, each time the shoe was put on. A 
special chape mechanism was developed to 
allow this.

Although the shoes are only two hundred 
years old they are nevertheless extremely 
interesting, partly because , not being 
complete, they show the construction 

methods used. Such shoes were made with a 
vamp, two quarters, an insole, a welt, a sole 
and stacked heel lifts. Some of these parts 
are clearly represented in the pieces you 
sent, together with the two fairly complete 
shoes. 

I hope you are interested in these comments 
and the information on concealed shoes 

enclosed.  It really is a 
fascinating custom not least 
because it often preserves 

the shoes of ordinary 
people that would 
otherwise have been 
lost; concealed shoes 
are thus of great value 
to the study of historic 

footwear.’

From the 1993 notes 
sent by Northampton 

Museum: ‘In the past, 
old shoes were often 
deliberately hidden in the 

walls and roofs of buildings 
to bring good luck and ward off 

evil. Although many examples have been 
found in this country and abroad we still 
know very little about the thinking behind 
the belief and what kind of people were 
involved in the concealments.’

If anyone would like to see the bibliography 
and some articles on this subject which are 
in the ‘Old Crown’ folder please contact the 
museum. 
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The Old Crown in the High Street, Edenbridge
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vIsIT oF TonbrIDge 
young Farmers’ Club

by Barbara Hale
On April 3rd 2009 
we welcomed a 
small group from 
the Tonbridge 
Young Farmers’ 
Club to the 
Museum.

We produced 
from the archives 
various items 
we hoped would 
interest them.  
Among these was 

the ledger (1849) and letter book (a hand-
written exercise book) of the Edenbridge 
Cattle, Corn and Hop Exchange Limited.  
These throw light on the movement of 
the market from The Square to its present 
position.  There is no word of regret for the 
cottages to be pulled down to make way for 
the market.

Our visitors were also able to look at a book 
published by Day & Co in 1885, the 30th 
edition (so obviously much used) costing 
3/6d: “Everyday Farriery.  The Management 
of Stock from Disease to Health”.  On the 
back pages, among the advertisements was 
one for Day’s “Hogworts for Pigs”.

We went on to show them George Well’s 
photo album from the 1920s.  He farmed at 
Skitts.  The album is a wonderful collection 
of treasured memories: the cart horses, farm 

cat on the prowl, new lambs, men enjoying 
their dinner time bait, and a young woman 
with a gun and stick loaded with rabbits she 
has shot, all neatly suspended from crossed 
back paws.

There was also a hand-written recipe book 
in a pocket-size notebook which belonged 
to Henry Withers.  The hand-writing is 
beautiful though the spelling is phonetic.  
“To make a horse look well.  Take 2 
tablespoons of quick lime, 2 pints of new 
milk and 2 ounces of flower of brimstone.  2 
tablespoons once a fortnight.”

We were also able to show them a picture 
of the Edenbridge Young Farmers’ Club 
in 1952 on Awards night.  It’s  a group of 
twenty four young people, with beaming 
smiles and shining trophies.

Our visitors were delighted with their time 
spent with us, and asked us if we could 
put in a word for them in our next issue.  
They would like new members, so if any 
of our readers are interested in joining the 
Tonbridge Young Farmers Club, we would 
be pleased to put you in touch with them.  
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arCHaeology From 
THe eDenbrIDge relIeF 
roaD

by Claire Donithorn

At last, the finds, drawings and archaeologi-
cal report connected with the Relief Road 
construction of 2004, have arrived at the 
Museum.
Our intention is to mount a small exhibition 
in 2010 to exhibit these artifacts, but here 
is a thumbnail sketch of the conclusions 
drawn by Oxford Archaeology Unit, who 
oversaw the excavations, assisted by Ar-
chaeology South-East.
In spite of the large area of land affected 
by the relief road excavations and the long 
historical associations that Edenbridge is 
known to have had, only two areas revealed 
any archaeology.
In all, 22 separate trenches were dug, test-
ing areas from Wellingtonia Way, near 
the Leisure Centre, to an area south of the 
Lingfield Road, in the hopes of revealing 
archeological features. Only the ones that 
lay immediately to the north and south of 
Lingfield Road revealed anything of inter-
est, all dating to the 12-13th Centuries.

The main feature was a ditch which ap-
peared to have been dug to divert water 
from the River Eden, probably to fill the 
moat that surrounded Edenbridge Manor 
house, (later known as Stangrave Manor af-
ter the family took position in 1293) which 
lay to the west of the excavations. The 
construction of a moat during this period 
was the ‘status symbol’ of the time, reflect-
ing the increasing wealth generated from 
farmland converted from woodland and 
mimicking moated castles such as Hever. 
Devils Den to the south of Edenbridge and 
Broxham to the north both have evidence 
of moats from this period constructed 
from simple loops from a nearby river. The 
significant ditch, some 200m long, lead-
ing to Edenbridge Manor would indicated 
the importance of this manor house in the 
middle of the town.  The most southerly end 
of the ditch was approximately 8m (24ft) 
wide narrowing to approx.3.5m (11ft) Part 
of the ditch was stone lined and indicated 
that there had been some form of water 
control in operation, possibly with the use 
of a sluice.
Pottery found at the bottom of the silted 
ditch is dated from c1220-1250, which 
would suggest that the construction of the 

ditch was during that period. 
The pottery was made up of 
predominately domestic jars 
and cooking pots made in 
Surrey rather than Kent, with 
the pottery manufactured at 
Limpsfield predominating. A 
small number of sherds of the 
highly decorated ‘Earlswood 
Sgraffito Ware’ with its thick 
white, combed slip and highly 
glazed design were identified 
and might even have come 
from the Manor House. Small 
numbers of cattle and sheep 
bones were also found in the 
ditch along with a few frag-

ments of medieval building 
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material.
Approximately 10m to the north of that 
ditch a narrow V-shaped ditch was identi-
fied that was filled with large quantities of 
charcoal and slag along with further sherds 
of 12 and 13C pottery. Although the actual 
function of this ditch is not known, the finds 
strongly suggested a site of metalworking 
activity. During this period the Kent and 
Sussex Weald was a major centre of the iron 
industry with five sites clustered between 
Tonbridge and Crawley having been identi-
fied as active during this period. Further 
analysis of the slag has concluded that this 
was not a smelting site however, but a site 
where smithing took place. The London 
to Lewes road and river crossing at Eden-
bridge would have offered a ready passing 
trade in work for any re-shodding of horses 
or repairs to carts. The active iron industry 
on the Weald and the developing farming 
and leather industry of the area would all 
have contributed to the busy trade route and 
opportunities for metalworking activity.
It is of note that the Ordnance Survey map 
of 1870 shows two smithies located to the 
south of this medieval site, suggesting that 
this activity continued to prosper for many 
centuries to come.
An analysis of the charcoal found in the 
ditch identified the wood used was predom-
inately of oak with hawthorn, blackberry, 
goosefoot and dock also found, the same 
mix as the vegetation found here today.
Over the intervening centuries the ditch 
and most of the moat gradually filled with 
earth and only 3 sherds of 19C pottery were 
found, along with some evidence of later 
building construction which overlaid the 
ditches.  The Ordnance Survey map of 1870 
indicated the Western and Southern arm 
of the moat was still to be seen by slight 
depressions, and a pond to the North was 
thought to be part of the moat, but there had 
been no evidence of anything to the East by 
that time.

It is fascinating to see how the finds and 
the evidence identified and interpreted by 
the archaeologists can offer a glimpse into 
Medieval Edenbridge. They show a feudal 
world of the successful Lord of the Manor 
creating the ‘must have’ accessory of the 
day. There is also evidence of the bustling 
commercial life of the town, situated on a 
major road to the thriving industrial area of 
the Weald, and surrounded by rich farmland 
giving wealth to the Lord of the Manor and 
work to the people of the town.
Although none of the other trenches identi-
fied any archaeology, this in itself did show 
that to the west of the town the spread of 
building and activity had been very limited 
until recent times, and the Roman Road 
remained the hub of activity and centre of 
the life in the town. 
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ROTARY CLUB OF EDENBRIDGE 
PRESS RELEASE 

SSEERRVVIICCEE AABBOOVVEE SSEELLFF
AN EXHIBITION CELEBRATING THE 40th ANNIVERSARY

OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF EDENBRIDGE 
3rd February – 30th May 2010 

Most Edenbridge residents will be used to seeing the Rotary wheel emblem displayed on 
various occasions around Edenbridge and Rotarians standing on street corners in their 
bright yellow tabards collecting for charitable causes or struggling (usually in the wind and 
rain) to erect the ShelterBox tent in the square when raising funds for the victims of 
international disasters; but how much do you actually know about Rotary? 

Service Above Self, a new exhibition at the Eden Valley Museum, provides an insight into 
an organisation that has, in just over 100 years, grown from a group of four professionals 
meeting once a week, to an International organisation with over 1.2 million members in 
33,000 clubs worldwide, all with common aims - to combat hunger, improve health and 
sanitation, provide education and job training, promote peace, and eradicate polio - under 
the motto Service Above Self.  

This exhibition charts the history of Rotary, from its origins in Chicago in 1905, to the 
formation of the first clubs in Britain and Ireland in 1912, the birth of the Edenbridge Club 
in 1969, and the acceptance of women into the organisation, as late as 1987! It features 
local and international charities the club has supported during the past 40 years, individual 
achievements by members, and the fun they’ve had on the way.

This exhibition isn’t just about Rotarians or just for Rotarians. If you have ever attended a 
Rotary function or sponsored event, from the Edenbridge Festival to the annual Strawberry 
Tea for senior citizens, your picture may well be on display. And what connections do an 
ITN newsreader, a 1950s pop star, and a cricket commentator have with the club – visit 
the exhibition to find out. 

Most Edenbridge residents will be used to seeing the 
Rotary wheel emblem displayed on various occasions 
around Edenbridge and Rotarians standing on street 
corners in their bright yellow tabards collecting for 
charitable causes or struggling (usually in the wind and 
rain) to erect the ShelterBox tent in the square when 
raising funds for the victims of international disasters; 
but how much do you actually know about Rotary?

Service Above Self, a new exhibition at the Eden Valley 
Museum, provides an insight into an organisation that 
has, in just over 100 years, grown from a group of four 
professionals meeting once a week, to an International 
organisation with over 1.2 million members in 33,000 
clubs worldwide, all with common aims - to combat 
hunger, improve health and sanitation, provide education 
and job training, promote peace, and eradicate polio 
- under the motto Service Above Self. 

This exhibition charts the history of Rotary, from its 
origins in Chicago in 1905, to the formation of the 

first clubs in Britain and Ireland in 1912, the birth of the Edenbridge Club in 1969, and the 
acceptance of women into the organisation, as late as 1987! It features local and international 
charities the club has supported during the past 40 years, individual achievements by 
members, and the fun they’ve had on the way. 

This exhibition isn’t just about Rotarians or just for Rotarians. If you have ever attended a 
Rotary function or sponsored event, from the Edenbridge Festival to the annual Strawberry 
Tea for senior citizens, your picture may well be on display. And what connections do an 
ITN newsreader, a 1950s pop star, and a cricket commentator have with the club – visit the 
exhibition to find out.

Paul P Harris, c.1896
Founder of Rotary International
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DIgITal PHoTograPHy ProjeCT
Stuart McGregor has joined the volunteers and has started to photograph all the objects that 
are in the store. These photographs will aid accessibility to objects that aren’t normally shown 
in the galleries and they will be very useful for publications, and displays. 
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